Child Protection and

Saleguarding Policy
Prep School

2023 /2024

ZIoN1D

Ibstock Place

CO-EDUCATIONAL DAY SCHOOL




IBSTOCK PLACE SCHOOL

Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy

Prep School including EYFS

Table of Contents
1o INEFOAUCTION....coiiiiiic ettt 7
2. APPlICAtion AN SCOPE........coouiiiiieie ettt sttt 8
3. Designated Safeguarding Lead..............ccoociniiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 9
4. Responsibilities and Duties of DSL (In accordance with Keeping Children Safe in Education:
ANNEX €, 2023) ...ttt ettt ettt et e st e et e teeteeteebe st e b e s e st eseereeteeaeebesbebe b e s e e eneeteereerees 10
5. The Role of the Governing Body...............cccoiniiiniiiiniiiniiiicc e 13
6. MyConcern - Cloud based Safeguarding Software..............ccccoevieirinnininceeee 14
7. Safeguarding Training and INAUCHION ..ot 14
8. Responsibilities and Duties of Staff ..o 15
9. EQrIY HEIP ..ottt ettt nre et 17
1. Specific Safeguarding ISSUES .............ccoiiiiiiiie e et 20

All staff should have an awareness of safeguarding issues that can put children at risk of
harm. Behaviours linked to issues such as drug taking and or alcohol misuse, deliberately
missing education and consensual and non-consensual sharing of nudes and semi-nude

images and/or videos can be signs that children are at risk. Other safeguarding issues all

staff should be aware of and alert to INCIUAE: ..o 20
Child Missing Education (CME) and Children Absent from Education........cccceevveeeiecneenene. 20
Child Sexual EXPloitatioN (CSE) ..ttt ettt et s e e eeeteeeteesaeesaeesneeens 21
Child Criminal EXPloitation (CCE) .ottt ettt tes ettt esreesaeesaeeens 22
COUNTY LINES (CL) ttrittieeiireett ettt ettt ettt et ettt et e et e ebeete e e beeas e s e ebeenaesbeeaseseereensenteereenns 22
Children Who Go Missing from HOmMe OF CArE.....iiiiciiiiieiececececeeesee e 22
Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG)......oviiiiiieicicseeeeeeestesese e 23
HONOUI BASEA ADUSE (HBA) ettt ettt e et e e erae e et e seneeesneeseneesaaeeseneeesanes 23
Female Genital MULITOTION (FGIM) oottt et eee e st e st e s eneeeseaeeseneeesans 23
Serious YOUh VIOIENCE ... 24



Forms of Child-on-Child GbUSE ........cciiiiiiiicc s 26
12. Child-on-child Abuse: Allegations involving one or more pupil(s) against another pupil............... 27
Procedures to follow: allegation of child-on-child abuse .......c.ccceeceviieecicecicceeen, 30

13.  Bullying, Discrimination, Harassment and Victimisation.............cc.ccocooveniniiininenneeece 31
14. What to do if a pupil discloses/alleges abuse..................ccccooiiiiiiiin 31
15. Procedures for Staff to RePOrt CONCEINS...........ccooiviriienieieieese e 32
16. Procedures for DSL following the report of abuse or concern .............ccocceceviniiiinicnienceene 33
17.  Support following a disclosure or a report of @ CONCEIN ..........ccccovvvinirininenceee 34
18. Record Keeping and Confidentiality ................ccooviniiiniiiiiiiiieee 34
19, WRISEIE DIOWING........ooiiiiii ettt st st e 35
20. Safer recruitment: appointment and dismissal of Staff............c.ccooeininnnn 36
21. Allegations against Staff..............coooiiiiiiii e 37
22. Positive Handling and Physical intervention...............ccccooiiiiiiiieiiiiieeeeeee e 42
b3S O T (oL 1| 171 1 PR 42
24. Health and Safety, Educational Visits and Additional Use of Premises .............cccccovvenininennene. 43
25. Photographing PUPIS..............ooiiiiiiiie ettt st et sae e eneens 43
26. Children with SEN and Disabilities..............c.cccooiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 44
28. Information and Communication Technology and Online Safety...........c.ccocveviiiininincnennn 45
b X TV [Ty | I (ST 1 TR 48
31. Private Fostering ArrangemeEnts............coc.oouiiiiiiianiiiie ettt st s 49
33. Appendix A: Safeguarding CONLACES..........cc.cviiiiririiiereee et 50
34. Human Rights Act, 1998 (Specification from ‘Role of the Governing Body’, section 5)............... 60
35. Appendix C: Types and indicators of abuse................ccccooiriiiiiiiiiriceee e 62
36. Appendix D: Advice to Staff on Radicalisation................ccoevieiiiiinininineneeee e 88
37. Appendix E: Flowchart of actions where there are concerns about a child.............................. 93
38. Appendix F: Safeguarding children from serious youth violence and knife crime.................... 94
39. Appendix G: Changes and updates 2023 78
40. DFE Keeping Children Safe in Education Statutory Guidance 102




Key Contacts

Co-Head of Prep School and Designated Safeguarding Lead for the Prep School
Mrs. Sophie Bartholomew

Extension 5904 (internal)

Telephone 020 8876 9991

Email sbartholomew@ibstockplaceschool.co.uk

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads {Prep School)

Miss Alice Palmer
Extension 5844 (internal)
Telephone 020 8876 9991

Email apalmer@ibstockplaceschool.co.uk

Miss Sapphire Bennison
Extension: 5843 (internal)

Telephone: 020 8876 9991

Email: sbennison@ibstockplaceschool.co.uk

Head
Mr. Chris Wolsey
Extension 5802 (internal)

Telephone 0208 876 5802

Governor Responsible for Safeguarding
Mrs. Nancy Raines

Email: nraines@ibstockplaceschool.co.uk

Chair of Governors:
Stefan Martin

Email: smartin@ibstockplaceschool.co.uk

The contact details for Wandsworth Children’s Services, the Safeguarding Governor and other key
contacts are set out in Appendix A to this Policy.
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Acronyms

ACPO - Association of Chief Police Officers

CAMHS - Children and Adolescent Mental Health Service
CCE - Child Criminal Exploitation

CL - County Lines

CSA- Child Sexual Abuse

CSE - Child Sexual Exploitation

DBS - Disclosure and Barring Service

DDSL - Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

DfE - Department for Education

DoS or DDoS - Denial of Service

DSL - Designated Safeguarding Lead

EDL - English Defence League

EHE - Elective Home Education

ETF - Education and Training Foundation

FGM - Female Genital Mutilation

HBA - Honour Based Abuse

HSB - Harmful Sexual Behaviour

II1OC - Indecent Images of Children

KCSIE - Keeping Children Safe in Education

LA - Local Authority

LADO - Local Authority Designated Officer

LGBT- Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender

LGFL-London Grid for Learning

MARF - Multi-Agency Referral Form

MASH - Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub

NICE - The National Institute for Health and Care Excellence
OCSE - Online Child Sexual Exploitation

PSCHE - Personal, Social, Citizenship and Health Education
PSED- Public Sector Equality Duty

SCR - Single Central Register

SEND - Special Educational Needs and Disability
SENDCO - Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities Coordinator
SGIl - Self-Generated Indecent Image

SSO - Safer Schools Officer

UKCIS- UK Council for Internet Safety

VAWG - Violence Against Women and Girls




Terminology

Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is defined as:

protecting children from maltreatment;
- preventing impairment of children’s health or development;

- ensuring that children grow up in circumstances consistent with the provision
of safe and effective care;

- taking action to enable all children to have the best outcomes;

- preventing impairment of children’s mental or physical health or
development

Child Protection: is a part of safeguarding and promoting welfare. It refers to the
activity that is undertaken to protect specific children who are suffering, or are likely
to suffer, significant harm.

Early Help: means the provision of support as soon as additional needs and support
emerge or are identified at any point in a child’s life.

Staff: refers to all those working for or on behalf of the School, full or part time,
temporary or permanent, in either a paid or voluntary capacity.

Child: includes everyone under the age of eighteen. Overall, this will apply to pupils
at our School; however, the policy will extend to visiting children and students from
other establishments.

Young person: refers to students over the age of eighteen.

Parents: refers to birth parents and other adults who are in a parenting role, for
example stepparents, foster carers, and adoptive parents.

The Prevent Duty: All schools and colleges are subject to a duty under section 26 of
the Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015 to have “due regard” to the need to
prevent people from being drawn into terrorism”. This duty is known as the Prevent
duty.




1. Introduction

lbstock Place Prep School (‘the School’) is committed to safeguarding and promoting the
welfare of all children and young people. This means ensuring safeguarding and child
protection are at the forefront and underpin all relevant aspects of process and policy
development at the School. Ultimately, all systems, processes and policies should operate
with the best interests of the child at their heart The School has an attitude of ‘it could
happen here’. The School expects all Staff to share this commitment. In this policy and by
legal definition, the word ‘children’ or ‘child’ refers to anyone under 18 years of age.

The purpose of this Policy is to provide Staff and Governors with the framework needed to
keep children and young people safe and secure in our School. The Policy also informs
parents and carers how we are safeguarding their child whilst he or sheis in our care.

The School will:

e provide an environment which fosters a supportive School community and an open
culture where all feel able to share concerns about another’s wellbeing, know that
those concerns will be listened to and acted upon effectively and sensitively;

e provide an ethos of care whereby class teachers, specialist teachers and support
staff get to know pupils such that they are more readily aware of a child in need of
support or ‘changes’ which may indicate abuse or a safeguarding concern;

e raise awareness for Staff of the need to safeguard pupils and of their responsibilities
to identify and report possible cases of abuse, neglect or a child in need through

guidance and training;

e provide asystematic means of monitoring children known to be inneed, or who have
suffered or are at risk of suffering harm;

e ensure that all vulnerable children are provided with appropriate support in School
and that their needs are identified and responded to effectively;

e develop andimplement procedures to be followed by all Staff in cases of suspected
abuse or other child welfare concerns;

e develop and promote effective working relationships with other agencies including
the Police and Children’s Services;

e workin partnership with parents and carers in the best interests of pupils;



e ensure that all adults within the School who have access to children have been
checked as to their suitability to work safely with children;

e emphasise the need for effective communication about Safeguarding issues
between allmembers of Staff.

2. Application and Scope

This Policy applies to:

¢ the whole of lbstock Place Prep School (‘the School), including the Early Years
Foundation Stage;

¢ allonand off-site activities undertaken by pupils whilst they are the responsibility of
the School.

This Policy is available to all on the School’s Website and hard copies can be requested from
the School office. A large print version is available on request.

This Policy and the procedures contained in it have been prepared to comply with
legislation, statutory and non-statutory guidance, advice, and best practice all of which are
listed in Appendix B. This Policy and its procedures have been developed in accordance
with the principles established by the Children Acts 1989 and 2004; the Education Act 2002,
and in line with statutory guidance:

‘Working Together to Safequard Children’ 2018, ‘What to do if You are Worried a Child is
Being Abused’ 2015, ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’ 2023 (KCSIE), and the London Child
Protection Procedures.

Owing to the regulations and restrictions related to the Covidl? pandemic, the School has
added two addenda to this Policy to reflect specific safeguarding measures in place. These
will be kept under review as Government guidance is updated and amended when

necessdary.

This Policy should be read in conjunction with the School’s other policies and documents
listed below:

e Anti-Bullying and Anti-Cyber Bullying Policy

e Behaviour Management Policy

e Code of Conduct for Staff

¢ Drugs and Substances Policy

o E-Safety Policy and Acceptable Use Agreement
e First Aid Policy incorporating Accident and Injury
¢ Health and Safety Policy


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/419604/What_to_do_if_you_re_worried_a_child_is_being_abused.pdf
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1161273/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2023_-_statutory_guidance_for_schools_and_colleges.pdf

e Healthy Eating Policy

e Learning Support (SEND) Policy

e Lost and Missing Children Policy

e Mental Health Policy

e Portable Digital Devices Policy

e PhysicalIntervention Policy

e Recruitment, Selection and Disclosure Policy and Procedure
e Registration, Attendance and Punctuality Policy

e Relationships and Sex Education Policy

e Staff Handbook

e Taking, Storing and Use of Images of Pupils Policy

e The Care of our Pupils (EYFS to Prep 6) Policy

e Transition Policy

¢ DfE Keeping Children Safe in Education 2023 (copy attached on page 85)

Keeping Children Safe in Education, 2023 updates and additions will be referred to as KCSIE,
2023 throughout the policy.

3. Designated Safeguarding Lead

The School has nominated a Designated Safeguarding Lead (a member of the Prep
Management Team). The person who leads the Safeguarding Team is the Co-Head, Mrs.
Sophie Bartholomew, who is the Designated Safeguarding Lead (‘DSL’) for the Prep School.

The Deputy DSLs (‘DDSLs’) in the Prep School are Miss Alice Palmer and Miss Sapphire
Bennison, who may act in the DSL’s absence. In the first instance, Safeguarding concerns in
the Prep School should be raised with Mrs. Bartholomew or, in her absence, Miss Palmer or
Miss Bennison.

The designated Governor for safeguarding is Mrs. Nancy Raines.

The names and contact details of the Safeguarding Team along with contact details for
Children’s Services and other agencies are to be foundin Appendix A, These are prominently
displayed in Staff offices and workrooms, on key contact cards carried by Staff and visitors
working with children, and on the “Report a concern page” of MyConcern.



Responsibilities and Duties of DSL (In accordance with Keeping Children
Safe in Education: Annex C, 2023)

The Co-Head as DSL will:

e take lead responsibility for safeguarding and children protection (including online
safety and understanding the filtering and monitoring systems and processes in
place) at the School;

Manage referrals

e refer cases of suspected abuse to the Local Authority Children’s Services in
accordance with this Policy;

e liagise with Children’s Services over suspected cases of child abuse or radicalization;
(In Wandsworth this means working with the MASH team if intervention criteria are
reached and the Early Help Services where intervention criteria are not reached);

e follow the Early Help/MARF Assessment (Wandsworth) procedures when a child is
deemedtobeinneedof additional support then to work as part of the Team Around
the Child;

e support Staff who make referrals to Children’s Services;

o refer cases to the Channel programme where there is a radicalisation concern;

e support members of Staff who make referrals to the Channel programme;

o refer cases where a person is dismissed or left due to risk/harm to a child to the
Disclosure and Barring Service;

e refer cases where a crime may have been committed to the Police. This should
include being aware of the requirement for children to have an Appropriate Adult.
Further information can be found in the Statutory guidance - PACE Code C 2019
(KCSIE, 2023).

Work with others

e qact as a point of contact and to develop effective working relationships with
external agencies and services;

e ligise with the Head to inform him/her of safeguarding issues especially when there
are ongoing enquiries under section 47 of the Children Act 19892 and/or police

investigations;

¢ ligise with the “case manager” and the designated officer(s) at the Local Authority
for child protection concerns in cases which concern a Staff member;

¢ licise with Staff (especially pastoral support staff, the School nurse, IT Technicians,
and SENDCO,) on matters of safety and safeguarding (including online and digital
safety) and when deciding whether to make a referral by liaising with relevant
agencies;

e be the main point of contact for external agencies pursuing Child Protection
investigations and to attend conferences and submit reports when required;

¢ bethe main point of contact for all in matters relating to Prevent;


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pace-code-c-2019
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/contents

be the main point of contact as part of the ‘Project Encompass’ which is an
information sharing agreement between the Police and Wandsworth Schools
concerning domestic abuse incidents;

act as a source of support, advice and expertise on Safeguarding issues for all Staff;
ensure the School has effective recruitment procedures, including checking all new
Staff to make sure they are safe to work with children and young people;

notify the DfE of the name of any member of Staff considered to be “unsuitable to
work with children”in accordance with statutory regulations.

Training

ensure that the Safeguarding team, including Safeguarding Governor and the
governing body, undergoes training to provide them with the knowledge and skills
required to carry out their roles (including online safety which, amongst other things,
includes an understanding of the expectations, applicable roles and responsibilities
in relation to filtering and monitoring);

undertake Prevent awareness training;

understand and support the School with regards to the requirements of the Prevent
duty and be able to provide advice and support to Staff on protecting children from
the risk of radicalisation;

ensure suitable training for Staff about the risks of radicalisation;

ensure Staff receive all appropriate training in Safeguarding to develop their
understanding of the signs and indicators of abuse;

ensure that Staff have the appropriate training on online safety in this area and that
pupils and their parents are provided with advice and guidance on online safety;
understand the assessment process for providing early help and statutory
intervention, including local criteria for action and Local Authority children’s social
carereferral arrangements;

have a working knowledge of how local authorities conduct a child protection case
conference and a child protection review conference and be able to attend and
contribute to these effectively when required to do so;

are alert to the specific needs of children in need, those with special educational
needs and young carers;

understandrelevant data protection legislation and regulations, especially the Data
Protection Act 2018 and the UK GDPR;

understand the importance of information sharing, both within the School and with

the external agencies, organisations and practitioners;

understand that it would be legitimate to share information without consent where:
it is not possible to gain consent; it cannot be reasonably expected that a
practitioner gains consent; and, if to gain consent would place a child at risk (KCSIE,

2023);

keep detailed, accurate, secure written records of concerns and referrals;

1
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understand the uniquerisks associated with online safety and be confident that they
have the relevant knowledge and up-to-date capability required to keep children
safe whilst they are online at school;

recognise the additionalrisks that children with SEND and disabilities face online and
to be confident they have the capability to support SEND children to stay safe online;
encourage a culture of listening to children and taking account of their wishes and
feelings;

refresh knowledge and skills at regular intervals.

Raise Awareness

ensure Staff are aware of the role of the DSL(s) and Safeguarding team;

ensure that this Policy is known, understood, and used appropriately;

make sure Staff are aware of the procedures to follow when they have a concern or
adisclosure to report;

ensure that this Policy has effective procedures for dealing with allegations of abuse
against members of Staff;

ensure Governing bodies and proprietors should ensure that those staff who work
directly with children read KCSIE Part 1and Annex B and ensure that those staff who

do not work directly with children read either Part one or Annex A (a condensed
version of Part one);

make an appropriate assessment, alongside the Governors, as to which guidance
will be most effective for Staff to safeguard and promote the welfare of children;
ensure allnew members of staff are made aware of systems within the school which
support safeguarding, and these should be explained to them as part of their
induction to the School;

ask all new members of Staff and Governors to confirm they have read and
understood this Policy and Appendices and Part 1 and Annexes A and H of KCSIE

2023.as part of their induction into the School;

in conjunction with the Safeguarding Team and Governing Body, to ensure that this
Policy is reviewed annually, and the procedures and implementation are updated
and reviewed regularly;

ensure that this Policy is available publicly on the School’s website and parents and
carers know referrals about suspected abuse or neglect may be made to external
agencies and the role of the School in this;

help promote educational outcomes by sharing information about the welfare,

safeguarding and child protection issues that children, including children with a
social worker are experiencing, or have experienced, with teachers and Prep
Management staff.

Child protection file
keep all concerns confidential and secure on MyConcern in accordance with UK
GDPR and for these records to be kept separate from pupil records;


Keeping%20Children%20Safe%20in%20Education,%202023%20updates%20and%20additions%20will%20be%20referred%20to%20as%20KCSIE,%202023%20throughout%20the%20policy.
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transfer child protection files to a new school or college in accordance with this
Policy.

Availability

The DSL and/or DDSLs will be available during School hours.

For out of School hours arrangements (such as overnight school trips), contact details
of the DSL will be provided to the lead member of Staff a meeting will be held to
discuss any specific pupil needs prior to the trip itself (logged formally) and the DSL
or DDSLs will be available to be contacted if required.

5. The Role of the Governing Body

The Governing Body will:

review this Policy and its effectiveness annually; nominate a Safeguarding
Governor to act as the lead Governor for child protection and safeguarding issues
in the School,

ensure that staff undergo regular updated safeguarding training (including online
safety and understanding the filtering and monitoring systems and processes in
place);

ensure that the Safeguarding Governor (Mrs Nancy Raines) will liaise with the Local
Authority and/or external agencies in the event an allegation or Safeguarding
concernis made against the Head;

ensure that mechanisms are in place to assist staff to understand and discharge
their role and responsibilities as set out in Part one (or Annex A if appropriate) of
KCSIE, 2023

remedy any deficiencies or weaknesses regarding Child Protection policies or

procedures that are brought to its attention without delay.

comply with their safeguarding duties under legislation and ensure that the
policies, procedures, and training in the School are effective and always comply
with the law;

ensure that all governors and trustees receive appropriate safeguarding and child
protection (including online) training at induction. This training should equip them
with the knowledge to provide strategic challenge to test and assure themselves
that the safeguarding policies and procedures in place in schools and colleges are
effective and support the delivery of arobust whole school approach to
safeguarding (KCSIE, 2023):

be aware of their obligations under the Human Rights Act 1998, (specifically, Article
3,814 and Protocol 1), The Equality Act 2010, (including the Public Sector Equality
Duty), and their local multi-agency safeguarding arrangements (KCSIE, 2023). (See
Appendix B);

ensure that the School contributes to inter-agency working in line with statutory

guidance; ensure that pupils are taught about safeguarding (including on-line
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safety and that this teaching is integrated, aligned, and considered as part of the
whole school safeguarding approach and has regard to Teaching Standards;

e ensure that the School contributes to inter-agency working in line with statutory
guidance;

e ensure that pupils are taught about safeguarding (including online safety).

6. MyConcern - Cloud based Safeguarding Software

MyConcern is the School’s simple to use, safe and secure software for recording and
managing all safeguarding concerns. The system enables all Staff to record any
safeguarding concern, safe in the knowledge that a proper record has been made and that
the DSL(s) have been automatically notified. It also equips the DSL to assess each concern
and manage any ongoing action that needs to be taken. MyConcern does not replace
‘Pupilnotes’or the use of ISAMS. Academic and Behaviouralconcerns are sent via Pupilnotes,
and Staff should use iISAMS to raise concerns, praise, and sanctions. MyConcernis used for
safeguarding concerns only. It is true to say that under achievement or persistent
behavioural concerns may be a warning sign for underlying safeguarding concerns and the
DSL will monitor this carefully, and, if necessary, upload information to MyConcern that has
been sent via Pupilnotes or ask Staff to so.

As highlighted in KCSIE Part 4 September 2023, all low-level concerns should also be

recorded, including details of concern, how the concern arose, and the actions taken. All
records should be reviewed so that patterns of concerning behaviour can be recognised
and appropriate action can be taken.

7. Safeguarding Training and Induction

The Safeguarding Team undertakes training at least annually which covers local Child
Protection procedures and inter-agency working and enables them to understand and
keep up with any developments relevant to therole.

The Safeguarding Team will undertake Prevent training as required with additional training
onthe TES Develop.

All new Staff to the School will undertake Child Protection training and training on the use of
MyConcern as part of their induction programme. They are also required to read and
understand this Policy and its procedures, the Staff Handbook and Code of Conduct,
Keeping Children Safe in Education Part 1including Annex A (depending on whether they
work directly with children or not) and will be required to have read and understood the
procedures for managing children missing or absent from education.

Staff, the Head and Governors will receive regular safeguarding and child protection
training no less than once an academic year and updates as required, such as statutory
changes.
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Staff and the Head will undertake the awareness course on radicalisation by Channel.

All Staff are required to read and understand ‘Advice to Staff on radicalisation’ as set out in
Appendix D.

8. Responsibilities and Duties of Staff

Child Protection and Safeguarding is the responsibility of everyone. Everyone who
comes into contact with children and their families has arole to play in safeguarding
children.

Itis essential that everybody working in a school or college understands their safeguarding

responsibilities. Therefore, all Staff have a duty and responsibility to:

have a child-centred approach by always considering what is in the best interests
of achild;

understand the systems the School has in place to support safeguarding including
understanding this Policy and its procedures and the School’s other policies and
documents (as set out in the Section 2, Application and Scope);

read Part Tand Annex B of KCSIE, 2023 or Annex A with this Policy and Appendices
and other pertinent policies as directed by the DSL;

be aware of and understand the Types and Indicators of Abuse and Neglect so that
they can identify children who may be in need of help or protection or who are
suffering, or likely to suffer, significant harm;

understand that abuse, neglect, and safeguarding issues are rarely standalone
eventsthat canbe covered by one definition orlabel and thatin most cases, multiple
issues will overlap with one another;

understand that a child is considered to have been abused or at risk of abuse when
the basic needs of that child are not being met. Harms include (but not limited to)
neglect, ill-treatment, physical, sexual, or emotional abuse, impairment of physical
or mental health or impairment of physical, intellectual, emotional, or social
development.

be aware that children may not feel ready or know how to tell someone that they
are being abused, exploited, or neglected, and/or they may not recognise their
experiences as harmful. For example, children may feel embarrassed, humiliated, or
threatened. This could be due to their vulnerability, disability and/or sexual
orientation or language barriers. This should not prevent staff from having a
professional curiosity and speaking to the DSL if they have concerns about a child.
It is important that staff determine how best to build trusted relationships with
children and young people which facilitate communication (KCSIE, 2023).

15


https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1161273/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2023_-_statutory_guidance_for_schools_and_colleges.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1161273/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2023_-_statutory_guidance_for_schools_and_colleges.pdf

be aware of relevant data protection principles (DPA 2018 and UK GDPR), but
understand that information must be shared where there is a need to safeguard or
promote the welfare of a child and that fear about sharing information must not be
allowed to stand in the way of the need to promote the welfare, and protect the
safety of children;

have a good understanding of online safety and understanding the filtering and
monitoring systems and processes in place;

be prepared to identify children who may benefit from Early Help and understand
their role inidentifying emerging problems and sharing concerns with the DSL;

understand specific safeguarding issues that can put children at risk of harm and in
particular Children Missing Education, Children Absent from Education, Child
Criminal Exploitation, Child Sexual Exploitation; Children missing from Home or Care;
County Lines; Violence Against Women and Girls, Honour Based Abuse, Female
Genital Mutilation, Serious Youth Violence and Radicalisation;

be able to reassure victims that they are being taken seriously and that they will be
supported and kept safe. A victim should never be given the impression that they
are creating a problem by reporting abuse, sexual violence, or sexual harassment.

Nor should a victim ever be made to feel ashamed for making areport;

understand the legal requirement upon them to follow statutory mandatory
reporting guidelines if they suspect a girl has undergone, or is at risk of FGM,;

know what to do if a pupil discloses /alleges abuse or neglect;

understand and implement the procedures to report concerns and work with
Children’s Services and external agencies when necessary;

seek guidance from the DSL if they are unsure how to proceed in a potential Child
Protection situation;

understand the duties to share information about safeguarding concerns whilst
maintaining an appropriate level of confidentiality. This means only involving those
who need to beinvolved such as the DSL or Deputy;

understand the types of child-on-child abuse and specific procedures to follow to
report any disclosures/allegations to the DSL in accordance with this Policy;

keep detailed records of any safeguarding conversation or event in accordance
with the Record Keeping and Confidentiality section of this Policy;

in accordance with the whistle blowing_section of this Policy, understand the duty
to raise concerns about the inappropriate attitude or actions of colleagues and
about poor or unsafe practice and potential failures in School’s safeguarding
procedures. If it is found that an allegation is unsubstantiated, unfounded, false, or
malicious, the Designated Safeguarding Lead should investigate whether the child
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who has made the allegation is in need of additional support or may have been
abused by someone else.

9. Early Help
Early help means providing support to a child as soon as a problem emerges.

All Staff should be prepared to identify children who may benefit from Early Help. Mental
Health and Behaviourin Schools November 2018, highlights that ‘early intervention to identify
issues and provide effective supportis crucial’.

All Staff are to be aware of theimportance of being alert to the potential need for Early Help
for a child who:

e isdisabled and has specific educational needs;
e hasspecial educational needs;

e is showing signs of engaging in anti-social or criminal behaviour, including gang
involvement and association with organised crime groups;

e s frequently missing/goes missing from care or from home;

e isatrisk of modern slavery, trafficking, or exploitation;

e isatrisk of beingradicalised or exploited;

e ismisusing drugs or alcohol themselves;

e isaprivately fostered child;

e hasaparent/carerin custody;

e isself-harming;

e isinafamily circumstance that presents challenges for the child, such as substance
abuse, adult mental health problems and domestic abuse;

e hasreturned home to their family from care;

e isshowingearly signs of abuse and/or neglect.

The school role in supporting and promoting mental health and wellbeing can be
summarised as:

- Prevention: creating a safe and calm environment where mental health problems are less
likely, improving the mental health and wellbeing of the whole school population, and
equipping pupils to be resilient so that they can manage the normal stress of life effectively.
This will include teaching pupils about mental wellbeing through the curriculum and
reinforcing this teaching through school activities and ethos;

- Identification: recognising emerging issues as early and accurately as possible;

- Early support: helping pupils to access evidence based early support and interventions;
and
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- Access to specialist support: working effectively with external agencies to provide swift
access or referrals to specialist support and treatment.

Types and indicators of Abuse and Neglect

All Staff should be concerned about a child if he or she:

has any injury which is not typical of the bumps and scrapes normally associated
with an accidental injury;

regularly has unexplained injuries;

gives confused or conflicting explanations about how injuries were sustained,;
exhibits significant changes in behaviour, performance or attitude or a deterioration
in general wellbeing;

discloses self-harm or where self-harm is suspected:;

makes an allegation against another pupil of abuse or inappropriate behaviour;
isinvolvedin sexually inappropriate behavior physically in person/or online such as
behavior which is explicit and / or inappropriate to his or her age / stage of
development;

discloses an experience in which he or she may have been significantly harmed;
displays behaviour or expresses opinions that raise concerns under the Prevent
Duty.

From an early age, children may present with the following:

poor hygiene

poor dental health

poor diet or insufficient food

gorging on, scavenging for food

medical needs not attended to or missed health appointments
inappropriate clothing for the weather

persistent and non-treatment of head lice

persistent iliness that goes untreated

They may also be:

left alone at home or inappropriate supervision, supervisors of children;
children of parents who are substance abusers, have poor mental health or live in
homes where domestic violence occurs.

(Taken from Early Years Hub, 2021)

All members of Staff should familarise themselves and understand the following types and

indications of abuse and neglect:
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Abuse: a form of maltreatment of a child. Somebody may abuse or neglect a child by
inflicting harm or by failing to act to prevent harm. Harm can include ill treatment that is
not physical as well as the impact of witnessing ill treatment of others. This can be
particularly relevant, for example, in relation to the impact on children of all forms of
domestic abuse (KCSIE, 2023). Children may be abused in a family or in aninstitutional or
community setting by those known to them or, more rarely, by others (e.g., via the
internet). They may be abused by an adult or adults or another child or children (child-
on-child).

Physical abuse: a form of abuse which may involve hitting, shaking, throwing, poisoning,
burning, or scalding, drowning, suffocating or otherwise causing physical harm to a
child. Physical harm may also be caused when a parent or carer fabricates the
symptoms of, or deliberately induces, illness in a child.

Emotional abuse: the persistent emotional maltreatment of a child such as to cause
severe and adverse effects on the child’s emotional development. It may involve
conveying to a child that they are worthless or unloved, inadequate, or valued only as
far as they meet the needs of another person. It may include not giving the child
opportunities to express their views, deliberately silencing them or ‘making fun’ of what
they say or how they communicate. It may feature age or developmentally
inappropriate expectations being imposed on children. These may include interactions
that are beyond a child’s developmental capability as well as overprotection and
limitation of exploration and learning or preventing the child participating in normal
social interaction. It may involve seeing or hearing the ill-treatment of another. It may
involve serious bullying (including cyberbullying), causing children frequently to feel
frightened or in danger, or the exploitation or corruption of children. Some level of
emotional abuseisinvolvedin all types of maltreatment of a child, although it may occur
alone.

Sexual abuse: involves forcing or enticing a child or young person to take part in sexual
activities, not necessarily involving a high level of violence, whether or not the child is
aware of what is happening. The activities may involve physical contact, including
assault by penetration (for example rape or oral sex) or non-penetrative acts such as
masturbation, upskirting, kissing, rubbing, and touching outside of clothing. They may
also include non-contact activities, such as involving children in looking at, or in the
production of, sexual images, watching sexual activities, encouraging children to
behave in sexually inappropriate ways, or grooming a child in preparation for abuse
(including via the internet). Adult males do not solely perpetrate Sexual abuse. Women
can also commit acts of sexual abuse, as can other children.

Neglect: the persistent failure to meet a child’s basic physical and/or psychological
needs, likely to result in the serious impairment of the child’s health or development.
Neglect may occur during pregnancy as d result of maternal substance abuse. Once a
child is born, neglect may involve a parent or carer failing to: provide adequate food,
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clothing, and shelter (including exclusion from home or abandonment); protect a child
from physical and emotional harm or danger; ensure adequate supervision (including
the use of inadequate caregivers); or ensure access to appropriate medical care or
treatment. It may also include neglect of, or unresponsiveness to, a child’s basic
emotional needs.

e Domestic Abuse: any incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, coercive,
threatening behaviour, violence, or abuse between those aged sixteen or over who are,
orhavebeen, intimate partners or family membersregardless of gender or sexuality. The
abuse can encompass, butis not limited to psychological, physical, sexual, financial, and
emotional. All children can witness and be adversely affected by domestic abuse in the
context of their home life where domestic abuse occurs between family members.
Exposure to domestic abuse and/or violence can have a serious, long lasting emotional
and psychological impact on children. In some cases, a child may blame themselves for
the abuse or may have had to leave the family home as a result. Domestic abuse may
have a detrimental and long-term impact on their health, wellbeing, development, and

ability to learn (KCSIE, 2023).

e TheSchoolis part of the ‘Project Encompass’ which is an information sharing agreement
between the Police and Wandsworth Schools. Thismeans thatif police haveresponded
to a domestic abuse incident involving a pupil at the School, information (without
specific details) will be provided to the DSL who will treat this information as sensitive
and confidential.

Information sharingis vital inidentifying and tackling all forms of abuse and neglect, and
in promoting children’s welfare, including their educational outcomes. The School has
powers to share, hold and use information for these purposes.

Further details as to the Types and Indicators of Abuse and Neglect are set out in
Appendix C of this Policy.

11. Specific Safeguarding issues

All staff should have an awareness of safeguarding issues that can put children at risk of
harm. Behaviours linked to issues such as drug taking and or alcohol misuse, deliberately
missing education and consensual and non-consensual sharing of nudes and semi-nude
images and/or videos can be signs that children are at risk. Other safeguarding issues all
staff should be aware of and alert to include:

Child Missing Education (CME) and Children Absent from Education

A child going missing from education (not registered on roll nor declared to an authority) or
a child absent from education (missing school frequently) is a potential indicator of abuse or
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neglect and the School has in place procedures to follow up on unauthorised absences.
Class teachers, Classroom Assistants and Support Staff monitor pupil attendance and
punctuality and correspond with parents when there is a concern. Where a child is deemed
to be missing or absent from education, particularly on repeat occasions, the DSL will take
advice from Children’s Services. The aim will always be to identify the risk of abuse or
neglect and to help prevent the risks of the child going missing in the future. Staff should be
alert to the potential risks of poor or non-attendance and cessation of attendance,
including the signs to look out for and triggers to be aware of when considering the risks of
potential concerns such as travelling to war zones, FGM and forced marriage.

In order to help ascertain the whereabouts of a child in their absence, itis the School’s policy
to hold at least two emergency contact numbers for each child.

The School has a duty to report any pupil who has been absent without the School’s
permission for a continuous period of 10 days or more.

The School abides by the legal framework governing School attendance School
attendance; Departmental advice for maintained schools, academies and independent
schools andlocal authorities (2022), published by the DfE.

Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE)

Although statistically more likely to occur in young adults, it is important to mention that:

CSE is receiving something as a result of engaging in sexual activities. Signs to look out for
include pupils appearing with unexplained gifts or new possessions, children with older
girlfriends/boyfriends, children with STIs or needing emergency contraception or becoming
pregnant, children who regularly miss school, misuse alcohol or drugs and who suffer from
changes in emotional wellbeing. Child sexual exploitation does not always involve physical
contact, it also can occur using technology. Staff must also be aware that CSE can occur
within relationships that appear consensual.

CSE is a form of child sexual abuse. Sexual abuse may involve physical contact, including
assault by penetration (for example, rape or oral sex) or nonpenetrative acts such as
masturbation, kissing, rubbing, and touching outside clothing. It may include non-contact
activities, such as involving children in the production of sexual images, forcing children to
look at sexualimages or watch sexual activities, encouraging children to behave in sexually
inappropriate ways or grooming a child in preparation for abuse including via the internet.

CSE can occur over time or be a one-off occurrence, and may happen without the child’s
immediate knowledge e.g., through others sharing videos orimages of them on social media.

Online Child Sexual Exploitation (OCSE)

OCSE is a genre of internet offending which includes, but is not defined by, traditional
notions of online grooming. In this context, OCSE includes the much broader threat from
online communication with a child for the purposes of sexual exploitation and may include:
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e Indecentimages of children (IOC)

e Risks associated with Webmail, social networking, and file hosting
e File sharing (child to child)

e Self-generatedindecent imagery (SGII)

e Livevideo streaming

e Publication of Private Sexual Images (Revenge Pornography)

e CyberBullying

o Cyber Stalking

Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE)

CCE is where anindividual or group takes advantage of an imbalance of power to coerce,
control, manipulate or deceive a child into any criminal activity (a) in exchange for
something the victim needs or wants, and/or (b) for the financial or other advantage of the
perpetrator or facilitator and/or (c) through violence or the threat of violence. The victim
may have been criminally exploited even if the activity appears consensual. CCE does not
always involve physical contact; it can also occur using technology.

CCE can include children being forced to work in cannabis factories, being coerced into
moving drugs or money across the country, forced to shoplift or pickpocket, or to threaten
other young people.

It is important to note that the experience of girls who are criminally exploited can be very
different to that of boys. The indicators may not be the same, however professionals should
be aware that girls are at risk of criminal exploitation too. It is also important to note that

both boys and girls being criminally exploited may be at higher risk of sexual exploitation.

County Lines (CL)

Cl is a term used to describe gangs and organised criminal networks involved in exporting
illegal drugs (primarily crack cocaine and heroin) into one or more importing areas using
dedicated mobile phone lines or other form of “deal line.” Exploitation is an integral part of
the county lines offending model with children and vulnerable adults exploited to move and
store drugs and money. Offenders will often use coercion, intimidation, violence (including
sexual violence) and weapons to ensure compliance of victims.

Children Who Go Missing from Home or Care

Children who go missing are particularly vulnerable and may be at significant risk at times.
The immediate risks associated with going missing include:

¢ No means of support or legitimate income — leading to high-risk activities
e Involvementin criminal activities
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Victim of Abuse

Victim of crime, for example through sexual assault and exploitation
Alcohol/substance misuse

Deterioration of physical and mental health

Missing schooling and education

Increased vulnerability

Longer-termrisks include:

Long-term drug dependency / alcohol dependency
Crime

Homelessness

Disengagement from education

Child sexual exploitation

Poor physical and/or mental health

Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG)

VAWG is any act of gender—based violence that results in, or is likely to result in physical,
sexual, or psychological harm or suffering to women (including crimes committed in the
name of ‘honour,” domestic abuse, female genital mutilation, forced marriage, sexual
violence, abuse, exploitation and rape, stalking, harassment, trafficking, and prostitution). If
members of Staff have a concern about or knowledge of any VAWG incidents, they must
share it immediately with the DSL with a view to referring to appropriate agencies.

Honour Based Abuse (HBA)

HBA (so-called) encompasses incidents or crimes which have been committed to protect or
defend the so called “honour” of the family and/or the community, including female genital
mutilation (FGM), forced marriage, and practices such as breast ironing. Abuse committed
in the context of preserving “honour” often involves a wider network of family or community
pressure and can include multiple perpetrators. It is important to be aware of this dynamic
and additional risk factors when deciding what form of safeguarding action to take. All
forms of HBA are abuse (regardless of the motivation) and should be handled and escalated
as such. Professionals in all agencies, and individuals and groups in relevant communities,
need to be alert to the possibility of a child being at risk of HBA, or already having suffered
HBA.

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)

FGM comprises all procedures involving partial or total removal of the external female
genitalia or otherinjury to the female genital organs. Itisillegalin the UK andis a form of child
abuse with long-lasting harmful consequences.
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Whilst all Staff should speak to the DSL (or DDSL) regarding any concerns about FGM, there
is a specific legal duty on teachers. If a teacher, in the course of their work in the profession,
discovers that an act of FGM appears to have been carried out on a girlunder the age of 18,
the teacher must personally report this to the police. This is a mandatory reporting
procedure. Staff should call the police on 101. If a girl is at immediate risk of harm, teachers
should dial 999. Staff should also call Children’s Services. The details are set out in Appendix
A. The Staff member must thereafter immediately inform the DSL or DDSL.

Staff should be aware that those failing to report such cases will face disciplinary sanctions.
It will be rare for Staff to see visual evidence, and they should not be examining pupils.

Serious Youth Violence

Serious Youth Violence is any offence of serious violence or weapon enabled crime, where
the victim is aged 1-19 (murder, manslaughter, rape, wounding with intent and causing
grievously bodily harm.) “Youth Violence’ is defined in the same way, but also includes
assault with injury offences.

Staff should be aware of the indicators, which may signal children are at risk from, or are
involved with serious violent crime. These may include increased absence from school, a
change in friendships or relationships with older individuals or groups, a significant decline
in performance, signs of self-harm or a significant change in wellbeing, or signs of assault or
unexplained injuries. Unexplained gifts or new possessions could also indicate that children
have been approached by, or are involved with, individuals associated with criminal
networks or gangs and may be at risk of criminal exploitation (see paragraph on CCE).

All staff should be aware of the range of risk factors which increase the likelihood of
involvement in serious violence, such as being male, having been frequently absent or
permanently excluded from school, having experienced child maltreatment and having
been involved in offending, such as theft or robbery. Advice for schools and colleges is

provided in the Home Office’s Preventing youth violence and gang involvement and its

Criminal exploitation of children and vulnerable adults: county lines guidance.

Staff must share any concerns about or knowledge of children carrying weapons
immediately with the DSL.

Further details of the School’s responsibilities in this area are set out in Appendix F.

Prevent - Radicalisation

The School is committed to safeguarding its pupils from radicalisation/extremism and
preventing them from being drawn to terrorism. The School is equally committed to working
with relevant sectors and institutions if it is discovered that a member of the School’s
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community is in danger of becoming/has become radicalised or has been/is in danger of
being drawn to terrorism.

One of the current terror threats in the United Kingdom at present is exploiting vulnerable
children who are susceptible to being drawn into terrorism. The normalisation of extreme
views through areas such as social media enables further manipulation of children. The
School is clear that exploitation and radicalisation is a safeguarding concern and
understand its responsibilities as set out in Prevent Duty and legislation and will ensure these
are adhered to.

Staff should refer to the list of physical, social, and emotional changes listed in the IPS
training document, Advice to Staff on radicalisation - see Appendix D.

The DSL, alongside the Head, will assess the level of risk within School and will decide upon

an action plan to mitigate against risk.

Referrals can be made to Prevent Coordinator (Wandsworth Borough Council) the contact

details of whom are set out in Appendix A.
12. Child-on-Child Abuse (Formerly Peer-on-Peer)

All staff should be aware that children can abuse other children (often referred to as child-
on-child abuse). And that it can happen both inside and outside of school and online. It is
important that all staff recognise the indicators and signs of child-on-child abuse and know
how to identify it and respond to reports. All staff should understand that even if there are
no reports in the school it does not mean it is not happening, it may be the case that it is just
not being reported. As such it is important if staff have any concerns regarding child-on-
child abuse, they should speak to their Designated Safeguarding Dead (or Deputy
Safeguarding Lead).

It is essential that all staff understand the importance of challenging inappropriate
behaviours between children, many of which are listed below, that are actually abusive in
nature. Downplaying certain behaviours, for example dismissing sexual harassment as “just
banter”, “just having alaugh”, “part of growing up” or “boys being boys” canlead to a culture
of unacceptable behaviours, an unsafe environment for children and in worst case
scenarios a culture that normalises abuse leading to children accepting it as normal and not

coming forward to reportit.
Child-on-child abuse is most likely to include, but may not be limited to:

e bullying (including cyberbullying, prejudice-based and discriminatory bullying);

e abuseinintimate personal relationships between peers;

e physical abuse such as hitting, kicking, shaking, biting, hair pulling, or otherwise
causing physical harm (this may include an online element which facilitates,
threatens and/or encourages physical abuse);
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e sexualviolence, such asrape, assault by penetration and sexual assault; (this may
include an online element which facilitates, threatens and/or encourages sexual
violence);

e sexual harassment, such as sexual comments, remarks, jokes, and online sexual
harassment, which may be standalone or part of a broader pattern of abuse;

e someone to engage in sexual activity without consent, such as forcing someone to
strip, touch themselves sexually, or to engage in sexual activity with a third party;

e consensual and non-consensual sharing of nudes and semi-nude images and or
videos (also known as sexting or youth produced sexual imagery);

e upskirting, which typically involves taking a picture under a person’s clothing
without their permission, with the intention of viewing their genitals or buttocks to
obtain sexual gratification, or cause the victim humiliation, distress, or alarm;

e initiation/hazing type violence and rituals (this could include activities involving
harassment, abuse or humiliation used as a way of initiating a person into a group
and may also include an online element).

All staff should be clear as to the school’s policy and procedures with regards to child-on-
child abuse and the significant role they have to play in preventing it and responding where
they believe a child may be at risk fromit.

Forms of Child-on-Child abuse

The forms of child-on-child abuse are outlined below:

Sexual violence and sexual harassment between children

e Sexualviolence and sexual harassment can occur between two children of any age
and sex. It can also occur through a group of children sexually assaulting or sexually
harassing a single child or group of children.

e Sexual violence includes sexual offences under the Sexual Offences Act 2003: rape,
assault by penetration and sexual assault.

e Consent is about having the freedom and capacity to choose. Consent to sexual
activity may be given to one sort of sexual activity but not another and can be
withdrawn at any time during sexual activity and each time activity occurs. Someone

consents to penetration only if s/he agrees by choice and has the freedom and
capacity to make that choice. A child under thirteen can never consent to sexual
activity, the age of consent is sixteen, sexual intercourse without consent is rape.

e The Schoolunderstands consent as above and pupils are taught the same.

e Sexual harassment is the ‘unwanted conduct of a sexual nature’ that can occur
online and offline. Some examples of sexual harassment include (but are not limited
to): sexual comments such as telling sexual stories, making lewd comments, making
sexual remarks about clothes and appearance and calling someone sexualised
names; sexual ‘jokes’; physical behaviour such as deliberately brushing against
someone, interfering with someone’s clothes, displaying pictures, photographs or
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drawings of a sexual nature; online sexual harassment, sexting, sexualised online
bullying, unwanted sexual messages including on social media, sexual exploitation,
cohesion and threats.

e The School considers sexual harassment in broad terms and will challenge
inappropriate behaviours to mitigate against therisks of a culture whichmay lead to
sexual violence.

o |f Staff have any concerns or receive a report of child-on-child sexual violence
and/or sexual harassment, they should, without delay, raise these concerns with the
DSL following the reporting procedures set out in this Policy.

e Although statistically significantly less likely in the Prep School, KCSIE, 2023 sets a
reminder for staff that they should be aware of the possible health needs that might
arise following a sexual assault such as physical, mental, and sexual health problems
and unwanted pregnancy,

Child-on-child Abuse: Allegations involving one or more pupil(s) against another pupil:

The School recognises that children can abuse their peers and that child-on-child abuse
can manifestitself in many ways. Children might abuse other children physically, sexually, or
emotionally. Abuse can include (but is not limited to): physical abuse, sexting, sexual
violence, or sexual harassment, initiating or hazing-type violence and rituals, bullying
(including online), physical abuse and upskirting.

Staff and Governors will not tolerate any form of abuse at the School. The School adopts a
zero-tolerance approach to child-on-child abuse/bullying. This means that all staff should
challenge and report all forms of child-on-child abuse when it is seen or heard within the
School community. Further to this, the School should act as though incidents of child-on-
child abuse are happening even when there are no specific reports. As part of their
Safeguarding Training, IPS staff are asked to approach their safeguarding responsibilities
with the following phrases in mind:

- ‘Safeguardingis everyone’s responsibility’

‘It could happen here’

‘Report the niggling doubt’

‘Think the unthinkable’

‘Nip the problem in the bud’
All child-on-child abuse is unacceptable. Such allegations are taken very seriously and are
never passed off as ‘banter,” just having a laugh’ or ‘part of growing up.’

Staff are aware that all forms of child-on-child abuse are unacceptable and will be taken
seriously. As outlined in KSCIE, 2023, in the case of sexual violence and sexual harassment,
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staff are aware that it is more likely that girls will be the victims and it is more likely that the
acts will be perpetrated by boys. Risks will always be assessed considering this.

The School understands that some groups of children (for example LGBT+ and SEND
children) can be more at risk of child-on-child abuse and certain children may face
additional barriers to telling someone about an instance of child-on-child abuse because
of their vulnerability, disability, sex, ethnicity and/or sexual orientation;

Risks can be compounded where children who are LGBT lack a trusted adult with whom
they can be open. It is therefore vital that staff endeavour to reduce the additional barriers
faced and provide a safe space for them to speak out or share their concerns with members

of staff (KCSIE, 2023).

The Schoolemploys a variety of approaches to minimise the risk of child-on-child abuse and
to create a culture which does not tolerate child-on-child abuse. Examples include:

e curriculum including teaching pupils about wellbeing, mental health safeguarding,
keeping themselves safe, online safety, relationships, and sex education;

e anopen culture of pupils sharing concerns with Staff and Staff handling concernsiin
a sensitive and non-judgmental way and in line with the procedures set out in this
Policy;

e additional workshops, school trips and visiting speakers;
e celebrations of diversity and cultural heritage;
e whole-school assemblies.
All Staff receive safeguarding training and are familiar with this Policy.

Examples of practical steps taken to minimise the risk of child-on-child abuse (further details
can be found in the School’s Anti-Bullying and Anti Cyber-Bullying Policy and Behaviour
Management Policy):

e Pupils are supervised by Staff during the day.

e Pupils must attend the Family Room located in Macleod House, Wrap Around Care,
Pre-Prep library, or a formal after-school activity and cannot remain on site once the
School day has concluded.

e Pupils are encouraged to share concerns about their safety and well-being with any
member of Staff and in particular with key pastoral Staff and are provided with
information as to where they can be found. The Prep Management Team has an
‘open-door’ policy. Pastoral concerns are shared amongst the pastoral team
through regular meetings.

e The School Nurseis available to see pupils who are experiencing difficulties.

e Classrooms have windows to ensure that anyone passing a room can see into it.
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e Allforms of bullying are dealt with swiftly and firmly and in accordance with the
School’s Anti-bullying and Anti-Cyber Bullying Policy and Behaviour Management
Policy. Pupils are encouraged to share information about bullying with Staff.

Additional consultation can be found at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/behaviour-in-schools--2

e The School will cooperate fully with external agencies e.g., CAMHS in ensuring that
any pupil who has suffered child-on-child abuse receives the support they need.

Harmful Sexual Behaviour:

e Children’s sexual behaviour exists on a wide continuum from normal and
developmentally expected, to inappropriate, problematic, abusive, and violent.
Children and Young people presenting with sexual behaviours that are outside of
developmentally ‘normative’ parameters may be harmful to themselves and others.
Harmful sexual behaviour may occur online and/or offline and can also occur
simultaneously between the two.

e The DSL and DDSLs, as part of their safeguarding training, have a good
understanding of harmful sexual behaviour to aid in implementing preventive
measures and education at the School.

Child Sexual Exploitation:

e Inthe case of child-on-child abuse, this is where a child under the age of eighteenis
coerced, exploited, or manipulated into sexual activity by peer(s) who are also under
the age of 18.

Youth Produced Sexual Imagery (Sexting):

e Sexting is the production and/or sharing of sexual photos and videos of children
under the age of eighteen. Creating and sharing sexual photos and videos of
children under eighteen is a criminal offence. The School recognises the harm and
distress sexting can cause and alerts pupils to the dangers of sexting. The School
follows the advice published by the UK Council for Internet Safety (UKCIS). The
specific procedures to be followed are set out below.

Upskirting:

e Acriminal offence which typically involves taking a picture under a person’s clothing
without them knowing, with the intention of viewing their genitals or buttocks to
obtain sexual gratification or to cause the victim humiliation, distress, or alarm.
Persons of any gender can be a victim of upskirting.

All the above can be classified as child-on-child abuse and it should be understood that a
child may experience one or more of these facets at any one time.
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Procedures to follow: allegation of child-on-child abuse

If an allegation/disclosure of child-on-child abuse is made whether historic or

contemporaneous:

The member of Staff receiving the allegation will immediately inform the DSL and
record details of any disclosure on MyConcern. The member of staff, as in the case
with all safeguarding matters, must not promise confidentiality to the victim but must
reassure them by providing information about the next steps and to whom the report
will be passed.

The DSL will follow the procedures set out in this Policy to seek advice from Children’s
Services and make areferralto Children’s Services and/or the Police as appropriate.

The DSL will ensure that all children involved in the allegation (if pupils of the School)
are provided with support via the School’s pastoral support systems and/or by
referring to external agencies. It is essential that the victim feels as if they have been
taken seriously and that they will be supported and kept safe.

A victim should never be given the impression that they are creating a problem by
reporting sexual violence or sexual harassment, nor should a victim ever be made to
feel ashamed for making a report or their experience minimized. The Head will act in
accordance with the School’s Behaviour Management Policy to determine whether
any disciplinary action (including suspension or exclusion) of a pupil against whom
an allegation has been made is necessary. Consideration will be given to
appropriate risk assessment considering the risks posed to all pupils and to put
adequate measures in place to protect them and keep them safe.

Procedures to follow: Sexual Imagery

If a member of Staff suspects that a pupilisin possession of indecent or sexual imagery:

The member of Staff should confiscate the device, switch it off/put it in flight mode
and deliver the phone to the DSL.

The member of staff should explain that they willneed to report it and reassure them
that they will receive support and help from the DSL.

The DSL will take the appropriate action in accordance with this Policy and in the
case of Youth Produced Sexual Imagery, follow the advice provided by UKCIS.

The member of Staff must not print, copy, or view the image — this could be illegal;
If accidentally viewed, the member of Staff should inform the DSL.
The member of Staff should not delete or ask the pupil to delete the image.

The member of Staff should not ask the pupil to disclose information regarding the
imagery. This is the responsibility of the DSL.
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e The member of Staff should not share information about the incident with other
members of staff, the pupil itinvolves or their, or other, parents and/or carers.

e TheHead willactin accordance with the School’s Behaviour Management Policy to
determine whether any disciplinary action (including suspension or exclusion) of a
pupil in possession of the sexual imagery is necessary.

13. Bullying, Discrimination, Harassment and Victimisation
Bullying, discrimination, harassment and/or victimisation will not be tolerated in our School.
The School has a separate Anti-bullying and Anti-Cyber Bullying Policy.

In accordance with the School’s polices, action will be taken to prevent and respond to
incidents of discrimination, harassment, or victimisation in particular because of gender or
gender reassignment, special educational need or disability, race, religion, or belief, cultural
or linguistic background, sexual orientation or related to pregnancy or maternity.

Racist or homophobic comments will not be tolerated and are subject to the School’s Anti-
bullying and Anti-Cyber Bullying Policy and Behaviour Management Policies. Repeated
racist or homophobic incidents or a single serious incident may lead to consideration as to
whether child protection procedures should be implemented.

The School is aware that a child with special educational needs or disability can face
additional challenges; his or her condition might attract negative comments/attention; he or
she may be less well equipped to handle a negative situation; he or she may find it more
difficult to communicate a problem and may not display outward signs; Staff may make
assumptions about indicators of abuse, relating them to the learning need or disability and
not to possible abuse.

14.What to do if a pupil discloses/alleges abuse

If a child discloses/alleges that he or she has been abused in some way, the member of Staff
should do the following:

e Listento whatis being said without displaying shock or disbelief;
e Acceptwhatis being said;

e Allow the child to talk freely;

e Reassure the child, but do not make promises which it might not be possible to keep;
e Not promise confidentiality;

e Reassure him or her that what has happened is not his or her fault;
e Stressthatit was theright thing to tell;

e Listen,rather than ask direct or leading questions;

e Notcriticise the alleged perpetrator;

e Explain what must be done next and who has to be told;

e Raise the concernon MyConcern;

e Passinformation to the DSL (or Deputy) without delay.

31



How a Staff member should respond to a child raising a concern of abuse:

Show acceptance of what the child says;

Keep calm;

Look at the child directly;

Be honest;

Tell the child you will need to let someone else know;

Be aware that the child may have been threatened, coached, or bribed not to tell;
Never push for information; if the child decides not to tell you after all, then accept
that and let them know that you are always ready to listen.

Helpful things to say:

| understand what you are saying;
Thank you for telling me;

Itis not your fault;

I will help you.

Things not to say:

Why didn’t you tell anyone before?

can’t believe it!

Are you sure thisis true?

Why? How? When? Who? Where?

Never make false promises

Never make statements such as “I am shocked, don’t tell anyone else.”

At the end of the conversation:

Reassure the child that they were right to tell you and show acceptance;

Let the child know what you are going to do next and that you will let them know
what happens;

Contact the DSL or DDSL or in emergency situations the appropriate external agency
(police, doctor, ambulance, or Wandsworth Children Services);

Consider your own feelings and seek pastoral support if needed.

15.Procedures for Staff to Report Concerns

If a member of Staff has any concerns about a child (including concerns regarding possible

child-on-child abuse) they must report thisimmediately to the DSL(s) or Deputy.

If a member of Staff has reported a concern or disclosure to the Designated Safeguarding

Lead and is not satisfied with the action taken by that person, the Staff member with

concerns should speak with the Designated Safeguarding Lead again or the Head.

In exceptional circumstances such as an emergency or where there is a concern that the
appropriate action has not been taken by the School, Staff should make a direct referral to
Children’s Services the contact details of which are in Appendix A.
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Itis the School’s Policy for Staff to raise concerns or report disclosures to the DSL in the first
instance save for in exceptional circumstances such as an emergency or where there is a
concern that the appropriate action has not been taken.

It is noted however that any member of Staff can make a referral to Children’s Services at
any time. If a member of Staff makes a referral directly, he or she should inform the
Designated Safeguarding Lead as soon as possible.

In addition to the procedures in this Policy, Staff are also directed to the non-statutory
guidance, “What to do if you're worried a child is being abused, advice for practitioners”

A flowchart of actions following a report of a concern about a child is set out at Appendix E.

16.Procedures for DSL following the report of abuse or concern

Uponreceipt of areport of abuse of a pupil by an adult or another child/other children,
or upon receipt of a concern, the DSL will do the following:

e Call999 (Police) if the childis inimmediate danger.

e Consult with the Head concerning the most appropriate course of action.

e decide whether to report the concern or report of abuse to Children’s Services via
the Multi Agency Referral Form.

e Where achildis suffering, oris likely to suffer from harm, it is important that a referral
to local authority children’s social care (and if appropriate the police) is made
immediately. Referrals should follow the local referral process (KCSIE, 2023).

e Inthe case of abuse by one or more pupils against another pupil, there should be a
referral to Children’s Services where there is reasonable cause to suspect that a
pupil is suffering or likely to suffer significant harm. In such cases, all the children
involved (whether perpetrator or victim) should be treated as at risk.

e If in doubt as to whether a referral should be made, the DSL may consult with
Children’s Services or other appropriate professionals on a no names basis without
identifying the family. However, as soon as sufficient concern exists that a child may
be at risk of significant harm, a referral should be made without delay.

e The DSL will ordinarily contact the child’s parent(s)/carer(s) to obtain their consent
before a referral to Children Services is made. However, if the concern involves
alleged or suspected sexual abuse, honour-based abuse, fabricated or induced
illness or the DSL has any reason to believe that informing the parent at this stage
might compromise the safety of the child or a Staff member, nothing should be said
to the parent/carer ahead of the referral. The rationale for the decision to progress
without consent should be provided with the referral.

e |f the DSL makes the initial referral by telephone, the DSL will confirm the referral in
writing to Children’s Services within 24 hours. If no response or acknowledgment is
received within one working day, the DSL will contact Children’s Services again.
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e The DSL will report concerns regarding radicalisation immediately to Children’s
Services. The Wandsworth Prevent Coordinator is available for consultation, if
necessary, before thereferralis made.

e |f the School becomes aware that a child under the age of thirteen is, or may be,
sexually active, the DSL will make an immediate referral to Children’s Services. In the
case of a young person between the ages of 13 and 16, an individual risk assessment
will be conducted in accordance with the London Child Protection Procedures. This
will determine how and when information will be shared with parents and the
investigating agencies.

e The DSL will support Staff in liaising with the Local Authority and help set-up inter-
agency assessment as appropriate including s1/7 or s47 Children Act 1989
investigations or enquiries.

17.Support following a disclosure or a report of a concern

The DSL will provide support for any child making a disclosure/allegation of abuse via the
School’s pastoral system and/or external agencies.

The School will endeavour to support all children by:

e encouraging self-esteem and self-confidence whilst not condoning aggression or
bullying;

e promoting a caring, safe, and positive environment within the School;

e lidising and working together with all other support services and those agencies
involved in child protection;

e ensuring the child’s wishes or feelings are considered when determining what action
to take and what services to provide to protect individual children through ensuring
there are systems in place for children to express their views and give feedback;

e assessing the level of need, with guidance from external agencies when required,
and providing appropriate support in School where thresholds for external agency
support are not crossed, in liaison with the pupil and his or her parents or carers.

For Staff dealing with a disclosure from a child, and a child protection case in general, can
be a stressful experience. The member of Staff should discuss this with the DSL.

18.Record Keeping and Confidentiality

All concerns, discussions and decisions made, and the reasons for those decisions, should
be recorded in writing (on MyConcern). Information should be kept confidential and stored
securely. Records should include:

e aclear and comprehensive summary of the concern;
e details of how the concern was followed up and resolved;
e anote of any action taken, decisions reached and the outcome.
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When a child has made a disclosure, or a member of Staff has a concern about a child for
another safeguarding reason the member of Staff should:

e Make brief notes as soon as possible after the conversation and record the exact
words used as far as possible;

o Notdestroy the original notes;

e Record the date, time, place and any noticeable non-verbal behaviour and the
words used by the child;

e Draw adiagram to indicate the position of any bruising or other injury;

e Record statements and observations rather than interpretations or assumptions;

e Provide allrecords promptly to the Designated Safeguarding Lead via MyConcern;

e Notretain copies themselves.

All documentation relating to child protectionissues are secured on MyConcern.

All matters relating to child protection are confidential and should only be shared with the
DSL and other key members of staff involved with the concern. Information sharing is key to
safeguarding or promoting the welfare of a child. Relevant and proportionate information
must be shared with professional agencies. Fears about sharing information and Data
Protection must not be allowed to stand in the way of the need to promote the welfare and
protect the safety of children.

e The Designated Safeguarding Lead will disclose any information about a pupil to
other members of Staff on a need-to-know basis only who may be invited to be part
of a ‘Team around the Child’ on MyConcern;

e Confidentiality cannot be promised to a pupil following a disclosure;

e All Staff must be aware that they have a professional responsibility to share
information with other agencies to safeguard children.

19.Whistle blowing

The School recognises that children cannot be expected to raise concerns in an
environment where Staff fail to do so.

The School will ensure that all Staff are made aware of their duty to raise concerns about
the attitude or actions of colleagues and about poor or unsafe practice and potential
failuresin School’s safeguarding procedures. For example, inappropriate sexual comments,
excessive one-to-one attention beyond the requirements of their usual roles and
responsibilities or inappropriate sharing of images.

Staff should speak to the DSL, the Head, or the Chair of the Governing Body. The Staff
Handbook sets out the procedure for reporting wrongdoing and the stages that are to be
followed.
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20. Safer recruitment: appointment and dismissal of Staff

The School will ensure compliance with section 3 of KCSIE, 2023 and DfE guidance

Disqualification under the Childcare Act 2006 in relation to recruitment, recruitment checks,
obtaining references, S128 checks (where applicable) and information that must be included
on the single central register (SCR).

The appointment process is designed to deter potential offenders from applying. All
applicants are required to complete application forms that are designed to prompt
interviewers to spot frequent job changes and movement around the country. They state
the primacy of child protection concerns at the School and require a declaration of past
convictions.

References for short-listed candidates are taken up in advance from a person of suitable
authority at the candidates’ current employers (this includes internal candidates). If thereis
no current employer, verification of the most recent employment is required and reasons for
leaving should be obtained. Interviews include questions regarding child protection issues.

Any information provided by the candidate must be verified and the School must verify that
electronic references originate from a legitimate source.

At least one person on any appointment panel will have undertaken safer recruitment
training.

All applicants who are offered employment in posts involving access to children (whether
teachers or support Staff) are subject to a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) check before
the appointment is confirmed. For all appointments of Staff engaging in regulated activity
the check will be an enhanced DBS check with barred list information.

All offers of appointment should be conditional until satisfactory completion of the
mandatory pre-employment checks. The School must verify a candidate’s identity, it is
important for the School to ensure the person is who they claim to be, this includes being
aware of the potential for individuals changing their name. Best practice is checking the
name on their birth certificate, where this is available.

Copies of documents used to verify the successful candidate’s identity, right to work and
required qualifications should be kept on their personnel file.

The School does not keep copies of the DBS certificate of members of staff, although will
make a record of vetting being carried out. If there is a valid reason for retaining a copy of
the DBS, it should not be kept longer than six months. Further information on handling DBS
information can be found on GOV.UK.

Other adults who may come into direct contact with pupils as part of their business with the
school or on an infrequent basis (coach drivers, parents helping on trips) are subject to an
appropriate check which may include a DBS check. The guidance within Annex F and Annex
G of KCSIE, 2023 will be used to determine whether the activities an adult who has business
with the School is engaged in are regulated activities. This will determine the level of DBS
check required.
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The School does not have the power to request DBS checks and barred list checks on
visitors. All staff are made aware that a digital Risk Assessment of visiting speakers must be
conducted prior to their visit, this will take the form of an internet search to verify the
speaker’s past, background, associations, and affiliations. A digital visiting speaker
agreement and guidelines form should be sent by the organising member of staff to the
visiting speaker prior to their visit. The DSL must receive the completed forms prior to the visit.

The DBS does not charge for checks on volunteers. However, if schools or colleges use an
external organisation to carry out the check, there may be an administration charge (KCSIE

Part 3,2023)

The School will ensure that any contractor, or employee of the contractor, who'is
employed to work at the School has been subject to the appropriate level of DBS check:

e All contractors engaging in regulated activity will require an enhanced DBS
certificate (including barred list information).

e Thosecontractorsnotengaginginregulated activity, but whose work provides them
with an opportunity for regular contact with children, an enhanced DBS (not
including barred list information) is required.

In the case of homestay arrangements with UK families, the School will follow guidance
outlined in Annex E of KCSIE, 2023 The School will obtain an enhanced DBS for the adult(s) in
the household who are responsible for the visiting child. The School will risk assess as to
whether an enhanced DBS certificate for anyone aged sixteen or over in the household
where the child will be staying is required.

The School will maintain a single central record, the register.

If any member of Staff is found not suitable to work with children consideration will be given
to making areferral to the Teachers’ Regulation Agency. Consideration will be made in line

with DfE guidance. Within one month of their leaving the School, any person (whether
employed, contracted, a volunteer or student) whose services are no longer used because
he or she was considered unsuitable to work with children, will be reported to the Disclosure
and Barring Service.

In addition, as part of the shortlisting the School will consider carrying out an online search
as part of due diligence regarding shortlisted candidates. This may help identify any
incidents or issues that have happened, and are publicly available online, which we might
want to explore with the applicant at interview. The School will inform shortlisted
candidates that online searches may be done as part of due diligence checks (KCSIE, 2023).

21.Allegations against Staff

As part of their whole school approach to safeguarding, the School aims to promote an
open and transparent culture in which all concerns about all adults working in or on behalf
of the school (including supply teachers, volunteers, and contractors) are dealt with
promptly and appropriately.
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All allegations against Staff, including allegations that do not meet the harms threshold or
are not considered serious enough to consider a referral to the LADO, are taken very
seriously and handled in accordance with KCSIE, Part 4. This includes organisations or
individuals using the school premises.

As highlighted in KCSIE, Part 4, all low-level concerns should also be recorded, including
details of concern, how the concern arose, and the actions taken. All records should be

reviewed so that patterns of concerning behaviour can be recognised and appropriate
action can be taken.

All Staff must not place themselves in a vulnerable position with a child, or behave in a way
that harms a child, or commit a criminal offence against or related to a child.

The School aims to create an environment in which staff are encouraged and feel confident
to self-refer, where, for example, they have found themselves in a situation which could be
misinterpreted, might appear compromising to others, and/or on reflection they believe
they have behaved in such a way that they consider falls below the expected professional
standards.

Staff should always have regard for their professional responsibilities and for their conduct
to ensure that they uphold the letter and spirit of this Policy in protecting children. Staff
need to report anything that causes a sense of unease or a ‘nagging doubt’ to the DSL or to

the Head if the concern relates to the DSL.

Examples of such behaviour could include, but are not limited to:

e beingoverfriendly with children;

e having favourites;

e taking photographs of children on their mobile phone;

e engaging with a child on a one-to-one basis in a secluded area or behind a closed
door;

e usinginappropriate sexualised, intimidating, or offensive language.

Staff have been guided to report this, either in person or by using MyConcern, by selecting
‘Staff low level concern’ on the Send to drop down menu.

All Staff should be aware of and comply with the School’'s Code of Conduct for Staff and
the Staff Handbook. The staff handbook makes it clear as to what a low-level concernis
and the importance of sharing low-level concerns, and an explanation of what the
purpose of the policy is —i.e,, to create and embed a culture of openness, trust and
transparency in which the school’s values and expected behaviour set out, lived,
monitored and reinforced constantly by all staff (KCSIE, 2023).

Inappropriate relationships

Under no circumstances should inappropriate relationships happen or be encouraged
between adults and children. Staff should be aware that the Sexual Offences Act 2003
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created a new criminal offence of abuse of trust and a new offence of meeting a child
following sexual grooming.

Where a member of Staff is concerned that a pupil has developed an attachment to him or
her, it should be reported to the DSL. Social exchanges with the pupil which are in any way

different from those of the rest of their peers are not permitted.

Staff working alone with children

Staff are made aware that special care must be taken in any circumstances where a child

works on a one-on-one basis with a child. The following guidelines should be considered
by Staff:

Let another member of Staff know that they are alone with a child;

Keep the door open to the room that they are in or ensure they are in a room with an
uncovered glass panel in the door and/or windows to the outside and/or a viewing
hole that looks into the room;

If this is a regular occurrence (such as regular individual music lessons), the child’s
parent/carer should be informed of the situation;

Should anything happen during the session that makes the Staff member
uncomfortable, this should be reported to the DSL immediately or via a self-referral
‘low-level’ on MyConcern;

Children should only be given lifts in cars with the express permission of either the
pupils’ parent(s), DSL, or the Head.

With regard to allegations made against Staff.

The procedures outlinedin this section are applicable to members of Staff regardless
of where the alleged abuse took place;

Allegations against a teacher whois no longer teaching will be referred to the police
by the DSL;

If an allegation is made against a member of Staff (including supply or agency Staff
or contracted Staff and volunteers) the person receiving the allegation must
immediately inform the Head;

If it is not possible to report to the Head, then a report should be made immediately
to DSL or DDSLs who in turn will inform the Head;

Any allegations relating to the Head must be reported to the Safeguarding Governor
or direct to the Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO’);

Neither the Head nor the DSL will investigate the allegation itself, or take written or

detailed statements, but will immediately contact the LADO to assist in the
assessment of the allegation. The LADO will be contacted as soon as possible and
within one working day at the latest;

For pupils in the Early Years Foundation Stage, the School will also inform Ofsted as
soon as practicable and no later than 14 days of any allegations of serious harm or
abuse by any person working or looking after children on School property (whether
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that allegations relates to harm or abuse committed on School property or
elsewhere) or any other abuse which is alleged to have taken place on School
property and the action taken in respect of allegations.

TheHead, with advice fromthe LADO, will consider whether the member of Staff has:

e behavedinaway that has harmed a child, or may have harmed a child;
e possibly committed a criminal offence against or related to a child;
e behavedtoward a child or children in a way that indicates they would pose
arisk of harm if they work regularly or closely with children; or
e behavedormay have behavedin a way that indicates they may not be
suitable to work with children.
If the conclusion is that the member of Staff has or may have done any of the
above, a Strategy meeting will be arranged chaired by the Child Protection
Coordinator, appointed by the LADO to exchange information, and decide on

formal investigation processes.

The LADO will advise the Head on the next steps, including whether to refer to
Children’s Services and/or the Police. She/he will also advise on how to manage
talking about the allegation with the member of Staff and the child’s parent(s) or
carer(s) and the School will look to implement this advice;

The Head or DSL will ensure that the parent(s) or carer(s) will be informed of the
allegation as soon as possible;

The School has a duty of care towards its employees and will ensure that there is
appropriate support offered to any member of Staff facing an allegation. A named
representative will be appointed to inform the member of Staff of progress in the
case and the named contact will consider if any further support to the member of
Staff is required;

The Head, in conjunction with advice from LADO, will consider whether the
suspension of the member of Staff against whom an allegation has been made is
required. Any suspension is seen as a neutral action and does not predict the
outcome of any disciplinary process. The Head will consult the Chair of the
Governing Body before a final decision is made;

A member of Staff will only be suspended if there is no reasonable alternative. If
suspension is deemed necessary, the justification will be recorded, and the member
of Staff notified within one working day;

If the Secretary of State has made an interim prohibition order in respect to an
individual at the School, the School will take the necessary actions outlined in the

order and await further guidance from the Teachers’ Regulation Agency;
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If an allegation against a member of Staff is substantiated, the DSL will work with the
LADO to determine whether any improvement should be made to the School’s
safeguarding procedures or practices;

The School (via the DSL) has a legal duty to make a report to the DBS, within one
month of the individual leaving the School, concerning any person (whether
employed, contracted, a volunteer or pupil) who has harmed, or poses a risk of harm
to a child and who has been removed from working (paid or unpaid) with children,
or would have been removed had he or she not left earlier;

If the School dismisses or ceases to use the services of an individual because of
serious misconduct, or might have dismissed them or ceased to use their services had
they not left first, the School must consider whether to refer the case to the Secretary

of State (via the Teaching Regulation Agency). This referral is made by the DSL;

Ifitis decided thatitis not necessary to refer the matter to Children’s Services and/or
the Police, the LADO may request that the Head investigate the matter and feedback
to him/her any decisions made; This is likely to be classified as a ‘low-level concern;
and addressed as outlined in the Staff Code of Conduct;

In all investigations, the School will take the lead from the LADO and the Head will
consult regularly with the LADO until the conclusion of the investigation. The Head
will await direction on the need for any disciplinary action required in light of any
criminal investigation/prosecution;

When an allegation is made, the School must make every effort to maintain
confidentiality and guard against unwanted publicity;

The outcome of any investigation will draw one of five conclusions:

Unfounded — no evidence or proper basis which supports the allegation
Unsubstantiated — insufficient evidence to prove or disprove the allegation

False — sufficient evidence to disprove the allegation

Malicious — sufficient evidence to disprove the allegation and there has been a
deliberate act to deceive

Substantiated — sufficient evidence to prove the allegation

Details of allegations found to be malicious must be removed from personnel
records. For all other allegations, a clear comprehensive summary, details of how the
allegation was followed up and action/decisions taken must be recorded on the
confidential personnel file and a copy provided to the employee concerned;

If the allegation is proven to be unfounded, unsubstantiated, false, or malicious it

should not be included in employer references;
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22,

If the allegation is deemed to be deliberately malicious, the Head will give
consideration as to whether disciplinary action is taken against the child or parents
making the allegation. The Head may consider involving the police and/or consider
requesting the withdrawal of the child from the School;

If the concern relates exclusively to safeguarding (and not to misconduct or poor
performance) but has not met the threshold for LADO involvement and found to be
substantiated, the matter should not be referred to in employer references;

If a parent makes a formal complaint, the Complaints Procedure will be followed.

Positive Handling and Physical intervention

Regarding situations requiring physical intervention and positive handling by Staff:

The School has a separate Physical Intervention Policy which has regard to “Use of
reasonable force” (DfE, 2013);
Staff may need to act in situations where the use of reasonable force may be

required. Appropriate in-service training will be arranged;

Staff must only ever always use physical intervention as alast resort and that it must
be the minimal force necessary to prevent injury to another person;

If the physicalinterventionis of a nature that causes injury or distress to a child, Child
Protection procedures in accordance with this Policy may be required and/or
disciplinary procedures.

Special care must be takenin circumstances whereit may be necessary for an adult to make

physical contact with a child, such as in aninstrumental lesson or sports coaching.

Staff understand that force may never be used as a punishment. For advice on day-to-say

scenarios of physical contact with pupils, refer to Touch Policy (Prep School only).

23.Curriculum

This policy lives within the day-to-day operation of the School. The School works within the

curriculum to promote tolerance and respect for diverse views whilst challenging prejudice

and abuse of any kind. The School values citizenship and is active in promoting fundamental

British values which aid to equip children with the skills they need to stay safe from harm,
including being drawn into terrorism and to know to whom they should turn for help both
whilst at school andin the future.

This information is disseminated through:

The pastoral care system, PSCHE curriculum, designated cultural celebrations,
Equal Opportunities Policy, House system, Director of Wellbeing, Assemblies, and
other pastoral activities.
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There is a strong ethos where children feel secure and are encouraged to talk and are
always listened to. All children know thereis anurse or teacher in the School whom they can
approach if they are worried or in difficulty.

24. Health and Safety, Educational Visits and Additional Use of Premises

This Policy applies to situations outside normal school hours and when pupils are involved
in School activities off site.

e The School places great significance on the protection of children within the school
environment as reflected in the Health and Safety Policy. This is extended when
pupils are away from the school undertaking school trips and visits by the
Educational Visits Policy. All trips are reviewed after the event to see if there are any
changes necessary.

e The Bursar seeks to ensure the suitability of adults working with children on the
school site at any time.

e |f proprietors hire or rent out the School facilities/premises, the School must ensure
that appropriate arrangements are in place to keep children safe. This applies
regardless of whether the children who attend any of these services or activities are
children on the school roll. This should be specified within the lease/ hire or transfer
of control agreement. Failure to comply will lead to the termination of the agreement

(KCSIE, 2023).

e The School adheres to the guidance on Keeping children safe in out-of-school

settings and works closely with any providers to ensure that they are compliant.

25. Photographing pupils

This Policy must be read in conjunction with the ‘Taking, Storing and Use of Images of Pupils
Policy’ and the ‘Portable Digital Devices Policy’ which address the use of mobile devices at
School. Inshort, only pupilsin Prep 6 may bring a phoneinto the School. They must turn it off/
put it on ‘airplane mode’ and hand it to their Class Teacher on arrival. It is locked in an
appropriate drawer or cupboard until dismissal.

The School iPads used for photographs are locked in the Teacher in Charge’s office and
when required during the day, they are always prominent and visible.

Whilst there is no statutory ban on mobile phones in early years settings, the School insists
that the followingis putinto practice for EYFS. The following is also encouraged throughout
the Prep School:

-Personal mobile phones should be either turned off or on silent and not accessed during
working hours.

-Mobile phones can only be used on a designated break and this must be away from the
children.
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-Mobile phones should be always stored safely in designated areas during working hours
e.g., cupboards or locked in desk drawers.

-During outings staff should only use mobile phones in an emergency.

-Photographs must not be taken of the children on any personal phones or any other
personal information storage device. Only school-owned devices can be used to take
photographs or videos.

-Staff must not use personal mobile phones to communicate with parents/carers unless it is
an emergency.

-Staff who bring personal mobile phones into the provision must ensure that there is no
inappropriate or illegal content on them.

-The early years setting is not responsible for the loss, damage, or theft of any personal
mobile device.

-All members of staff should remain vigilant and report any concerns to the setting’s
manager or designated safeguarding lead (DSL). Parents and staff should be informed of
the complaints procedure and staff made aware of the whistleblowing procedure.

-If amember of staffis thought to haveillegal content on a mobile phone or have committed
a criminal offence using a personal device or mobile phone, the police will be contacted,
and the LADO (Local Authority Designated Officer) will be informed.

26. Children with SEN and Disabilities

The School recognises that children with SEN / Disabilities may be especially vulnerable to
abuse and expect Staff to take extra care to interpret apparent signs of abuse or neglect.

e The School will ensure assumptions are not made that indicators of abuse (such as
behaviour, mood, and injury) relate to the child’s disability without further
exploration.

e The Schoolwill provide a school environment in which all pupils, including those with
SEND, can feel confident and able to discuss their concerns, providing support with
communication difficulties where needed, and differentiating appropriately.

e TheSchoolrecognises that children with SEN and disabilities are at higher risk of peer
group isolation and may suffer a disproportionate impact from bullying and will
provide proactive support to ameliorate these risks. The designated member of Staff
will work with the SENDCO, where necessary, to ensure that the needs of SEN pupils
in relation to child protection issues are responded to appropriately (e.g., for a child
with particular communication needs).
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27. Contextual Safeguarding

28.

The School understands that safeguarding incidents and/or behaviours can be
associated with factors outside the School and/or can occur between children
outside the School or within.

All Staff, but especially the DSL or Deputies, understand these extra familial issues
and willensure that the context within which suchincidents and/or behaviours occur
is considered, including whether the child is at risk of abuse or exploitation in
situations outside their families.

This is known as contextual safeguarding, which simply means assessments of
children should consider whether wider environmental factors and influences are
presentin a child’s life that are a threat or pose arisk to their safety and/or welfare.
The School understands that extra-familial harms take a variety of forms and
children can be vulnerable to multiple harms. Harms include (but are not limited to)
sexual abuse (including harassment and exploitation), domestic abuse in their own
intimate relationships (teenage relationship abuse), criminal exploitation, serious
youth violence, county lines, and radicalisation, neglect, ill-treatment, physical,
impairment of physical or mental health or impairment of physical, intellectual,
emotional, or social development (KCSIE, 2023)

The School will contribute to the assessments and mapping processes, taking these
extra familial risks into account and sharing relevant information with social workers
and other professionals to enable all such factors to be considered when risk to
children is being assessed.

This will allow any assessment to consider all the available evidence and the full
context of any abuse.

Information and Communication Technology and Online Safety

Information and Communication Technology plays an enormously important partin thelives

of all young people. Sophisticated games consoles together with smart phones and tablets

provide unlimited access to the internet, to SMS messages, to blogging (web logging)

services (like Twitter), to Zoom (video calls, via web cameras built into computers, phones

and PSPs), to wikis (collaborative web pages), chat rooms and social networking sites (such

as Snapchat/Tik Tok/ Facebook/Instagram) and video sharing sites (such as YouTube). The

School should include appropriate filtering and monitoring on school devices and school networks.

This communications revolution gives young people unrivalled opportunities. It also brings

risks. The Schoolrecognises that the use of technology has become a significant component

of many safeguarding issues.

45


https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1161273/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2023_-_statutory_guidance_for_schools_and_colleges.pdf

The Schoolteaches on-line safety to pupils including how to avoid being exposed to harmful
material, making themselves vulnerable to a range of risks. The breadth of issues classified
within online safety is considerable, but can be categorised into four areas of risk (The 4Cs):

Content: being exposed to illegal, inappropriate, or harmful content, for example:
pornography, fake news, racism, misogyny, self-harm, suicide, anti-Semitism, radicalisation,
and extremism.

Contact: being subjected to harmful online interaction with other users; for example: peer
pressure, commercial advertising and adults posing as children or young adults with the

intention to groom or exploit them for sexual, criminal, financial or other purposes.

Conduct: personal online behaviour that increases the likelihood of, or causes, harm; for
example, making, sending, and receiving explicit images (e.g., consensual, and non-
consensual sharing of nudes and semi-nudes and/or pornography, sharing other explicit
images and online bullying;

Commerce: risks such as online gambling, inappropriate advertising, phishing and or
financial scams. If you feel your pupils, students or staff are at risk, please report it to the
Anti-Phishing Working Group.

Considering the 4Cs will provide the basis of an effective online policy.

The school has a clear policy on the use of mobile and smart technology, which is outlined in
the Mobile Devices for Pupils Policy. Pupils are prevented from accessing their phones
during school hours but the school recognises that in spite of this, children may gain access
to the internet via mobile phone networks i.e, 3G, 4G and 5G. This access means some
children, whilst at school, sexually harass, bully, and control others via their mobile and smart
technology, share indecent images consensually and non-consensually (often via large
chat groups) and view and share pornography and other harmful content. The School
recognisesitsresponsibility to investigate any contravention of the Mobile Devices for Pupils

Policy and should misuse be proven, will follow the guidance laid out in the Behaviour Policy.

They also need to learn how to avoid the risk of exposing themselves to subsequent

embarrassment and/or harm.

The School’s curriculum includes teaching about safe relationships and personal resilience,
sexual education and health education, the dangers of sexting and the risks associated with

location sharing.

The ICT and E-Safety Policies set out responsibilities for pupil education and parent
educationin online safety.

The Anti-Bullying and Anti-Cyber Bullying Policy sets out procedures to be followed when
cyber-bullyingisreported.
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The School recognises its responsibility to safeguard and promote the welfare of our pupils
to ensure they are provided with a safe environment to learn. Filters, monitoring systems and
appropriate blocking arein place to protect pupils when online in School (SOPHOS), and the
School uses a cloud-based monitoring software ‘Senso’ in order to have oversight of pupil
usage, thisis regularly reviewed by the DSL. (KSCIE, 2023)

Filters,monitoring systems and appropriate blocks are in place to protect pupils when online
in School. Whilst considering their responsibility to safeguard and promote the welfare of
children and provide them with a safe environment in which to learn, governing bodies and
proprietors should be doing all that they reasonably can to limit children’s exposure to the
aboverisks from the school’s or college’s IT system.

The Filtering and Monitoring Standards set out that schools and colleges should:

e |dentify and assign roles and responsibilities to manage filtering and monitoring
systems;

e Review filtering and monitoring provision at least annually;

e Block harmful and inappropriate content without unreasonably impacting teaching
and learning;

e Have effective monitoring strategies in place that meet their safeguarding needs.

(KCSIE, 2023).

The School adheres to the following policies in this regard.

Meeting digital and technology standards in schools and colleges - Filtering and monitoring

standards for schools and colleges - Guidance - GOV.UK (www.goVv.uk)

Meeting digital and technology standards in schools and colleges - Cyber security

standards for schools and colleges - Guidance - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

As part of this process, governing bodies and proprietors should ensure their school or
college has appropriate filters and monitoring systems in place and regularly review their

effectiveness (KCSIE, 2023).

It is recognised that there could be situations where online behaviour suggests a Child
Protection matter including radicalisation, in which case the procedures set out in this Policy

are followed.

Remote Education

Keeping Children Safe in Education, 2023, supports schools to help keep pupils, students,
and staff safe whilst learning remotely. The NSPCC also provides helpful advice -
Undertaking remote teaching safely. The School maintains regular contact with parents and

carers on the matter of online education and recognisesitis especially important for parents
and carers to be aware of what their children are being asked to do online, including the
sites they will asked to access.
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29.  Mental Health

All staff should be aware that mental health problems can, in some cases, be an indicator
that a child has suffered or is at risk of suffering abuse, neglect or exploitation. Only
appropriately trained professionals should attempt to make a diagnosis of a mental health
problem. All staff, however, are well placed to observe children day-to-day and identify
those whose behaviour suggests that they may be experiencing a mental health problem
or be atrisk of developing one.

Where children have suffered abuse and neglect, or other potentially traumatic adverse
childhood experiences, this can have a lasting impact throughout childhood, adolescence
and into adulthood. It is key that staff are aware of how these children’s experiences, can
impact on their mental health, behaviour, and education. If staff have a mental health
concern about a child that is also a safeguarding concern, immediate action should be
taken and the concernreported to the DSL or a DDSL.

In order to help our pupils succeed, the School plays an important role in supporting them to

be resilient and mentally healthy:

e TheSchoolwillensure that pupils and their families are enabled to participate as fully
as possible in decisions and are provided with information and support;

e The School recognises that some children are more at risk of developing mental
health problems than others. These risks can relate to the child, their family or to
community and life events, and may include children who have experienced abuse;

e Risk factors are cumulative, and children exposed to multiple risks are more likely to
develop behavioural or mental health problems;

e \Where severe problems occur, the School will ensure that appropriate referrals are
made (with consent) to services (e.g., CAMHS);

e |f the School has a mental health concern about a child that is also a safeguarding
concern, immediate action will be taken in line with our Mental Health Policy;

e |f Staff become aware that a pupil has self-harmed or suspects that a pupil is self-
harming, thisis a safeguarding concern and Staff should follow the proceduresin this
policy to report to the DSL.

30. Elective Home Education (EHE)

The School recognises the role it must play, alongside the LA, in supporting parents that are
giving consideration to home education, ensuring the child’s best education is at the heart
of the decision. The School notes that some children in EHE are less visible to the services that
are there to keep them safe and supported in line with their needs. This is particularly
important where a child has SEND, is vulnerable, and/or has a social worker.
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31. Private Fostering Arrangements

The law requires that Wandsworth Children's Services be notified of private fostering
arrangements. Any privately fostered children, i.e., children under the age of 16 (or under
eighteeniif disabled) who are cared for 28 days or more by someone who is not their parent
or acloserelative, who come to the School’s attention will be referred to Children’s Services.
Close relatives are defined as stepparents, grandparents, brothers, sisters, uncles, or aunts
(whether of full blood, half blood or by marriage).

32. Review and Verification
This policy is reviewed annually by the Designated Safeguarding Lead and the Governing

Body. Parents, Staff, and other interested parties may provide feedback about this
document by emailing the Designated Safeguarding Lead. Part of this review relates to the
efficiency with which the related duties have been discharged. Any deficienciesin our child
protection arrangements will be remedied without delay, in the case of a substantiated
allegation against a member of Staff this will involve input from the LADO.

New legislation will necessitate an immediate review of the Policy.

%c/ \"\_—‘a\c\/—w ."- aINdey Karxéo

Mrs Sophie Bartholomew

Mrs. Sophie Bartholomew Mrs. Nancy Raines
Co-Head and Governor responsible for Safeguarding
Designated Safeguarding Lead (Prep School)
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33. Appendix A: Safeguarding Contacts
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Children’'s Services:

Wandsworth Multi-agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH)
2nd Floor Town Hall Extension

Wandsworth High Street

London

SW18 2PU

Telephone: 020 88716622

Email: mash@wandsworth.gov.uk

Outside of normal office hours (after 5pm weekdays or on weekends): 020 8871 6000.

As a professional making a referral, you should complete the Multi-agency Referral Form

(MARF).

In an emergency contact the Police by calling 999.

You could also call the NSPCC Freephone Child Protection Helpline on 0808 800 5000

Education Safeguarding Officer for Wandsworth
Andrea During

Email: andrea.during@richmondandwandsworth.gov.uk
Telephone: 02088717961

Mobile: 07814 934125

Local Authority Designated officer (LADO) for Wandsworth

Deputy Safeguarding Manager
Anita Gibbons

Safeguarding Standards Service
Welbeck House

3rd Floor

43-51Wandsworth High Street
London SW18 2PT

E-mail: anita.Gibbons@richmondandwandsworth.gov.uk
Telephone: 020 88717440/0208 8717226
Mobile: 07974 586461
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Prevent Coordinator for Wandsworth

Simon Cornwall

Telephone: 020 88716094
Email: cornwall@wandsworth.gov.uk

Report Female Genital Mutilation

Telephone  Call 999 (Police) if immediate risk of harm or 101if no immediate risk of harm

NSPCC FGM Helpline: 0800 028 3550 (Information may be passed anonymously)

Children Services Initial Response: 020 88716622 (020 88716000 after hours)

ChildLine: 0800 1111 24-hour freephone for children and young people who need advice

NSPCC Child Protection Helpline 0808 800 5000 24-hour freephone service for adults,
children, or young people for advice or to give details about a child who may be at risk.
Help and advice can be given on a no-names basis.

NSPCC Whistleblowing Hotline

The NSPCC whistleblowing helpline is available for Staff who do not feel able to raise
concerns regarding child protection failures internally.

Telephone: 0800 028 0285 (8am-8pm MON-FRI)
Email: help@nspcc.org.uk

OFSTED
Whistleblowing Helpline. 0300 123 3155 Monday to Friday from 8.00am to 6.00pm.
Email. whistleblowing@ofsted.gov.uk

Whistleblowing

Chair of Governors: Mr. Stefan Martin
smartin@ibstockplaceschool.co.uk

Headmaster: Chris Wolsey:
cwolsey@ibstockplaceschool.co.uk
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34. Appendix B: Legislation and Guidance

The School acts in accordance with the following legislation, guidance and policies which
serve as sources of additional advice and support for all working with children:

Legislation:

Children Act 1989 and 2004
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/31/contents

Education Act 2002, section 157
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2002/32/section/157

Education Act 2011
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/21/contents/enacted

Education and Inspections Act 2006
https://www.leqgislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/40/contents

Education (Independent Schools Standards) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2014
https://www.leqislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/3283/pdfs/uksi_20143283_en.pdf

Equality Act 2010
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/contents

The Human Rights Act 1998
Human Rights Act 1998 (leqgislation.gov.uk)

Sexual Offences Act 2003 (and in particular sections 16-24)
https://www.leqgislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2003/42/contents

Voyeurism (Offences) Act 2019
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2019/2/contents/enacted

Section 29 of the Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015 (para 57-76 — Prevent Guidance)
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2015/9780111133309/pdfs/ukdsiod_ 9780111133309 _en.pdf
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Statutory and non-statutory guidance:

Keeping Children Safe in Education, 2023
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2

Working Together to Safeguard Children” July 2018
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachm
ent_data/file/942454/Working_together_to_safeguard_children_inter_agency_qguida

nce.pdf

Information Sharing Advice for Practitioners Providing Safeguarding Services to children,
young people, parents are carers (July 2018)
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachm
ent_data/file/721581/Information_sharing_advice_practitioners_safeguarding_services

pdf

DfE guidance, Disqualification under the Childcare Act 2006
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/disqualification-under-the-childcare-
act-2006

Abuse

What to do if you're worried a child is being abused — DfE advice
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-to-do-if-youre-worried-a-child-
is-being-abused--2

Domestic abuse: Various Information/Guidance - Home Office (HO)
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/domestic-abuse/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-
children--2

Faith based abuse: National Action Plan - DfE advice
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachm
ent_data/file/175437/Action_Plan_-_Abuse_linked_to_Faith_or_Belief.pdf

Relationship abuse: disrespect nobody - Home Office website
https://www.disrespectnobody.co.uk/

Centre of Expertise on Child Sexual Abuse has free evidence-based practice resources to
help professionals working with children and young people to identify and respond
appropriately to concerns of child sexual abuse. Supporting practice in tackling child
sexual abuse - CSA Centre.
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/942454/Working_together_to_safeguard_children_inter_agency_guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/942454/Working_together_to_safeguard_children_inter_agency_guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/721581/Information_sharing_advice_practitioners_safeguarding_services.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/721581/Information_sharing_advice_practitioners_safeguarding_services.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/721581/Information_sharing_advice_practitioners_safeguarding_services.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/disqualification-under-the-childcare-act-2006
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/disqualification-under-the-childcare-act-2006
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-to-do-if-youre-worried-a-child-is-being-abused--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-to-do-if-youre-worried-a-child-is-being-abused--2
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/domestic-abuse/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/175437/Action_Plan_-_Abuse_linked_to_Faith_or_Belief.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/175437/Action_Plan_-_Abuse_linked_to_Faith_or_Belief.pdf
https://www.disrespectnobody.co.uk/
https://www.csacentre.org.uk/
https://www.csacentre.org.uk/
https://www.csacentre.org.uk/

Bullying

Preventing bullying including cyberbullying - DfE advice
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachm
ent_data/file/374850/Cyberbullying_Advice_for_Headteachers_and_School_Staff_121

114.pdf

Preventing and Tackling Bullying, DfE advice
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachm
ent_data/file/623895/Preventing_and_tackling_bullying_advice.pdf

Behaviour in Schools Advice https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/behaviour-

in-schools--2

Children missing from education, home, or care

Children missing education - DfE statutory guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-missing-education

Child missing from home or care - DfE statutory guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-who-run-away-or-go-missing-

from-home-or-care

Government’s Missing Children and Adults Strategy

Children and adults missing strategy - Home Office strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/missing-children-and-adults-strategy

Children with family members in prison

https://www.gov.uk/support-for-families-friends-of-prisoners

National Information Centre on Children of Offenders - Barnardo’s in partnership with HM
Prison and Probation Service

https://www.barnardos.org.uk/what-we-do/helping-families/children-with-a-parent-
in-prison
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/374850/Cyberbullying_Advice_for_Headteachers_and_School_Staff_121114.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/374850/Cyberbullying_Advice_for_Headteachers_and_School_Staff_121114.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/623895/Preventing_and_tackling_bullying_advice.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/623895/Preventing_and_tackling_bullying_advice.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/behaviour-in-schools--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/behaviour-in-schools--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-missing-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-who-run-away-or-go-missing-from-home-or-care
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-who-run-away-or-go-missing-from-home-or-care
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/missing-children-and-adults-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/missing-children-and-adults-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/missing-children-and-adults-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/support-for-families-friends-of-prisoners
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/what-we-do/helping-families/children-with-a-parent-in-prison
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/what-we-do/helping-families/children-with-a-parent-in-prison

Child Exploitation

Trafficking: safeguarding children - DfE and HO guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safequarding-children-who-may-have-
been-trafficked-practice-guidance

Multi-agency practice principles for responding to child exploitation and extra-familial
harm guidance for local areas, developed by the Tackling Child Exploitation (TCE)
Support Programme, funded by the Department for Education and supported by the

Home Office, the Department for Health and Social Care and the
Ministry of Justice.

County Lines Toolkit For Professionals - The Children's Society in partnership with Victim
Support and National Police Chiefs’ Council

Drugs

Drugs: advice for schools - DfE advice
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/drugs-advice-for-schools

Drug strategy 2017 - Home Office strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/drug-strategy-2017

Information and advice on drugs - Talk to Frank website
https://www.talktofrank.com/

Forced Marriage

‘Theright to choose’ can be found at: government guidance on forced marriage -
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) (updated 2023)

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/forced-marriage-resource-pack

Information for schools: https://www.gov.uk/forced-marriage
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeguarding-children-who-may-have-been-trafficked-practice-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeguarding-children-who-may-have-been-trafficked-practice-guidance
https://tce.researchinpractice.org.uk/
https://tce.researchinpractice.org.uk/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/794554/6.5120_Child_exploitation_disruption_toolkit.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/drugs-advice-for-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/drug-strategy-2017
https://www.talktofrank.com/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-right-to-choose-government-guidance-on-forced-marriage
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-right-to-choose-government-guidance-on-forced-marriage
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/forced-marriage-resource-pack
https://www.gov.uk/forced-marriage

“Honour Based Abuse” (so called)

Female genital mutilation: information and resources- Home Office guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/female-genital-mutilation

Female genital mutilation: multi agency statutory guidance - DfE, DH, and HO statutory
guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/multi-agency-statutory-quidance-on-
female-genital-mutilation

Health and Wellbeing

Fabricated or induced iliness: safeguarding children - DfE, DH, HO
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safequarding-children-in-whom-illness-
is-fabricated-or-induced

Rise Above: Free PSHE resources on health, wellbeing, and resilience - Public Health
England
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/schools/topics/mental-wellbeing/overview

Medical-conditions: supporting pupils at school - DfE statutory guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/supporting-pupils-at-school-with-

medical-conditions--3

Mental health and behaviour - DfE advice
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mental-health-and-behaviour-in-
schools--2

Public Health England: Every Mind Matters

Homelessness

Homelessness: How local authorities should exercise their functions - Ministry of Housing,
Communities & Local Government guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/homelessness-code-of-guidance-for-local-authorities
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https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/female-genital-mutilation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/multi-agency-statutory-guidance-on-female-genital-mutilation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/multi-agency-statutory-guidance-on-female-genital-mutilation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeguarding-children-in-whom-illness-is-fabricated-or-induced
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeguarding-children-in-whom-illness-is-fabricated-or-induced
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/schools/topics/mental-wellbeing/overview
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/supporting-pupils-at-school-with-medical-conditions--3
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/supporting-pupils-at-school-with-medical-conditions--3
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mental-health-and-behaviour-in-schools--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mental-health-and-behaviour-in-schools--2
https://www.nhs.uk/every-mind-matters/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/homelessness-code-of-guidance-for-local-authorities

Online

The UK Safer Internet Centre provides an online safety helpline for professionals at 0344
3814772 and helpline@saferinternet.org.uk. The helpline provides expert advice and
support for school and college staff.

Sexting: responding to incidents and safeguarding children - UK Council for Internet
Safety
https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/uk-council-for-child-internet-safety-ukccis

DfE advice for schools: teaching online safety in schools

UK Council for Internet Safety (UKCIS) guidance: Education for a connected world

Internet Watch Foundation: If the incident/report involves sexual images or videos that

have been made and circulated online, the victim can be supported to get the images
removed by the Internet Watch Foundation (IWF)

LGFL 'Undressed' provided schools advice about how to teach young children about
being tricked into getting undressed online in a fun way without scaring them or explaining

the motives of sex offenders.

UKCIS guidance: Sharing nudes and semi-nudes: advice for education settings working

with children and young people

The UKCIS external visitors guidance will help schools and colleges to ensure the maximum

impact of any online safety sessions delivered by external visitors

National Crime Agency's CEOP education programme: Thinkuknow
Harmful online challenges and online hoaxes

Private fostering

Private fostering: local authorities - DfE statutory guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-act-1989-private-fostering
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https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/uk-council-for-child-internet-safety-ukccis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teaching-online-safety-in-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/education-for-a-connected-world
https://www.iwf.org.uk/donate/?gclid=CjwKCAjw2K6lBhBXEiwA5RjtCfphOiamydtnFClkMuWEuHFWIBqQ5UThiTlXwVNA18N2XTVyp3HAFBoCPq4QAvD_BwE
https://undressed.lgfl.net/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sharing-nudes-and-semi-nudes-advice-for-education-settings-working-with-children-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sharing-nudes-and-semi-nudes-advice-for-education-settings-working-with-children-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/using-external-visitors-to-support-online-safety-education-guidance-for-educational-settings
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/harmful-online-challenges-and-online-hoaxes
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-act-1989-private-fostering

Radicalisation

Prevent duty guidance- Home Office guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance

Prevent duty: additional advice for schools and childcare providers - DfE advice
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protecting-children-from-radicalisation-
the-prevent-duty

Educate Against Hate website - DfE and Home Office advice
https://educateagainsthate.com/

Prevent for FE and Training - Education and Training Foundation (ETF)
https://www.et-foundation.co.uk/supporting/professional-

development/inclusion/prevent/

LGFL 'Undressed' provided schools advice about how to teach young children about
being tricked into getting undressed online in a fun way without scaring them or
explaining the motives of sex offenders.

Online Safety Resource Centre London Grid for Learning (Igfl.net)

Managing risk of radicalisation in your education setting — DfE guidance, KCSIE 2023

Upskirting

Upskirting know your rights — UK Government
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/upskirting-know-your-rights

59



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protecting-children-from-radicalisation-the-prevent-duty
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protecting-children-from-radicalisation-the-prevent-duty
https://educateagainsthate.com/
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/upskirting-know-your-rights

Violence

Gangs and youth violence: for schools and colleges - Home Office advice
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/advice-to-schools-and-colleges-on-
gangs-and-youth-violence

Ending violence against women and girls 2016-2020 strategy - Home Office strategy

Violence against women and girls: national statement of expectations for victims - Home
Office guidance

Sexual violence and sexual harassment between children in schools— KCSIE, 2023, Part 5

Serious violence strategy - Home Office Strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/serious-violence-strategy

In addition, the School acts in accordance with the London Child Protection Procedures
and the procedures of the Wandsworth Safeguarding Children Partnership.
https://wscp.org.uk/about-the-partnership/policies-and-procedures/

Human Rights Act, 1998 (Specification from ‘Role of the Governing Body’, section 5).

Article 3: theright to freedom from inhuman and degrading treatment (an absolute right);

Article 8: the right to respect for private and family life (a qualified right) includes a duty to
protect individuals’ physical and psychological integrity;

Article 14: requires that all of the rights and freedoms set out in the Act must be protected
and applied without discrimination;

Protocol 1, Article 2: protects the right to education.

Being subjected to harassment, violence and or abuse, including that of a sexual nature,
may breach any or all of these rights, depending on the nature of the conduct and the
circumstances.

Equality Act, 2010 (Specification from ‘Role of the Governing Body, section 5).
Schools must not unlawfully discriminate against pupils because of their sex, race,

disability, religion or belief, gender reassignment, pregnancy and maternity, or sexual
orientation (protected characteristics)
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Provisions within the Equality Act allow schools to take positive action, where it can be
shown that it is proportionate, to deal with particular disadvantages affecting pupils or
students with a particular protected characteristic in order to meet their specific need, this
includes a duty to make reasonable adjustments for disabled children and young people,
including those with long term conditions. A school could, for example, consider taking
positive action to support girls if there was evidence they were being disproportionately
subjected to sexual violence or sexual harassment.

Public Sector Equality Duty (PSED)

The PSED places a general duty on schools to have, in the exercise of their functions, due
regard to the need to eliminate unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation (and
any other conduct prohibited under the Equality Act), to advance equality of opportunity
and foster good relations between those who share arelevant protected characteristic
and those who do not. The duty applies to all protected characteristics and means that
whenever significant decisions are being made or policies developed, specific
consideration must be given to the equality implications of these such as, for example, the
need to eliminate unlawful behaviours that relate to them such as sexual violence and
sexual harassment, misogyny/misandry and racism. This is one reason why good record-
keeping and monitoring of all forms of abuse and harassment is essential.

The PSED helps schools and colleges (which are subject to it) to focus on key issues of
concern and how to improve pupil and student outcomes. Some pupils or students may be
more at risk of harm from specific issues such as sexual violence, homophobic, biphobic or
transphobic bullying or racial discrimination. Such concerns will differ between education
settings, but it is important schools and colleges are conscious of disproportionate
vulnerabilities and integrate this into their safeguarding policies and procedures.

Keeping Children Safe in Education, 2023
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Appendix C: Types and indicators of abuse

Child abuseis takentoreferto any child of under 18 years who, through the actions of adults
(with a caring role for that child) or their failure to act, has suffered or is at risk of suffering
significant harm. Children may be abused in a family or in an institutional or community
setting by those known to them or, more rarely, by others (e.g., via the internet). They may be
abused by adults or another child or children.

Behaviours such as alcohol and substance misuse, truanting and sexting put children at risk
or in danger and safeguarding issues can manifest themselves via child-on-child abuse,
including cyber-bullying and gender-based violence/sexual assaults.

Abuse is broadly divided into four categories: neglect, physical abuse, sexual abuse, and
emotional abuse. Brief definitions are given below (See ‘What do if you're worried a child is
being abused. Advice for practitioners.” March 2015, DfE).

Neglect is a pattern of failing to provide for a child’s basic needs, whether it be adequate
food, clothing, hygiene, supervision, or shelter. It is likely to result in the serious impairment of
a child’s health or development. Children who are neglected often also suffer from other
types of abuse. It is important that practitioners remain alert and do not miss opportunities
to take timely action. However, while you may be concerned about a child, neglect is not
always straightforward to identify. Neglect may occur if a parent becomes physically or
mentally unable to care for a child. A parent may also have an addiction to alcohol or drugs,
which could impair their ability to keep a child safe or result in them prioritising drugs, or
alcohol, over food, clothing, warmth for the child. Neglect may occur during pregnancy
because of a maternal drug or alcohol abuse.

Physical abuse: deliberately physically hurting a child. It might take a variety of different
forms, including hitting, pinching, shaking, throwing, poisoning, burning, or scalding,
drowning, or suffocating a child. Physical abuse can happen in any family, but children may
be more at risk if their parents have problems with drugs, alcohol, and mental health or if
they livein a home where domestic abuse happens. Babies and disabled children also have
a higher risk of suffering physical abuse. Physical harm may also be caused when a parent
or carer fabricates the symptoms of, or deliberately induces, illness in a child. Physical abuse
can also occur outside of the family environment.

Sexual abuse: is any sexual activity with a child. You should be aware that many children
and young people who are victims of sexual abuse do not recognise themselves as such. A
child may not understand what is happening and may not even understand that it is wrong.
Sexual abuse can have a long-term impact on mental health. Sexual abuse may involve
physical contact, including assault by penetration (for example, rape or oral sex) or non-
penetrative acts such as masturbation, upskirting, kissing, rubbing, and touching outside
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clothing. It may include non-contact activities, such as involving children in the production
of sexual images, forcing children to look at sexual images or watch sexual activities,
encouraging children to behave in sexually inappropriate ways or grooming a child in
preparation for abuse (including via the internet). Sexual abuse is not solely perpetrated by
adult males. Women can commit acts of sexual abuse, as can other children.

Emotional abuse: is the persistent emotional maltreatment of a child. It is also sometimes
called psychological abuse and it can have severe and persistent adverse effects on a
child’s emotional development. Although the effects of emotional abuse might take a long
time to be recognisable, practitioners will be able to observe it, for example, in the way that
a parent interacts with their child. Emotional abuse may involve deliberately telling a child
that they are worthless, or unloved and inadequate. It may include not giving a child the
opportunity to express their views, deliberately silencing them or ‘making fun’ of what they
say or how they communicate. Emotional abuse may involve serious bullying — including
online bullying through social networks, online games, or mobile phones — by a child’s peers.

Sexual exploitation is a form of sexual abuse where children are sexually exploited for
money, power, or status. It can involve violent, humiliating and degrading sexual assaults. In
some cases, young people are persuaded or forced into exchanging sexual activity for
money, drugs, gifts, affection, or status. Consent cannot be given, even where a child may
believe they are voluntarily engaging in sexual activity with the person who is exploiting
them. Child sexual exploitation does not always involve physical contact and can happen
online. A considerable number of children who are victims of sexual exploitation go missing
from home, care and education at some point.

Signs of Abuse or Neglect in Children

Children whose behaviour changes — they may become aggressive, challenging,
disruptive, withdrawn, or clingy, or they might have difficulty sleeping or start wetting the
bed.

Other examples may include:

e Children with clothes which are ill-fitting and/or dirty;

e Children with consistently poor hygiene;

e Children who make strong efforts to avoid specific family members or friends,
without an obvious reason;

e Children who do not want to change clothes in front of others or participate in
physical activities;

e Children who are having problems at school, for example, a sudden lack of
concentration and learning or they appear to be tired and hungry;

e Children who talk about being left home alone, with inappropriate carers or with
strangers;
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Children who reach developmental milestones, such as learning to speak or walk,
late, with no medical reason;

Children who are regularly missing from school or education;

Children who are reluctant to go home after school;

Children with poor school attendance and punctuality, or who are consistently late
being picked up;

Parents who are dismissive and non-responsive to practitioners’ concerns;

Parents who collect their children from school when drunk, or under the influence of
drugs;

Children who drink alcohol regularly from an early age;

Children who are concerned for younger siblings without explaining why.

Recognising physical abuse

The following are often regarded as indicators of concern:

An explanation which is inconsistent with an injury;

Several different explanations provided for an injury;

Unexplained delay in seeking treatment;

The parents/carers are uninterested or undisturbed by an accident or an injury;
Parents are absent without good reason when their child is presented for treatment;
Repeated presentation of minor injuries (which may represent a ‘cry for help’ and if
ignored could lead to a more serious injury;

Family use of different doctors and A&E departments;

Reluctance to give information or mention previous injuries.

Bruising

Children can have accidental bruising, but the following must be considered as non-

accidental unless there is evidence, or an adequate explanation provided:

Any bruising to a pre-crawling or pre-walking baby;

Bruisingin or around the mouth, particularly in small babies which may indicate force
feeding;

Two simultaneous bruised eyes, without bruising to the forehead (rarely accidental,
though a single bruised eye can be accidental or abusive);

Repeated or multiple bruising on the head or on sites unlikely to be injured
accidentally;

Variation in colour possibly indicates injuries caused at different times;

The outline of an object used e.g., belt marks, handprints, or a hairbrush;

Bruising or tears around, or behind, the earlobe/s indicating injury by pulling or
twisting;

Bruising around the face;

Grasp marks on small children;

Bruising on the arms, buttocks and thighs may be an indicator of sexual abuse.
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Bite Marks

Bite marks can leave clear impressions of the teeth. Human bite marks are oval or crescent
shaped. Those over 3 cm in diameter are more likely to have been caused by an adult or an
older child.

A medical opinion should be sought where there is any doubt over the origin of the bite.

Burns and Scalds

It can be difficult to distinguish between accidental and non-accidental burns and scalds

and will always require experienced medical opinion. Any burn with a clear outline may be

suspicious e.g..

Circular burns from cigarettes (but may be friction burns if along the bony
protuberance of the spine);

Linear burns from hot metal rods or electrical fire elements;

Burns of uniform depth over alarge areq;

Scalds that have aline indicating immersion or poured liquid (a child getting into hot
water of its own accord will struggle to get out and cause splash marks);

Old scars indicating previous burns / scalds which did not have appropriate
treatment or adequate explanation.

Scalds to the buttocks of a small child, particularly in the absence of burns to the feet, are

indicative of dipping into a hot liquid or bath.

Fractures

Fractures may cause pain, swelling and discoloration over a bone or a joint. Non-mobile

children rarely sustain fractures.

There are grounds for concernif:

Scars

The history provided is vague, non-existent, or inconsistent with the fracture type
There are associated old fractures;

Medical attention is sought after a period of delay when the fracture has caused
symptoms such as swelling, pain or loss of movement;

Thereis an unexplained fracture in the first year of life.

A large number of scars or scars of varied sizes or ages, or on various parts of body, may
suggest abuse.
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Behavioural Indications

Some children may behave in ways that alert a Staff member to the possibility of physical
injury, for example:

e Withdrawal from physical contact;
e Fearofreturning home;

o Self-destructive tendencies;

e Aggression towards others.

Recognising Emotional Abuse

Emotional abuse may be difficult to recognise, as the signs are usually behavioural rather
than physical. The manifestations of emotional abuse might also indicate the presence of
other kinds of abuse.

The indicators of emotional abuse are often also associated with other forms of abuse.
The following may be indicators of emotional abuse:

e Developmental delay;

e Abnormal attachment between a child and parent / carer, e.g. anxious,
indiscriminate or no attachment;

e Aggressive behaviour towards others;

e Scape-goated within the family;

e Frozen watchfulness, particularly in pre-school children;

e Low self-esteem and lack of confidence;

e Withdrawn or seen as a ‘loner’ — difficulty relating to others;

e Over-reaction to mistakes;

e Fear of new situations;

e Inappropriate responses to painful situations;

e Neurotic behaviours;

e Self-harming;

e Running away.

Recognising Neglect

Evidence of neglect is built up over a period of time and can cover different aspects of
parenting. Indicators include:

e Failure by parents or carers to meet the basic essential needs, e.g., adequate food,
clothes, warmth, hygiene, and medical care;

e A child seen to be listless, apathetic, and unresponsive with no apparent medical
cause;

e Failure of child to grow within normal expected pattern, with accompanying weight
loss;
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e Child thrives away from home environment;

e Child frequently absent from or late for school;

e Childleft with adults who are intoxicated or violent;
e Child abandoned or left alone for excessive periods;
e Compulsive stealing or scavenging.

Recognising Sexual Abuse

Children of all ages may be sexually abused and are frequently scared to say anything due
to guilt and / or fear. This is particularly difficult for a child to talk about, and a full account
should be taken of the cultural sensitivities of any individual child/family.

Recognition can be difficult unless the child discloses and is believed. There may be no
physical signs and indications are likely to be emotional/behavioural.

Some behavioural indicators associated with this form of abuse are:

e Inappropriate sexualised conduct;
e Sexually explicit behaviour, play or conversation, inappropriate for the child’s age;
e Continual and inappropriate or excessive masturbation;
e Self-harm (including eating disorder, self-mutilation, and suicide attempts);
e Involvement in prostitution or indiscriminate choice of sexual partners;
e An anxious unwillingness to remove clothes for e.g,, sports events (but this may be
related to cultural norms or physical difficulties);
e Concerning changesin behaviour or general presentation;
e Regressive behaviour;
e Distrust of a particular adult;
o Unexplained gifts of money;
e Sleep disturbances or nightmares;
e Phobias or panic attacks;
e Some physicalindicators associated with this form of abuse are:
o Painoritching of genital area
o Blood on underclothes
o Pregnancy in ayounger girl where the identity of the father is disclosed
o Physical symptoms such as injuries to the genital or anal areas, bruising to
buttocks, abdomen and thighs, sexually transmitted disease, presence of
semen in vaging, anus, external genitalia, or clothing
o Wetting or soiling
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Sexual Abuse

The definition of Sexual Abuse by children is the same as sexual abuse by adults.

Abusive/inappropriate behaviour is often characterised by a lack of true consent, the
presence of a power imbalance and exploitation.

The boundary between what is abusive and what is part of normal childhood or youthful
experimentation can be blurred. The ability of professionals to determine whether a child’s
sexual behaviour is developmental, inappropriate, or abusive will hinge around the related
concepts of true consent, power imbalance and exploitation. This may include children who
exhibit a range of sexually problematic behaviour such as indecent exposure, obscene
telephone calls, fetishism, bestiality and sexual abuse against adults or children and
downloading indecent images of children from the internet.

Developmental sexual activity encompasses those actions, which are to be expected from
children as they move from infancy through to adulthood, developing an understanding of
their physical,emotional,and behavioural relationships with each other. Such sexual activity
is essentially information gathering and experimentation characterised by mutuality and
consent.

Sexual behaviour can be inappropriate socially, inappropriate to development or both. It
is important to consider what negative effects the behaviour has on any of the parties
involved and what concerns it raises about a child. It should be recognised that the
behaviour may be motivated by information seeking but may cause significant upset,
confusion, physical damage, etc. It may also be that the behaviour is acting out other sexual
situations which the child has been exposed to.

Abusive sexual activity is characterised by behaviour involving coercion, threats,
aggression together with secrecy or where one participant relies on an unequal power
base.

Child abduction and community safety incidents

Child abduction is the unauthorised removal or retention of a minor from a parent or
anyone with legal responsibility for the child. Child abduction can be committed by
parents or other family members; by people known but not related to the victim (such as
neighbours, friends, and acquaintances); and by strangers.

Other community safety incidents in the vicinity of a school can raise concerns amongst
children and parents, for example, people loitering nearby or unknown adults engaging
children in conversation.

As children get older and are granted more independence (for example, as they start
walking to school on their own) it is important they are given practical advice on how to
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keep themselves safe. Many schools provide outdoor-safety lessons run by teachers or by
local police staff. Itis

important that lessons focus on building children’s confidence and abilities rather than
simply warning them about all strangers. Further information is available at:

www.actionagainstabduction.org and www.clevernevergoes.org
Children and the court system

Children are sometime required to give evidence in criminal courts, either for crimes
committed against them or for crimes they have witnessed. There is an age-appropriate
guide to support children 12-17 year olds:

(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/young-witness-booklet-for-12-to-17-

year-olds).

It explains each step of the process, support and special measures that are available. There

are diagrams illustrating the courtroom structure and the use of video links is explained.

Making child arrangements via the family courts following separation can be stressful and
entrench conflict in families. This can be stressful for children. The Ministry of Justice has
launched an online child arrangements information tool with clear and concise information

on the dispute resolution service. This may be useful for some parents and carers.

Child Missing or Absent from Education

All Staff should be aware that children being absent from education (low attendance) or
going missing from education (not on roll with a school), particularly repeatedly or for a
prolonged period of time, can act as a vital warning sign of a range of safeguarding
possibilities. This may include abuse and neglect, which may include sexual abuse or
exploitation and child criminal exploitation. It may indicate mental health problems, risk of
substance abuse, risk of travelling to conflict zones, risk of female genital mutilation or risk
of forced marriage. Early intervention is necessary to identify the existence of any
underlying safeguarding risk and to help prevent the risks of a child going missing in future.
Staff should be aware of their school or college’s unauthorised absence and children

missing from education procedures.

The School recognises its duty (weekly) to inform the local authority when removing a child

from the school roll at standard and non-standard transition points.

Further information can be found in the following statutory guidance: Children Missing Education.

Children with family members in prison

Approximately 200,000 children have a parent sent to prison each year. These children are
at risk of poor outcomes including poverty, stigma, isolation, and poor mental health. The
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National Information Centre on Children of Offenders ‘NICCO’ (https://www.nicco.org.uk/)

provides information designed to support professionals working with offenders and their
children, to help mitigate negative consequences for those children.

Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE) and Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE)

We know that different forms of harm often overlap, and that perpetrators may subject
children and young people to multiple forms of abuse, such as criminal exploitation
(including county lines) and sexual exploitation.

In some cases, the exploitation or abuse will be in exchange for something the victim needs
or wants (for example, money, gifts, or affection), and/or will be to the financial benefit or

other advantage, such as increased status, of the perpetrator or facilitator.

Children can be exploited by adult males or females, as individuals or in groups. They may
also be exploited by other children, who themselves may be experiencing exploitation —
where this is the case, it is important that the child perpetratoris also recognised as a

victim.

Whilst the age of the child may be a contributing factor for animbalance of power, there
are arange of other factors that could make a child more vulnerable to exploitation,
including, sexual identity, cognitive ability, learning difficulties, communication ability,

physical strength, status, and access to economic or other resources.

Some of the following can be indicators of both child criminal and sexual exploitation

where children:

e appear with unexplained gifts, money, or new possessions;

e associate with other children involved in exploitation;

o suffer from changesin emotional well-being;

e misuse drugs and alcohol;

e go missing for periods of time or regularly come home late;

e regularly miss school or education or do not take part in education.

Children who have been exploited will need additional support to help maintain them in

education.

CSE can be a one-off occurrence or a series of incidents over time and range from
opportunistic to complex organised abuse. It can involve force and/or enticement-based
methods of compliance and may, or may not, be accompanied by violence or threats of

violence.
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Some additional specific indicators that may be present in CSE are children who:

e have older boyfriends or girlfriends;
e suffer from sexually transmitted infections, display sexual behaviours beyond
expected sexual development or become pregnant.

Further information on signs of a child’s involvement in sexual exploitation is available in
Home Office guidance: Child sexual exploitation: guide for practitioner

County Lines

County lines is a term used to describe gangs and organised criminal networks involved in
exporting illegal drugs using dedicated mobile phone lines or other form of “deal line.” This
activity can happen locally as well as across the UK - no specified distance of travel is
required. Children and vulnerable adults are exploited to move, store, and sell drugs and
money. Offenders will often use coercion, intimidation, violence (including sexual violence)

and weapons to ensure compliance of victims.

Children can be targeted and recruited into county lines in a number of locations including
schools (mainstream and special), further and higher educational institutions, pupil referral

units, children’s homes, and care homes.

Children are also increasingly being targeted and recruited online using social media.
Children can easily become trapped by this type of exploitation as county lines gangs can
manufacture drug debts which need to be worked off or threaten serious violence and

kidnap towards victims (and their families) if they attempt to leave the county lines network.

A number of the indicators for CSE and CCE as detailed above may be applicable to where
children areinvolvedin county lines. Some additional specificindicators that may be present

where a child is criminally exploited through involvement in county lines are children who:

e gomissing and are subsequently found in areas away from their home;

e have been the victim or perpetrator of serious violence (e.g., knife crime);

e areinvolvedinreceiving requests for drugs via a phone line, moving drugs, handing
over and collecting money for drugs;

e areexposed to techniques such as ‘plugging,” where drugs are concealed internally
to avoid detection;

e arefoundin accommodation that they have no connection with, often called a
‘trap house or cuckooing’ or hotel room where there is drug activity;

e owea‘debtbond’ to their exploiters;

e have their bank accounts used to facilitate drug dealing.
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Further information on the signs of a child’s involvement in county lines is available in
guidance published by the Home Office.

Modern Slavery and the National Referral Mechanism

Modern slavery encompasses human trafficking and slavery, servitude and forced or
compulsory labour. Exploitation can take many forms, including sexual exploitation, forced
labour, slavery, servitude, forced criminality and the removal of organs.

Further information on the signs that someone may be a victim of modern slavery, the
support available to victims and how to refer them to the NRM is available in the Modern
Slavery Statutory Guidance. Modern slavery: how to identify and support victims (gov.co.uk)
Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE).

Child Criminal Exploitationis where an individual or group takes advantage of animbalance
of power to coerce, control, manipulate or deceive a child into any criminal activity (a) in
exchange for something the victim needs or wants, and/or (b) for the financial or other
advantage of the perpetrator or facilitator and/or (c) through violence or the threat of
violence. The victim may have been criminally exploited even if the activity appears
consensual. CCE does not always involve physical contact; it can also occur using
technology.

CCE can include children being forced to work in cannabis factories, being coerced into
moving drugs or money across the country, forced to shoplift or pickpocket, or to threaten
other young people.

Cybercrime

Cybercrimeis a criminal activity committed using computers and/or theinternet. Itis broadly
categorised as either ‘cyber-enabled’ (crimes that can happen off-line but are enabled at
scale and at speed on-line) or ‘cyber dependent’ (crimes that can be committed only by

using a computer). Cyber-dependent crimes include;

- unauthorised access to computers (illegal ‘hacking’), for example accessing a school’s

computer network to look for test paper answers or change grades awarded;

- denial of Service (Dos or DDoS) attacks or ‘booting.” These are attempts to make a
computer, network, or website unavailable by overwhelming it with internet traffic from

multiple sources; and,

- making, supplying, or obtaining malware (malicious software) such as viruses, spyware,
ransomware, botnets, and Remote Access Trojans with the intent to commit further offence,
including those above
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Children with particular skills and interest in computing and technology may inadvertently
or deliberately stray into cyber-dependent crime.

If there are concerns about a child in this area, the designated safeguarding lead (or a
deputy), should consider referring into the Cyber Choices programme. This is a nationwide

police programme supported by the Home Office and led by the National Crime Agency,
working withregional and local policing. It aims to intervene where young people are at risk
of committing, or being drawn into, low level cyber-dependent offences and divert them to

amore positive use of their skills and interests.

Note that Cyber Choices does not currently cover ‘cyber-enabled’ crime such as fraud,
purchasing of illegal drugs on-line and child sexual abuse and exploitation, nor other areas

of concern such as on-line bullying or general on-line safety.

Additional advice can be found at: Cyber Choices, NSPCC- When to call the Police’ and
National Cyber Security Centre NCSC.GOV.UK

Domestic abuse

The Domestic Abuse Act 2021 received Royal Assent on 29 April 2021. The Act introduces the

first ever statutory definition of domestic abuse and recognises the impact of domestic

abuse on children as victims in their own right, if they see, hear or experience the effects of
abuse. The statutory definition of domestic abuse, based on the previous cross-government
definition, ensures that different types of relationships are captured, including ex-partners
and family members. The definition captures a range of different abusive behaviours,
including physical,emotional, and economic abuse and coercive and controlling behaviour.
Both the person whois carrying out the behaviour and the person to whom the behaviour is
directed towards must be aged 16 or over and they must be “personally connected” (as
defined in section 2 of the 2021 Act).

Types of domestic abuse include intimate partner violence, abuse by family members,
teenage relationship abuse and child/adolescent to parent violence and abuse. Anyone
can be a victim of domestic abuse, regardless of sexual identity, age, ethnicity,
socioeconomic status, sexuality or background and domestic abuse can take place inside
or outside of the home. The government will issue statutory guidance to provide further
information for those working with domestic abuse victims and perpetrators, including the

impact on children.

All children can witness and be adversely affected by domestic abuse in the context of their
home life where domestic abuse occurs between family members. Experiencing domestic
abuse and/or violence can have a serious, long lasting emotional and psychological impact
on children. In some cases, a child may blame themselves for the abuse or may have had to
leave the family home as a result.
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Young people can also experience domestic abuse within their own intimate relationships.
This form of child-on-child abuse is sometimes referred to as ‘teenage relationship abuse.’
Depending on the age of the young people, this may not be recognised in law under the
statutory definition of ‘domestic abuse’(if one or both parties are under 16). However, as with
any child under eighteen, where there are concerns about safety or welfare, child
safeguarding procedures should be followed and both young victims and young
perpetrators should be offered support.

Operation Encompass

Operation Encompass operates in all police forces across England. It helps the police and
schools work together to provide emotional and practical help to children. The system
ensures that when police are called to an incident of domestic abuse, where there are
childreninthe household who have experienced the domesticincident, the police willinform
the key adult (usually the designated safeguarding lead) in school before the child or
children arrive at school the following day. This ensures that the school has up-to-date
relevant information about the child’s circumstances and can enable immediate support to
be put in place, according to the child’s needs. Operation Encompass does not replace
statutory safeguarding procedures. Where appropriate, the police and/or schools should
make areferral to children’s social care if they are concerned about a child’s welfare. More
information about the scheme and how schools can become involved is available on the
Operation Encompass website or use the helpline: 0204 513 9990.

National Domestic Abuse Helpline

Refuge runs the National Domestic Abuse Helpline, which can be called free of charge and
in confidence, 24 hours a day on 0808 2000 247. Its website provides guidance and support
for potential victims, as well as those who are worried about friends and loved ones. It also
has a form through which a safe time from the team for a call can be booked. Additional
advice on identifying children who are affected by domestic abuse and how they can be

helpedis available at:

NSPCC- UK domestic-abuse Signs Symptoms Effects

Refuge what is domestic violence/effects of domestic violence on children

Safelives: young people and domestic abuse.

Domestic abuse: specialist sources of support - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) (Includes information

for adult victims, young people facing abuse in their own relationships and parents
experiencing child to parent violence/abuse)

Home: Operation Encompass: 0204 513 9990. (Includes information for schools on the impact

of domestic abuse on children)
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Homelessness

Being homeless or being at risk of becoming homeless presents a real risk to a child’s
welfare. The designated safeguarding lead (and any deputies) should be aware of contact
details and referral routes into the Local Housing Authority so they can raise/progress
concerns at the earliest opportunity. Indicators that a family may be at risk of homelessness
include household debt, rent arrears, domestic abuse, and anti-social behaviour, as well as
the family being asked to leave a property. Whilst referrals and/or discussion with the Local
Housing Authority should be progressed as appropriate, this does not, and should not,
replace a referral into children’s social care where a child has been harmed or is at risk of

harm.

The Homelessness Reduction Act 2017 places a new legal duty on English councils so that

everyone who is homeless or at risk of homelessness will have access to meaningful help
including an assessment of their needs and circumstances, the development of a
personalised housing plan, and work to help them retain their accommodation or find anew
place to live. The following factsheets usefully summarise the new duties: Homeless

Reduction Act Factsheets https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/homelessness-

reduction-bill-policy-factsheets. The new duties shift focus to early intervention and

encourage those at risk to seek support as soon as possible before they face a

homelessness crisis.

In most cases school and college Staff will be considering homelessness in the context of
children who live with their families, and intervention will be on that basis. However, it should
also be recognised in some cases 16- and 17-year-olds could be living independently from
their parents or guardians, for example through their exclusion from the family home, and
will require a different level of intervention and support. Children’s Services will be the lead
agency for these young people and the designated safeguarding lead (or a deputy) should
ensure appropriate referrals are made based on the child’s circumstances. The DfE, the
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government have published joint statutory
guidance on the provision of accommodation for 16- and 17-year-olds who may be

homeless and/ or require accommodation:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/homelessness-reduction-bill-policy -

factsheets.
So-called ‘honour’ -based abuse (including FGM and Forced Marriage)

Honour Based Abuse encompasses incidents or crimes which have been committed to
protect or defend the honour of the family and/or the community, including female genital
mutilation (FGM), forced marriage, and practices such as breast ironing. Abuse committed
in the context of preserving “honour” often involves a wider network of family or community
pressure and can include multiple perpetrators. It is important to be aware of this dynamic
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and additional risk factors when deciding what form of safeguarding action to take. All
forms of HBA are abuse (regardless of the motivation) and should be handled and escalated
as such. Professionals in all agencies, and individuals and groups in relevant communities,
need to be alert to the possibility of a child being at risk of HBA, or already having suffered
HBA.

Actions

If Staff have a concern regarding a child that might be at risk of HBA or who has suffered
from HBA, they should speak to the designated safeguarding lead (or deputy). As
appropriate, they will activate local safeguarding procedures, using existing national and
local protocols for multiagency liaison with police and children’s social care. Where FGM
has taken place, since 31 October 2015 there has been a mandatory reporting duty placed

on teachers that requires a different approach (see following section).
FGM

FGM comprises all procedures involving partial or total removal of the external female
genitalia or other injury to the female genital organs. ltisillegal in the UK and a form of child
abuse with long-lasting harmful consequences.

FGM mandatory reporting duty

Section 5B of the Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003 (as inserted by section 74 of the Serious
Crime Act 2015) places a statutory duty upon teachers along with regulated health and
social care professionals in England and Wales, to report to the police where they discover
(either through disclosure by the victim or visual evidence) that FGM appears to have been
carried out on a girl under 18. Those failing to report such cases will face disciplinary
sanctions. It will be rare for teachers to see visual evidence, and they should not be
examining students, but the same definition of what is meant by “to discover that an act of
FGM appears to have been carried out”is used for all professionals to whom this mandatory
reporting duty applies. Information on when and how to make a report can be found at-
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mandatory-reporting-of-female-genital-

mutilation-procedural-information

Teachers must personally report to the police cases where they discover that an act of FGM
appears to have been carried out. Unless the teacher has a good reason not to, they should
also still consider and discuss any such case with the school or college’s designated
safeguarding lead and involve children’s social care as appropriate. The duty does not
apply inrelation to at risk or suspected cases (i.e., where the teacher does not discover that
an act of FGM appears to have been carried out, either through disclosure by the victim or
visual evidence) or in cases where the woman is 18 or over. In these cases, teachers should
follow local safeguarding procedures. The following is a useful summary of the FGM
mandatory reporting duty: FGM Fact Sheet —
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https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/496415
/6_1639_HO_SP_FGM_mandatory_reporting_Fact_sheet_Web.pdf

Further information can be found in the Multi-agency statutory guidance on female genital

mutilation and the FGM resource pack particularly section 13.

Forced marriage

Forcing a personinto a marriage is a crime in England and Wales. A forced marriage is one
entered into without the full and free consent of one or both parties and where violence,
threats or any other form of coercion is used to cause a person to enter into a marriage.
Threats can be physical or emotional and psychological. A lack of full and free consent can
be where a person does not consent or where they cannot consent (if they have learning
disabilities, for example). Nevertheless, some communities use religion and culture to coerce
a person into marriage. Schools and colleges can play an important role in safeguarding
children from forced marriage.

The Forced Marriage Unit has  published  multi-agency  guidelines, -

https://www.gov.uk/forced-marriage with pages 32-36 focusing on the role of schools and

colleges. School and college Staff can contact the Forced Marriage Unitif they need advice
or information. Contact: 020 7008 0151 or email: fmu@fco.gov.uk. Additional information on

‘The right to choose’ can be found at: government guidance on forced marriage - GOV.UK

(www.gov.uk) (2023).

Preventing radicalisation

Children are susceptible to extremist ideology and radicalisation. Similar to protecting
children from other forms of harm and abuse, protecting children from this risk should be a

part of a school’s or college’s safeguarding approach.

Extremism is the vocal or active opposition to our fundamental values, including the rule of
law, individual liberty and the mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs.
This also includes calling for the death of members of the armed forces.

Radicalisation refers to the process by which a person comes to support terrorism and
extremist ideologies associated with terrorist groups.

Terrorismis an action that endangers or causes serious violence to a person/people; causes
serious damage to property; or seriously interferes or disrupts an electronic system. The use
or threat must be designed to influence the government or to intimidate the public and is
made for the purpose of advancing a political, religious, or ideological cause.

Thereis no single way of identifying whether a child is likely to be susceptible to an extremist
ideology. Background factors combined with specific influences such as family and friends

77


https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/496415/6_1639_HO_SP_FGM_mandatory_reporting_Fact_sheet_Web.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/496415/6_1639_HO_SP_FGM_mandatory_reporting_Fact_sheet_Web.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/912996/6-1914-HO-Multi_Agency_Statutory_Guidance_on_FGM__-_MASTER_V7_-_FINAL__July_2020.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/912996/6-1914-HO-Multi_Agency_Statutory_Guidance_on_FGM__-_MASTER_V7_-_FINAL__July_2020.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/forced-marriage
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-right-to-choose-government-guidance-on-forced-marriage
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-right-to-choose-government-guidance-on-forced-marriage

may contribute to a child’s vulnerability. Similarly, radicalisation can occur through many
different methods (such as social media or the internet) and settings (such as within the
home).

However, it is possible to protect susceptible people from extremist ideology and intervene
to prevent those atrisk of radicalisation being radicalised. As with other safeguarding risks,
Staff should be alert to changes in children’s behaviour which could indicate that they may
need help or protection. Staff should use their judgement in identifying children who might
be at risk of radicalisation and act proportionately which may include the designated

safeguarding lead (or deputy) making a referral to the Channel programme.

The school’s or college’s designated safeguarding lead (and any deputies) should be aware
of local procedures for making a Prevent referral.

The Prevent Duty

All schools and colleges are subject to a duty under section 26 of the Counter-Terrorism and

Security Act 2015 (the CTSA 2015), in the exercise of their functions, to have “due regard” to

the need to prevent people from being drawn into terrorism”. This duty is known as the
Prevent duty.

The Prevent duty should be seen as part of schools’ and colleges’ wider safeguarding
obligations. Designated safeguarding leads and other senior leaders in schools should
familiarise themselves with the revised Prevent duty guidance: for England and Wales,
especially paragraphs 57-76, which are specifically concerned with schools (and also
covers childcare). Designated safeguarding leads and other senior leaders in schools
should familiar themselves with the Prevent duty guidance: for further education institutions

in England and Wales. The guidance is set out in terms of four general themes: risk

assessment, working in partnership, staff training, and IT policies.
Channel

Channelis a voluntary, confidential support programme which focuses on providing
support at an early stage to people who are identified as being susceptible to being
drawn into terrorism. Prevent referrals may be passed to a multi-agency Channel panel,
which will discuss the individual referred to determine whether they are susceptible to
being drawn into terrorism and consider the appropriate support required. A
representative from the school or college may be asked to attend the Channel panel to
help with this assessment. An individual's engagement with the programme is entirely
voluntary at all stages.

The designated safeguarding lead should consider if it would be appropriate to share any
information with the new school or college in advance of a child leaving. For example,
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information that would allow the new school or college to continue supporting victims of
abuse or those who are currently receiving support through the ‘Channel’ programme and
have that support in place for when the child arrives.

Statutory guidance on Channelis available at: Channel guidance.

Additional support

The Department has published further advice for schools on the Prevent duty. The adviceis
intended to complement the Prevent guidance and signposts to other sources of advice
and support.

The Home Office has developed three e-learning modules:

Prevent awareness e-learning offers an introduction to the Prevent duty.

Prevent referrals e-learning supports staff to make Prevent referrals that are robust,

informed and with good intention.

Channel awareness e-learning is aimed at staff who may be asked to contribute to or sit

on a multi-agency Channel panel.

Educate Against Hate, is a government website designed to support schoolteachers and

leaders to help them safeguard their students from radicalisation and extremism. The
platform provides free information and resources to help school staff identify and address

therisks, as well as build resilience to radicalisation.

For advice specific to further education, the Education and Training Foundation (ETF) hosts
the Prevent for FE and Training. This hosts a range of free, sector specific resources to
support further education settings comply with the Prevent duty. This includes the Prevent
Awareness e-learning, which offers an introduction to the duty, and the Prevent Referral e-
learning, which is designed to support staff to make robust, informed and proportionate

referrals.

The ETF Online Learning environment provides online training modules for practitioners,
leaders and managers, support staff and governors/Board members outlining their roles

and responsibilities under the duty.
Child-on-Child abuse

Children can abuse other children (previously referred to as child-on-child abuse) andit can
take many forms. It can happen both inside and outside of school/college and online. It is
important that all staff recognise the indicators and signs of child-on-child abuse and know
how to identify it and respond to reports. This can include (but is not limited to): bullying
(including cyberbullying, prejudice-based and discriminatory bullying); abuse within
intimate partner relationships; physical abuse such as hitting, kicking, shaking, biting, hair
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pulling, or otherwise causing physical harm; sexual violence and sexual harassment;
consensual and non-consensual sharing of nudes and semi-nudes images and/or videos;
causing someone to engage in sexual activity without consent, such as forcing someone to
strip, touch themselves sexually, or to engage in sexual activity with a third party; upskirting
and initiation/hazing type violence and rituals. Addressing inappropriate behaviour (even if
it appears to be relatively innocuous) can be an important intervention that helps prevent
problematic, abusive and/or violent behaviour in the future.

Sexual violence and sexual harassment between children in schools and colleges
Context

Sexual violence and sexual harassment can occur between two children of any age and
sex. It can also occur through a group of children sexually assaulting or sexually harassing a

single child or group of children.

Children who are victims of sexual violence and sexual harassment will likely find the
experience stressful and distressing. This will, likely, adversely affect their educational
attainment. Sexual violence and sexual harassment exist on a continuum and may overlap,
they can occur online and offline {both physical and verbal) and are never acceptable. It is
important that all victims are taken seriously and offered appropriate support. Staff should
be aware that some groups are potentially more at risk. Evidence shows girls, children with
SEND and LGBT+ children are at greater risk.

Staff should be aware of the importance of:

e making clear that sexual violence and sexual harassment is not acceptable, will never
be tolerated andis not aninevitable part of growing up;

e not tolerating or dismissing sexual violence or sexual harassment as “banter,” “part of
growing up,” “just having a laugh” or “boys being boys;” and

e challenging behaviours (potentially criminal in nature), such as grabbing bottoms,
breasts, and genitalia, flicking bras, and lifting skirts. Dismissing or tolerating such

behaviours risks normalising them.

What is Sexual violence and sexual harassment?

Sexual violence

Itis important that schools and colleges are aware of sexual violence and the fact children
can, and sometimes do, abuse their peers in this way. When referring to sexual violence in
this advice, we do so in the context of child-on-child sexual violence.

For the purpose of this advice, when referring to sexual violence we are referring to sexual
offences under the Sexual Offences Act 2003 as described below:
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Rape: A person (A) commits an offence of rape if: he intentionally penetrates the vagina,
anus, or mouth of another person (B) with his penis, B does not consent to the penetration
and A does not reasonably believe that B consents.

Assault by Penetration: A person (A) commits an offenceif: s/heintentionally penetrates the
vagina or anus of another person (B) with a part of her/his body or anything else, the
penetration is sexual, B does not consent to the penetration and A does not reasonably
believe that B consents.

Sexual Assault: A person (A) commits an offence of sexual assault if: s/he intentionally
touches another person (B), the touching is sexual, B does not consent to the touching and A
does not reasonably believe that B consents. (Schools should be aware that sexual assault
covers a very wide range of behaviour so a single act of kissing someone without consent
or touching someone’s bottom/breasts/genitalia without consent, can still constitute sexual
assault.)

Causing someone to engage in sexual activity without consent: A person (A) commits an
offence if: s/he intentionally causes another person (B) to engage in an activity, the activity
is sexual, B does not consent to engaging in the activity, and A does not reasonably believe
that B consents. (This could include forcing someone to strip, touch themselves sexually, or
to engage in sexual activity with a third party.)

What is consent? Consent is about having the freedom and capacity to choose. Consent to
sexual activity may be given to one sort of sexual activity but not another, e.g.to vaginal but
not anal sex or penetration with conditions, such as wearing a condom. Consent can be
withdrawn at any time during sexual activity and each time activity occurs. Someone
consents to vaginal, anal, or oral penetration only if s/he agrees by choice to that
penetration and has the freedom and capacity to make that choice.

Further information about consent can be found here: https://rapecrisis.org.uk/get-

informed/about-sexual-violence/sexual-consent/.

e Achildunder the age of thirteen can never consent to any sexual activity.
e Theage of consentis sixteen.
e Sexualintercourse without consentis rape.

Sexual harassment

For the purpose of this advice, when referring to sexual harassment we mean ‘unwanted
conduct of a sexual nature’ that can occur online and offline. When we reference sexual
harassment, we do so in the context of child-on-child sexual harassment. Sexual
harassment is likely to: violate a child’s dignity, and/or make them feel intimidated,
degraded, or humiliated and/or create a hostile, offensive or sexualised environment.

81


https://rapecrisis.org.uk/get-informed/about-sexual-violence/sexual-consent/
https://rapecrisis.org.uk/get-informed/about-sexual-violence/sexual-consent/

Whilst not intended to be an exhaustive list, sexual harassment can include:

O O O O O

sexual comments, such as: telling sexual stories, making lewd comments, making
sexual remarks about clothes and appearance, and calling someone sexualised
names;

sexual “jokes” or taunting;

physical behaviour, such as: deliberately brushing against someone, interfering
with someone’s clothes (schools and colleges should be considering when any of
this crosses aline into sexual violence - it is important to talk to and consider the
experience of the victim) and displaying pictures, photographs, or drawings of a
sexual nature.

online sexual harassment. This may be standalone, or part of a wider pattern of
sexual harassment and/or sexual violence. It may include:

non-consensual sharing of sexual images and videos. (As set out in UKCIS Sharing
nudes and semi-nudes: advice for education settings working with children and
young people (which provides detailed advice for schools and colleges) taking and
sharing nude photographs of U18s is a criminal offence;

sharing of unwanted explicit content;

upskirting (is a criminal offence)

sexualised online bullying;

unwanted sexual comments and messages, including, on social media; and
sexual exploitation, coercion, and threats.

Itisimportant that schools and colleges consider sexual harassment in broad terms. Sexual

harassment (as set out above) creates an atmosphere that, if not challenged, can

normalise inappropriate behaviours and provide an environment that may lead to sexual

violence.

Upskirting

The Voyeurism (Offences) Act 2012, which is commonly known as the Upskirting Act, came

into force on 12 April 2019. ‘Upskirting’ is where someone takes a picture under a person's

clothing (not necessarily a skirt) without their permission and or knowledge, with the

intention of viewing their genitals or buttocks (with or without underwear) to obtain sexual

gratification, or cause the victim humiliation, distress, or alarm. It is a criminal offence.

Anyone of any sex, can be a victim.

Theresponse to areport of sexual violence or sexual harassment

Theresponse to areport of sexual violence or sexual harassment is incredibly important.

How the school or college responds to a report can encourage or undermine the

confidence of future victims of sexual violence and sexual harassment to report or come

forward. Schools and colleges not recognising, acknowledging, or understanding the

scale of harassment and abuse and/or downplaying of some behaviours can actually
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lead to a culture of unacceptable behaviour. It is essential that all victims are reassured
that they are being taken seriously and that they will be supported and kept safe. Abuse
that occurs online or outside of the School should not be downplayed and should be
treated equally seriously. A victim should never be given the impression that they are
creating a problem by reporting sexual violence or sexual harassment. Nor should a victim
ever be made to feel ashamed for making a report. It is important to explain that the law is
in place to protect children and young people rather than criminalise them, and this should
be explained in such a way that avoids alarming or distressing them (KCSIE, 2023).

If staff have a concern about a child or a child makes a report to them, they should follow
thereferral process as set out in this Policy. Asis always the case, if staff are in any doubt as
to what to do, they should speak to the Designated Safeguarding Lead (or DDSL).

Confidentiality

The victim may ask the school or college not to tell anyone about the sexual violence or
sexual harassment. There are no easy or definitive answers when a victim makes this
request. If the victim does not give consent to share information, staff may still lawfully share
it, if there is another legal basis under the UK GDPR that applies. For example, the public task
basis may apply, where the overall purpose is to perform a public interest task or exercise
official authority, and the task or authority has a clear basis in law. Advice should be sought

from the Designated Safeguarding Lead (or DDSL), who should consider the following:

e parents or carers should normally be informed (unless this would put the victim at
greater risk)

e thebasic safeguarding principleis: if a childis atrisk of harm, is inimmediate
danger, or has been harmed, a referral should be made to local authority children’s
social care, and

e rape, assault by penetration and sexual assaults are crimes. Where a report of
rape, assault by penetration or sexual assault is made, this should be referred to the
police. Whilst the age of criminal responsibility is ten, if the alleged perpetratoris
under ten, the starting principle of referring to the police remains. The police will

take a welfare, rather than a criminal justice approach, in these cases.

The DSL (or a DDSL) will have to balance the victim’s wishes against their duty to protect the
victim and other children. If the DSL (or a DDSL) decide to go ahead and make a referral to
local authority children’s social care and/or areport to the police against the victim’s wishes,
this should be handled extremely carefully, the reasons should be explained to the victim
and appropriate specialist support should be offered. The School should also understand
intra familial harms and any necessary support for siblings following incident (KCSIE, 2023).
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Anonymity

Where an allegation of sexual violence or sexual harassment is progressing through the
criminal justice system, schools should be aware of anonymity, witness support, and the
criminal process in general so they can offer support and act appropriately. As a matter of
effective safeguarding practice, schools and colleges should do all they reasonably can to
protect the anonymity of any children involved in any report of sexual violence or sexual
harassment. Amongst other things, this will mean carefully considering, based on the nature
of the report, which staff should know about the report and any support that will be putin
place for the children involved. Schools should also consider the potential impact of social

media in facilitating the spreading of rumours and exposing victims’ identities.

Risk Assessments

When there has been a report of sexual violence, the DSL or DDSL should make an
immediate risk and needs assessment; this should be considered on a case-by-case basis.

The risk and needs assessment for a report of sexual violence should consider:

e thevictim, especially their protection and support

e whetherthere may have been other victims

e thealleged perpetrator(s)

e allthe other children, (and, if appropriate, adult students and staff) at the school,
especially any actions that are appropriate to protect them from the alleged
perpetrator(s), or from future harm, and

e thetime andlocation of the incident, and any action required to make the location
safer.

Risk assessments should be recorded on MyConcern and should be kept under review. The
DSL or DDSL should ensure they are engaging with local authority children’s social care and
specialist services as required. Where there has been areport of sexual violence, it is likely
that professional risk assessments by social workers and or sexual violence specialists will
berequired. The Schoolrisk assessment is not intended to replace the detailed assessments
of expert professionals. Any such professional assessments should be used to inform the
School’s approach to supporting and protecting their pupils and students and updating
their own risk assessment.

(Taken from KCSIE, 2023).

Advice on behaviour in schools is clear that teachers can sanction pupils whose conduct
falls below the standard which could be reasonably expected of them. If the perpetrator(s)
is to be excluded the decision must be lawful, reasonable and fair. Advice can be found
from: Suspension and Permanent Exclusion from maintained schools, academies and pupil

referral units in England.
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Keeping Children Safe in Education Toolkits
Please follow this link to KCSIE and see the Toolkits information on pages 140-142.
Further advice on child protection is available from:

NSPCC: www.nspcc.org.uk

Childline: www.childline.org.uk

CEOPThinkuknow: www.thinkuknow.co.uk

Anti-Bullying Alliance: www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk

Extremism: The Department for Education has dedicated a telephone helpline (020 7340
7264) to enable Staff and governors to raise concerns relating to extremism directly.

Concerns can also be raised by email to counter.extremism@education.gsi.gov.uk.

TES: www.tes.co.uk

Harmful sexual behavior

Children’s sexual behaviour exists on a wide continuum, from normal and developmentally
expected, to inappropriate, problematic, abusive, and violent. Problematic, abusive, and
violent sexual behaviour is developmentally inappropriate and may cause developmental
damage. A useful umbrella term is “harmful sexual behaviour.” The term has been widely
adopted in child protection and is used in this advice. Harmful sexual behaviour can occur
online and/or offline and can also occur simultaneously between the two. Harmful sexual

behaviour should be considered in a child protection context.

When considering harmful sexual behaviour, ages, and the stages of development of the
children are critical factors to consider. Sexual behaviour between children can be
considered harmful if one of the children is much older, particularly if there is more than two
years difference or if one of the children is pre-pubescent and the other is not. However, a
younger child can abuse an older child, particularly if they have power over them, for
example, if the older child is disabled or smaller in stature. See NSPCC: Harmful sexual

behaviour for more information on what is harmful sexual behaviour.

Detailed advice on harmful sexual behaviour is available from the specialist sexual violence
sector: contact Rape Crisis or the Survivors Trust for details of the nearest centre. NICE
guidance for advice on, amongst other things: developing interventions; working with
families and carers; and multi-agency working. The University of Bedfordshire has
developed arange of resources to support schools and colleges to address harmful sexual
behaviour, see: HSB Resources. The Brook sexual behaviours traffic light tool can help when
considering harmful sexual behaviour.
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It is effective safeguarding practice for the DSL (and the DDSL) to have a good
understanding of harmful sexual behaviour. This could form part of their safeguarding
training. This will aid in planning preventative education, implementing preventative
measures, drafting, andimplementing an effective child protection policy andincorporating
the approach to sexual violence and sexual harassment into the whole school or college
approach to safeguarding.

Harmful sexual behaviour can, in some cases, progress on a continuum. Addressing
inappropriate behaviour can be an important intervention that helps prevent problematic,
abusive and/or violent behaviourin the future. Children displaying harmful sexual behaviour
have often experienced their own abuse and traumai. It is important that they are offered
appropriate support.

In the case of reported child on child sexual violence or sexual harassment the guidance in
KCSIE, 2023, Part 5 should be consulted and its guidance followed. The DSL will need to
undertake arisk and needs assessment considering the victim, the alleged perpetrator and
other children or Staff at the school and act accordingly.

Contextual Safeguarding

Safeguarding incidents and/or behaviours can be associated with factors outside the
school or college and/or can occur between children outside the school or college. All Staff,
but especially the DSL (or DDSL) should be considering the context within which such
incidents and/or behaviours occur. This is known as contextual safeguarding, which simply
means assessments of children should consider whether wider environmental factors are
presentin a child’s life that are a threat to their safety and/or welfare. Children’s social care
assessments should consider such factors, so it is important that schools and colleges
provide as much information as possible as part of the referral process. This will allow any
assessment to consider all the available evidence and the full context of any abuse.

Children with special educational needs and disabilities

Children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) are three times more likely
to be abused than their peers. Additional barriers can sometimes exist when recognising
abuse in SEND children. These can include:

e assumptions that indicators of possible abuse such as behaviour, mood and injury
relate to the child’s disability without further exploration;

e the potential for children with SEND being disproportionately impacted by
behaviours such as bullying and harassment, without outwardly showing any signs;

e communication barriers and difficulties overcoming these barriers.
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Further information can be found in:

- SEND Code of Practice O to 25 years, and
- Supporting Pupils at School with Medical Conditions.

And from specialist organisations such as:

- The Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Information and Support Services
(SENDIASS).

-Mencap - Represents people with learning disabilities, with specific advice and
information for people who work with children and young people.
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Appendix D: Advice to Staff on Radicalisation
Based on advice from Wandsworth Family Information Service.

Here, you can find information about how to spot the signs of somebody being radicalised
or being atrisk of radicalisation and what to do if you suspect that somebody is being or has
been radicalised.

Radicalisation - definition

Radicalisation is a process where a person begins to adopt extreme political, religious, or
social view(s) and through these, engage in extremist activity leading to criminal acts or acts
of terrorism. Their views will often be formed through misguidance, misunderstanding,

jealousy, anger, a ‘sense of injustice,’ resentment or fear.

Common threats
Islamist extremism

Groups like Al-Qaeda, Al-Shabaab and Islamic State (ISIS/ISIL) spread messages of hate
towards the West and attempt to recruit young people worldwide to join their cause.

They use propaganda and misguided religious scripts to justify what they do. However,
these groups are not representative of the Muslim population and do not follow the true

teachings of Islam.
Methods of recruitment:

These groups will often use the internet as a tool to spread propaganda through literature,
image, and video. They cite ‘Islamic values’ as a reason to reject Western society and will
often use photographs of dead or injured children and blame Western governments to gain
sympathy.

These groups are known to target and groom young people throughout Europe using social
networks like Twitter or instant messaging services like Snapchat and WhatsApp. ISIS has
been knownto encourage young womeninLondonto travel to Syria and marry male Islamic

state fighters with a promise of living in a society with ‘religious values’ at the heart of it.

Young people are brainwashed to believe that they can be part of a worldwide Islamic
movement — a caliphate and that a place in paradise is guaranteed for them, as ‘soldiers of

areligious war’

Far-right extremism:

Groups like the English Defence League (EDL), Britain First and Combat 18 spread messages
of hate and encourage violence against groups of people such as migrant or religious

communities.
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These groups use false or manipulated statistics and propaganda to justify their beliefs and
actions.

Methods of recruitment:

These groups target young people who come from an economically and socially deprived
background. Like Islamist extremist groups, they also use social networks to spread
propaganda and hate. Commonly these groups hold meetings amongst their members and
encourage further recruits to join them. Football hooliganism is closely linked to far-right

extremism.
The process of radicalisation
People can be radicalised by:

e Engaging with propaganda material on certain websites, forums, blogs, and
content that they find on or offline which spreads messages of hate or discourages
peace

¢ Misunderstanding or holding a misguided view on other people and communities,
religious scriptures and texts or political manifestos and policies

e Feeling resentment, jealousy, anger, or a sense of injustice towards another
individual, a group of people, or against a political or religious groups.

Radicalisation through grooming, and who is most likely to be radicalised:

Very commonly with young people who are radicalised, they come across extreme
individuals who groom them into adopting radical views. These people manipulate the
young person by using emotional triggers to engage with them, often during a time of

hardship for that person; targeting somebody who for example:

e isgrievingtheloss of alovedone;

e has failed school, college, or university;

e suffers from emotional difficulties or other mental health issues;
e struggles to make ends meet, financially;

e feelsthatthey have no prospects or purpose in life;

e isneglected, disowned, or feels unloved by their family;

e struggles to make friends or fit in with the community;

e hastried andis failing to find ajob;

e hasbeeninvolvedin some kind of criminal behaviour;

e hasservedorisservingtimein prison.

People who belong to any of the above categories are at a higher risk of radicalisation, but
this does not mean that what seems to be a perfectly sane person who is doing well in their
career and is loved by their family can’t be radicalised or begin to hold extreme views.

Anybody, from any background could become radicalised.
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Once radicalised, the person could:

e encourage or take part in rioting or other public order offences such as football
hooliganism and violence;

e engage in criminal activity - either individually orin a group/gang ;

e take partinor abet hate crime - targeting somebody or a group of people because
they are ‘different’;

e spread messages of hate and radicalise or attempt to radicalise others ;

e create fear amongst communities and discourage peace and harmony;

e plan, aid or abet a terrorist attack - either nationally or internationally.

How to spot the signs of somebody being radicalised

Different people display various signs of radicalisation. Some people can hide it so well that
they are indistinguishable from anybody else, making it hard to identify them as radicalised

and understand what their intentions are or could be.

The following are some signs that could mean somebody could be at risk of radicalisation

or is going through a radicalisation process:
Physical changes:

e Sudden or gradual change in physical appearance;

e Sudden orunexpectedly wearing religious attire;

e Getting tattoos displaying various messages;

e Unexpectedly growing a beard;

o Unexpectedly shaving their head (skinhead);

o Possesses unexplained gifts and clothing (groomers will sometimes use gifts
such as mobile phones and clothing to bribe a young person).

Social changes:

e Cutsties with friends, family, or community;

e Startsto become socially withdrawn;

e Becomes dependent on social media and the internet;

e Beginsto associate with others who hold radical views;

e Bullies or demonises other people freely;

e Beginsto attendrallies and demonstrations for extremist causes;
e Associates with known radicals;

e Visits extremist websites, networks, and blogs.

Emotional and verbal changes:
e Begins to complain, often with anger, about governmental policies, especially
foreign policy;
e Advocates violence or criminal behaviour;

e Beginsto believein government conspiracies;
e Exhibits erratic behaviour such as paranoia and delusion;
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e Speaks about seekingrevenge;

e Starts to exhibit extreme religious intolerance;

e Demonstrates sympathy to radical groups;

e Displays hatred or intolerance of other people or communities because they are
different.

Things to consider before assuming that somebody has been radicalised:

Not everybody will share the same view or opinion. Holding a different view — religious,
social, or political, does not mean that somebody is radical. The concernis when somebody,
with an extreme view, acts, or intends to act, upon their view(s) in a way that is harmful to
themselves or others. Even if they do not intend to act upon their view, extreme views that
are based on lies and misguidance can be extremely damaging to somebody’s mental
health.

You should always use your professional judgment about somebody and if in any doubt
seek advice.

What to do if you suspect that a pupil at Ibstock Place School is being or has been

radicalised?

Radicalisation is a safeguarding matter. Follow the safeguarding procedures set out in the

Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy and report your concern to the DSL.

If necessary, you can call the relevant Children’s Services direct (for example, if neither the
DSL or DDSL are in School, and the concern cannot wait until the next day). You have the
contact numbers on your Key Information Cards, on the Key Information Posters and in the

Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy.
Why it is important to seek help at an early stage:

If somebody is going through a radicalisation process, they are most likely victim to a form
of grooming. They are extremely vulnerable to being encouraged or forced to do something
that they would not otherwise do, often some form of criminal activity, by those who are

influencing them.

Those that have been radicalised pose arisk to both themselves and to society. In extreme
cases they are a national and international security threat with the potential to cause

serious damage and harm.

Radicalisation is fueled by misguidance, misunderstanding and hate. It is extremely
important that anybody who'is at risk of radicalisation or is beginning to become radicalised
is offered help before they commit a crime.
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Reluctance to report a young person:

Sometimes it can be hard to decide about whether to report a young person who you
suspect may be at risk of radicalisation as there is a worry that the person will be

criminalised. But, unless a crime has been committed, there willbe no arrest and prosecution.

While the possibility of arrest and prosecution if a crime is committed cannot be ruled out,
the purpose of referring a young person to the Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) is so
that a safeguarding plan can be tailored around the individual about whom you are
concerned.

These plans can help to identify safeguarding issues like mental health problems or trouble
athome, which canbe thereasonbehind that person’s vulnerability to radicalisation. Where
issues areidentified, the correct help can be found for them — before they put themselves or

somebody else in danger.

Is somebody at immediate risk of harm? Call: 999
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35.Appendix E: Flowchart of actions where there are concerns about a

child

Actions where there are concerns about a child

speak to designated safeguarding lead’ | Other agency action
=
Referral not required, Referral®
school/college takes made if safeguarding lead or
relevant action, concerns staff make referral®
possibly including escalate *| to children’s social
pastoral support care (and call police
and/or early help? and if appropriate)
monitors locally
......................... PP

Staff have concerns about child and take immediate
action. Staff follow their child protection policy and

i et i s i R e = o _an. o onvan. oo
:—wmm: | Sectiond7¢ | | Sectioni7t |
| of immediate | enquides | onquires

protection: | | appropriate: | appropriate: l
I referrer | referrer 'y referrer
| Informed | i informed | " informed |
| S W oenaes us b a> e | ........‘-.....l
ehihani noskens Bnakans
| Appropriate | Identify child | | Identify child

emergency L atrisk of | inneed‘and
| actiontaken | | gignificamt ' identify
| bysoclal | harm¢: I | appropriate '
| worker, police | | possiblechid | | support !
| ©orNSPCC* | . protection | | !
| | plan ;! !

B |

Staff should do everything they can to support social workers.

At all stages, staff should keep the child's circumstances under review (involving the designated
safeguarding lead (or deputies) as required), and re-refer If appropriate, to ensure the child's

circumstances improve - the child's best interests must always come first

"In cases which also involve a concern or an allegation of abuse against a staff member. see Part Four of this
guidance.
? Early help means providing support as soon as a problem emerges at any point in a chikf's Iife. Where a child would
benefit from co-ordinated early help, an early help inter-agency assessment should be arranged. Chapter one of
Working Together to Saleguard Children provides detalled guidance on the early help process.

? Referrals should follow the process set out in the local threshold document and local protocol for assessment.
Chapter one of Working Together to Safeguard Children

4 Under the Children Act 1989, local authorities are required 1o provide services for children in need for the purposes of

safeguarding and promoting their welfare. Children in need may be assessed under section 17 of the Children Act
1889. Under section 47 of the Children Act 1989, where a local authority has reasonable cause to suspect that a child
is suffering or likely to suffer significant harm. it has a duty to make enquiries to decide whether to take action to

safeguard or promote the child's welfare. Full details are in Chapter one of Working Together to Safequard Children.

® This could include applying for an Emergency Protection Order (EPO).
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36. Appendix F: Safeguarding children from serious youth violence and
knife crime

One of the key issues causing a high level of concern nationally (and particularly in London)

is the increase in knife crime and other forms of serious youth violence.

Thereis growing evidence of the strong links between children going missing, serious youth
violence, gang affiliation, criminal and sexual exploitation which highlights the importance
of safeguarding and targeted intervention with these groups of young people.

ltisimportant to remember that knife crime does not exist in a vacuum and children who are

victims or perpetrators may also be experiencing multiple vulnerabilities.

As a school we will ensure that Staff members are provided with training in these issues so
that they have the knowledge and skills to recognise signs that a pupil may be vulnerable

to, or potentially becominginvolved in, violent behaviour or knife crime.

We will ensure that all Staff are aware of the processes to be followed in the event of a

serious incident involving a pupil or pupils of this school.

We will ensure that our DSL and other key Staff have received an appropriately enhanced
level of training to respond effectively, take the appropriate actions and are able to support

other Staff members in following the expected processes.

We will ensure that systems are in place to provide effective support to any pupils (or family
members of a young person e.g., siblings) who have been victims of a serious incident or

involved in a serious incident (as a witness or participant).

We will provide support to any Staff members who have been affected by a serious
incident.

We will review our curriculum regularly and ensure that our pupils are provided with robust
input in relation to the risks of becoming involved in gangs, carrying weapons, and getting
involved in criminal activities. We will ensure this curriculum input is in line with national and
local guidance, is age and level-of- understanding appropriate for our pupil cohort and will

engage external contributors to provide this input where that is relevant or appropriate.

Pupils will be made aware of the dangers of grooming and criminal exploitation and how to
safeguard themselves.

When concerns are emerging about any pupil or group of pupils, we will make referrals to
relevant and appropriate Early Help / Intervention Services.

If serious incidents or concerns arise, referrals willmade as appropriate to specialist services
(e.g., Social Care, Police and Health, including CAMHS).
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The School will raise awareness with parents / carers about the dangers of grooming and
criminal exploitation and parents / carers will be given advice and strategies to support
them in keeping their children safeguarded.

Where there are concerns about a child or young person, their parents will be signposted
to appropriate services who can work with their family to provide support and reduce risk.

We understand the need for robust multi-agency working when these instances occur and
will fully engage as a school with other agencies in the Local Safeguarding Children
Partnership and contribute to effective information sharing processes.

Information will be routinely and mutually shared between the School and other
safeguarding partners, including the Metropolitan Police for the purpose of safeguarding

children and young people.

We recognise the complexity of the backgrounds and circumstances for some young
people and that exclusion from school/education is a key factor in increasing the

vulnerability of young people to possible exploitation or risk.

We will therefore ensure that any decisions about exclusion or managed move should
balance the needs of the individual child or young person, and the safeguarding of other
pupils / Staffin school, as well as the safety of any other individual pupil who may have been

harmed or placed at risk by the behaviour of another.

The Behaviour Management Policy of the School reflects the practice set out in the DfE

statutory guidance and the LA strategic response to permanent exclusions.

The following flow charts explain the processes for schools in relation to various aspects of
serious youth violence and knife crime:
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Official

Flow Chart A — pupil has a weapon or is believed to have a weapon

Is there imminent risk of harm ie danger
to life; use, or imminent threat of use, of
violence; serious injury to another person;

¥

Police, or school with
support of police, secure
item

serious damage to property?

Police investigation begins

Goto Fl hart B
- 0 Flow cha

NO

Secure the weapon or
potential weapon ifitis
present in school *

If weapon found pupil will be
arrested and police investigation
begins

¥

Alert school police liaison
officer — if not available
call 101

“a v r

School / police officer obtain statements -
regarding the incident, in line with guidance

:

Make referral to IPOC / MASH

Infarm parents / carers

Consider any safeguarding measures needed
in school and put in place

Consider any sanctions required
Consider if any other referrals are required

Seek advice if needed re actions to be taken

|

+
Attend any multi-agency meetings required
as appropriate

*Flease note: if a weapon is being secured it is important that it is not directly touched if possible.
Palice can supply a kit box with weapons tubes, gloves etc. Locatiens may also need to be searched
in case a weapen has been secreted or ditched. Any pupil suspected of having a weapon should be
closely monitored until search can take place.
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Official

Flows Chart B - actions police will take once informed of a school related weapon incident

Police confirm whether item is
deemed as a weapon and
therefore unlawful

YES

¥

Full background and
intelligence checks on child
by police and school

v

Incident fully investigated by Police

- [ There is no criminal intent I\

Safer Schools Officer (550) and
school without formally
interviewing pupil to establish
whether there has been criminal
intent

Insufficient evidence

L
There is criminal intent

¥

550 makes decision to arrest or invite
to police station for interview.

Arrest will OMLY be considered if this |
the best way to manage risk around the
pupil or others

¥

Pupil interviewed at police station
under caution in presence of parent
guardian or other appropriate adult

¥
Sufficient evidence

¥
Case disposal in line with ACPO Youth
Offender Case Disposal gravity matrix
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item

Police investigate pupil’s
intention and possession of

Background checks carried out

& | Situation fully investigated to
ensure pupil has no underlying
e issues
'_.. \
Underlying Underlying
issues issues not
identified identified
h i ¥
S50 and f or School
school refer for considers
intervention and proporticnate
manage any risk. sanction to deal
with the
School consider incident.
proportionate
sanction to deal No statutory
with the incident. police
involvement




Flows Chart D — a pupil (or young person with close ties to a pupil) at the school is victim of serious

violence / knife crime

YES —_———

¥

Inform SLT and any key staff

Consider whether other staff
should be informed and how

Consider what information {if
any) should be provided to
other pupils and how this will
be done

In the event of media interest

seek support from press office

Y

Did the victim survive the assault?

Ascertain known facts

Seek advice and ask for critical
incident support if needed

Put critical incident response
in place

Speak to family or families
concerned and take account
of their wishes in respect of
what information is shared

Complete risk assessments

Attend multi-agency strategy
meeting

| NO

¥

Inform 5LT and any key staff

Plan how other staff will be
informed

Consider how pupils will be
informed

In the event of media interest
seek support from press office

y

Review vulnerable pupils in school who may need

support

Review close friendship groups

Make appropriate referrals for support for pupil
concerned, siblings or close friends, other pupils

involved in incident etc

support

Review vulnerable pupils in school who may need

Review close friendship groups

Make appropriate referrals for support for siblings
or close friends of pupil who has died, and any
other pupils invelved in incident

If information comes to light that
pupils at the school witnessed the
incident or have relevant
information to police investigation,
ensure this is shared with police.

Contact these pupils” parents /
Carers
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Appendix G: Table of substantive changes from September 2023

DfE change
Keeping children safe in education 2023
(publishing.service.gov.uk)

Can be found in policy:

Updated link to Behaviour in schools’
guidance.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicat

ions/behaviour-in-schools--2

Added page 25 and Appendix A contacts

Paragraph 14 New text added to raise
awareness of the existing expectation for
relevant staff to understand filtering and
monitoring

Added to page 10- DSL responsibilities
Added to page 12- Role of gov. body
Added page 15-Roles and Responsibilities
of staff

Added page 39 and 40-Information and
Comm. Tech.

(other mentions throughout).

Changes from Part 2

Para 103 Added reference to filtering and
monitoring.

Added to page 10-DSL responsibilities.

Paragraph 124 New text added to make
clear staff training should include
understanding roles and responsibilities in
relation to filtering and monitoring

Added to page 12- Role of gov. body.
Added page 15-Roles and Responsibilities
of staff.

Paragraph 138 Reference to child
protection policies and appropriate
filtering and monitoring on school devices
and school networks

Added information and ‘standards’ pages 39
and 40-Information and Comm. Tech.

Paragraph 142 Added new section
referencing the new published filtering
and monitoring standards. The standards
are to support schools meet their duty to
have appropriate/effective filtering and
monitoring systems in place, this is not a
new burden.

Added pages 39-40--Information and
Comm. Tech.

Paragraph 144 Reference to cyber security
standards

Added page 40- Information and Comm.
Tech.

Paragraphs 167 Updated to reference
Keeping children safe in out-of-school
settings

Added page 37- Health and Safety and
educational visits.
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1161273/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2023_-_statutory_guidance_for_schools_and_colleges.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1161273/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2023_-_statutory_guidance_for_schools_and_colleges.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/behaviour-in-schools--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/behaviour-in-schools--2

Paragraph 175 Clarification provided on
the difference between children missing
education and children absent from
education

Added words on Page 14,15

Page 58 updated title and definitions in
Child Missing or Absent from Education

Paragraph 202 Additional signpost to
specialist organisations for children with
special educational needs and
disabilities.

Added page 72. SEND.

Part Three - Safer Recruitment

Footnote 221 Clarification that it is good
practice for schools to inform shortlisted
candidates that online searches will be
carried out

New paragraph about retaining DBS’ if
necessary and storing personal
information

Page 33- Safer Recruitment

Page 31- Safer Recruitment

Paragraph 276-277 Paragraph re-ordered
to flow better.

Page 32- Safer Recruitment. Minor changes.

Part four Allegations/concerns

New heading and paragraph
Organisations or individuals using school
premises

No change necessary

Part Five - Child-on-child sexual violence

and sexual harassment

Throughout the guidance Revised to
reflect wording in behaviour guidance.

Links updated. Example on page 47.

Annex A

Safeguarding information for school and
college staff. Revised to reflect changesin
Part one

Minor edits throughout

Annex B Further information Children
absent from education

Revised to reflect the difference between
children absent from education and
children missing education.

Page 15- Responsibilities and duties of staff
Page 18-Chilren Missing Education and
Children Absent from Education

Forced Marriage Reflects change in law
from February 2023

Page 48 and page 64

Child Exploitation New reference to multi-
agency practice principle

Added Appendix B
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Other notable changes within Prep policy:

Reference to following policy deleted. Government have withdrawn: School attendance:
Departmental advice for maintained schools, academies and independent schools and
local authorities (2022) https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-attendance

All reference to Keeping Children Safe in Education has been updated to 2023 with
hyperlink.

Alllinks have been shortened to KCSIE, 2023.

Updates to some links and agencies in Appendix B.

Updates to names and contact details within school and external agencies.
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o

Department
for Education

Keeping children
safe In education
2023

Statutory guidance for schools and colleges
Part one: Information for all school and
college staff

The 2022 version of the guidance is currently
In force. The 2023 version will come into
force on 1 September 2023.
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Summary

Keepingchildrensafe in educationis statutory guidancethat schools and collegesin
Englandmust have regard to when carrying out theirdutiesto safeguard and promote
the welfare of children.

Itis essential thateverybodyworking in a school or collegeunderstandstheir
safeguardingresponsibilities.Governingbodiesand proprietorsshould ensure thatthose
staff who work directlywith childrenread at least Part one of the guidance.

Governingbodiesand proprietors, working with theirseniorleadershipteamsand
especiallytheirdesignatedsafeguardinglead,should ensure thatthose staff who do not
work directlywith childrenread eitherPart one or AnnexA (a condensedversion of Part
one)ofthe fullversion of the document.Thisis entirelya matterfor the school or college
andwillbe based on theirassessment of which guidancewillbe most effectivefor their
staff to safeguard and promotethe welfare of children.

Thefullversion of KCSIE can be foundhere: Keepingchildrensafe in education-
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

About this guidance

We use the terms “must” and “should’ throughoutthe guidance We use the term
“‘must’ whenthe person in questionis legallyrequiredto do somethingand “should’
when the adviceset out shouldbe followedunlessthere is goodreason notto.
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Part one: Safeguarding information for all staff

What school and college staff should know and do

A child centredand coordinated approachto safeguarding

1. Schoolsand collegesandtheirstaff are an importantpart of the wider
safeguardingsystem for children.Thissystem is describedin the statutory guidance
Working Togetherto SafequardChildren

2. Safeguardin@nd promotingthe welfare of childrenis ev eryone’sresponsibility.
Everyonewho comesintocontactwith childrenand theirfamilieshas a role to play.In
orderto fulfilthisresponsibilityeffectively all practitionersshould make sure their
approachis childcentred. Thismeansthatthey should consider, at alltimes whatisin
the bestinterests of the child.

3. No singlepractitionercan have a full pictureof a child’sneedsand circumstances.
If childrenandfamiliesare to receivetherighthelpat therighttime,ev eryonewho
comesintocontactwiththemhasa role to playinidentifyingconcerns, sharing
informationand taking promptaction.

4. Safeguardin@nd promotingthe welfare of childrenis definedfor the purposes of
thisguidanceas:

e protectingchildrenfrom maltreatment
e preventingtheimpairmenbf children’smentaland physicalhealthor development

e ensuringthatchildrengrow up in circumstancesconsistent with the provisionof
safe and effectivecare, and

o takingactionto enableallchildrento havethe best outcomes.

5. Childrenincludeseveryoneunderthe ageof 18.

The role of school and college staff

6. Schooland collegestaff are particularlyimportant,as theyare ina positionto
identifyconcernsearly, providehelpfor children,promotechildren’swelfare and prevent
concernsfrom escalating.

7. All staff haveresponsibilityto providea safe environmentin which childrencan
leamn.
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8. All staff should be preparedto identifychildrenwho may benefitfrom earlyhelp.
Early helpmeansprovidingsupport as soon as a problememergesat anypointina
child’slife,from the foundationyears throughto the teenageyears.

9. Any staff memberwho hasany concemnsabouta child’swelfare shouldfollow
the processes set outin paragraphs51-67. Staff should expectto support social workers
and otheragenciesfollowingany referral.

10. Everyschool andcollegeshouldhave a designatedsafeguardingleadwho will
providesupport to staff to carry outtheirsafeguardingdutiesand who willliaiseclosely
with otherservices such as localauthoritychildren’ssocial care.

11. Thedesignatedsafeguardinglead(and any deputies)are most likelyto havea
completesafeguardingpictureand be the most appropriateperson to advise on the
response to safeguardingconcermns.

12. TheTeachers Standards2012state thatteachers(whichincludesheadteachers)
should safeguard children’swellbeingand maintainpublictrust in the teachingprofession
as part of theirprofessional duties?

What school and college staff need to know

13. All staff shouldbe aware of systems withintheirschool or collegewhich support
safeguarding,andthese shouldbe explainedto them as part of staff induction This
shouldincludethe:

e childprotectionpolicy(which shouldamongstotherthingsalso includethe policy
andproceduresto dealwith childon-childabuse)

e behavioupolicy(which shouldincludemeasuresto preventbullyingjncluding
cyberbullyingprejudicebased and discriminatorybullyingj

o staff behavioumolicy(sometimescalleda code of conduct)shouldamongstother
things,includelowlevelconcerns, allegationsgainststaff and whistleblowing

o safeguardingesponse to childrenwho go missing from educationand

1 Detailed information on early help can be found in Chapter 1 of Working Together to Safequard Children.
2The Teachers' Standards apply to: trainees working towards QTS; all teachers completing their statutory
induction period (newly qualified teachers [NQTs]); and teachers in maintained schools, including
maintained special schools, who are subject to the Education (School Teachers’ Appraisal) (England)
Regulations 2012.

3 All schools are required to have a behaviour policy (full details are here). If a college or chooses to have a
behaviour policy it should be provided to staff as described above.

5
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¢ roleofthe designatedsafeguardinglead(includingthe identityof the designated
safeguardingleadand any deputies).

Copiesof policiesand a copy of Part one (or AnnexA, if appropriate Jof thisdocument
should be providedto all staff atinduction.

14. All staff shouldreceiveappropriatesafeguardingand childprotectiontraining
(includingonlinesafety which,amongstotherthings,includesan understandingof the
expectations,applicableolesandresponsibilitiesn relationto filteringand monitoring at
induction Thetrainingshouldbe regularlyupdated.In addition all staff shouldreceive
safeguardingand childprotection(includingonlinesafety) updates(for example via
email e-bulletinsand staff meetings),as required,and at least annuallyto continueto
providethem with relevantskills and knowledgeto safeguard childreneffectively.

15.  All staff shouldbe aware of theirlocalearly helpprocess and understandtheirrole
init.

16. All staff shouldbe aware of the process for makingreferralsto localauthority
children’ssocial care and for statutory assessments4 underthe ChildrenAct 1989,
especiallysection 17 (childrenin need)and section47 (a childsuffering,or likelyto
suffer, significantharm)that mayfollowa referral, alongwith the role they mightbe
expectedto playinsuch assessments.

17.  All staff shouldknow whatto doif a childtellsthemtheyare beingabused,
exploited pr neglected.Staff should know how to managethe requirementto maintainan
appropriatelevelof confidentialityThismeansonlyinvolvingthose who needto be
involved,such as the designatedsafeguardinglead(or a deputy)andlocalauthority
children’ssocial care. Staff should neverpromise a childthatthey willnottellanyone
abouta report of any form of abuse, as thismayultimatelynotbe in the best interests of
the child.

18. All staff shouldbe ableto reassure victimsthatthey are beingtaken seriously and
thattheywillbe supported and kept safe. A victimshould neverbe giventhe impression
thatthey are creatinga problemby reportingany form of abuse and/orneglect.Nor
should a victimeverbe madeto feelashamedfor makinga report.

19. All staff shouldbe aware thatchildrenmaynotfeelready or know howto tell
someonethattheyare beingabused, exploitedor neglected,and/ortheymay not
recognise theirexperiencesas harmful.For example,childrenmayfeelembarrassed,
humiliatedor are beingthreatened.Thiscouldbe dueto theirvulnerabilitydisability
and/orsexual orientationor languagebarriers. Thisshould not preventstaff from having

4 Detailed information on statutory assessments can be found in Chapter 1 of Working Together to

Safeguard Children
6
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a professional curiosityand speaking to the designatedsafeguardinglead (DSL) ifthey
have concernsabouta child.ltisalso importantthat staff determinehow best to build
trusted relationshipswith childrenand youngpeoplewhich facilitatecommunication.

What school and college staff should look out for

Early help

20.

Any childmay benefitfrom earlyhelp,butall school and collegestaff shouldbe

particularlyalertto the potentialneedfor eary helpfor a childwho:

is disabledor has certainhealthconditionsand has specificadditionaheeds

has specialeducationaheeds(whetheror nottheyhave a statutory Education,
Healthand Care Plan)

hasa mentalhealthneed
isayoungcarer

is showing signs of beingdrawn in to antisocial or criminalbehaviour,including
ganginvolvementand associationwith organisedcrime groupsor countylines

is frequentlymissing/goesmissing from care or from home
is atrisk of modernslavery, trafficking,sexual or criminalexploitation
is atrisk of beingradicalisedor exploited

hasa familymemberin prison, or is affectedby parentaloffending

isina familycircumstance presentingchallengesfor the child,such as drug and
alcoholmisuse, adultmentalhealthissues and domesticabuse

is misusingalcoholand otherdrugs themselves
hasreturnedhometo theirfamilyfrom care

isat risk of ‘honour:based abuse such as FemaleGenitalMutilatioror Forced
Marriage

is a privatelyfostered child,or

is persistentlyabsent from educationjincludingpersistent absencesfor part of the
school day.

Abuse and neglect

21.

All staff shouldbe aware of indicatorsof abuse and neglect(see below),

understandingthatchildrencan be atrisk of harminsideand outside of the
school/collegejnsideand outsideof homeand online.Exercisingprofessional curiosity
and knowingwhatto lookforis vitalfor the earlyidentificatiorof abuse and neglectso

7
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that staff are ableto identifycases of childrenwho maybe inneedof helpor protection

22. All school and collegestaff should be aware thatabuse, neglectand safeguarding
issues are rarely standaloneeventsand cannotbe covered by one definitionor one label
alone In most cases, multiplessues willoverlapwith one another

23. All staff, butespeciallythe designatedsafeguardinglead (and deputies)should
considerwhetherchildrenare atrisk of abuse or exploitatiorin situationsoutside their
families.Extra-familiaharmstake a variety of differentforms and childrencan be
vulnerableto multipleharmsincludingbut notlimitedto) sexual abuse (including
harassment and exploitation)domesticabuse intheirown intimaterelationships
(teenagerelationshipabuse), criminalexploitationserious youthviolence countylines,
andradicalisation.

24. All staff shouldbe aware thattechnologyis a significantcomponentin many
safeguardingandwellbeingssues. Childrenare atrisk of abuse and otherrisks onlineas
wellas face to face. In manycases abuse and otherrisks willtake placeconcurrently
both onlineand offline.Childrencan also abuse otherchildrenonline thiscan take the
form of abusive,harassing, and misogynistic/misandrismessages, the non-consensual
sharing ofindecenimages,especiallyaroundchat groups, and the sharing of abusive
imagesand pornographyto those who do notwant to receive such content.

25. Inallcases,if staff are unsure, they should alwaysspeakto the designated
safeguardinglead or a deputy.

Indicators of abuse and neglect

26. Abuse: aformof maltreatmenbfa child.Somebodymayabuse or neglecta child
by inflictingharm or by failingto act to preventharm. Harm canincludeilltreatmentthat
is not physical as wellas the impactof witnessingilltreatmentof others. Thiscan be
particularlyrelevant,for example,inrelationto the impacton childrenof allforms of
domesticabuse. Childrenmaybe abusedina familyorinaninstitutionabr community
setting by those known to them or, more rarely, by others. Abuse can take placewholly
online ,ortechnologymay be used to facilitateofflineabuse. Childrenmay be abused by
an adultor adultsor by anotherchildor children.

27. Physicalabuse:a form of abuse whichmayinvolvehitting,shaking, throwing,
poisoning,burningor scalding,drowning,suffocatingor otherwise causing physicalharm
to a child.Physicalharm may also be caused when a parentor carer fabricatesthe
symptoms of, or deliberatelyinduces,illnessin a child.

28. Emotionalabuse:the persistent emotionaimaltreatmenbf a childsuch as to
cause severe and adverse effectson the child’semotionaldevelopmentlt mayinvolve
conveyingto a childthattheyare worthless or unloved,inadequate pr valuedonly
insofaras they meetthe needsof anotherperson. It mayincludenotgivingthe child
opportunitiego express theirviews, deliberatelysilencingthemor ‘making fun’ of what

8
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they say or howthey communicatelt mayfeatureage or developmentallynappropriate
expectationsbeingimposedon children.These may includeinteractionsthatare beyond
a child’sdevelopmentatapabilityas well as overprotectionand limitatiorof exploration
andleamingor preventingthe childfrom participatingn normalsocial interaction It may
involveseeingor hearingthe illtreatmentof another.lt mayinvolveserious bullying
(includingcyberbullying)causingchildrenfrequentlyto feel fightenedorindanger,or
the exploitatioror corruptionof children.Somelevelof emotionalabuse is involvedin all
types of maltreatmenbf a child,althoughit mayoccuralone.

29. Sexualabuse:involvesforcingorenticinga childor youngperson to take partin
sexual activities,not necessarily involvingviolence whetheror not the childis aware of
whatis happeningTheactivitiesmayinvolvephysical contact,includingassault by
penetration(for examplerape or oral sex) or non-penetrativeacts such as masturbation,
kissing, rubbing,and touchingoutside of clothing.Theymay also includenon-contact
activities,such as involvingchildreninlookingat, or in the productionof, sexual images,
watchingsexual activities,encouragingchildrento behavein sexuallyinappropriate
ways, or groominga childin preparationfor abuse. Sexualabuse can take placeonline,
andtechnologycan be used to facilitateofflineabuse. Sexualabuse is notsolely
perpetratedby adultmales. Women can also commitacts of sexual abuse, as can other
children.Thesexual abuse of childrenby otherchildrenis a specificsafeguardingissue
in educationand all staff shouldbe aware of itand of theirschool or college’spolicyand
proceduresfordealingwith it.

30. Neglectthe persistent failureto meeta child’sbasic physicaland/or
psychologicalneeds, likelyto resultin the seriousimpairmenbf the child’shealthor
developmentNeglectmayoccurduringpregnancy,forexample,as a result of maternal
substance abuse. Once a childisbom, neglectmayinvolvea parentor carer failingto:
provideadequatefood, clothingand shelter (includingexclusionfrom homeor
abandonment)protecta childfrom physicaland emotionaharm or danger;ensure
adequatesupervision (includingthe use of inadequatecare-givers); or ensure access to
appropriatemedicalcare or treatment.lt may also includeneglectof, or
unresponsivenessto, a child’sbasic emotionalneeds.

Safeguardingissues

31. All staff shouldhave an awareness of safeguardingissues thatcan put childrenat
risk of harm. Behaviourslinkedto issues such as drug taking and/oralcoholmisuse,
deliberatelymissing education seriousviolence(includinghatlinkedto countylines),
radicalisatiorand consensualand non-consensual sharing of nudeand semi-nude
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imagesand/or video$ can be signs that childrenare at risk. Below are some
safeguardingissues all staff should be aware of. Additional information on these
safeguardingissuesand information on other safeguardingissuesis includedin
the annex.

Child-on-child abuse

32. All staff should be aware thatchildrencan abuse otherchildren(oftenreferred to
as childon-childabuse), andthatit canhappenbothinsideand outside of school or
collegeandonline All staff shouldbe clearas to the school's or college’spolicyand
procedureswith regard to childon-childabuse and the importantrole they haveto playin
preventingitandrespondingwhere they believea childmaybe at risk from it.

33. All staff shouldunderstandthatevenifthere are no reportsin theirschoolsor
collegesitdoesnotmeanitis nothappeningjtmaybe the case thatitisjust notbeing
reported.As such itis importantif staff have any concermnsregardingchildon-childabuse
they shouldspeakto theirdesignatedsafeguardinglead(or a deputy).

34. ltisessentialthatall staff understandthe importanceof challengingnappropriate
behavioursbetweenchildren,manyof which are listedbelow,thatare abusiveinnature.
Downplayingcertainbehaviours,for exampledismissing sexual harassment as “just
banter”,‘just havinga laugh”,“part of growingup” or “boys beingboys” can leadto a
cultureof unacceptablebehavioursan unsafe environmenffor childrenandin worst case
scenarios a culturethat normalisesabuse leadingto childrenacceptingitas normaland
notcomingforward to reportit.

35. Childon-childabuse is most likelyto include, butnaynotbe limitedto:
¢ bullyingiincludingcyberbullying prejudicebased and discriminatorybullying)

e abuseinintimatepersonalrelationshipsbetweenchildren(sometimesknown as
‘teenagerelationshipabuse’)

e physicalabuse such as hitting kicking, shaking, biting,hairpullingor otherwise
causing physicalharm (thismayincludean onlineelementwhich facilitates,
threatensand/orencouragesphysicalabuse)

e sexual violence? such asrape, assault by penetrationand sexual assault; (this
mayincludean onlineelementwhichfacilitatesthreatensand/orencourages
sexual violence)

5 Consensual image sharing, especially between older children of the same age, may require a different
response. It might not be abusive — but children still need to know it is illegal - whilst non-consensual is
illegal and abusive. UKCIS provides detailed advice about sharing of nudes and semi-nude images and
videos.

6 For further information about sexual violence see Part 5 of the full document and the Annex.
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e sexualharassment? such as sexual comments,remarks, jokes and onlinesexual
harassment whichmaybe standaloneor part of a broaderpatternof abuse

e causingsomeoneto engagein sexual activitywithoutconsent, such as forcing
someoneto strip, touchthemselvessexually,orto engagein sexual activitywith a
third party

e consensualandnonconsensualsharingof nudeand semi-nudeimagesand/or
video< (also known as sexting or youth producedsexual imagery)

e upskirting2 whichtypicallyinvolvestaking a pictureundera person’s clothing
withouttheirpermission,with the intentionof viewingtheirgenitalsor buttocks to
obtainsexual gratificationpr cause the victimhumiliationdistress, or alarm,and

¢ initiation/hazingype violenceandrituals(this couldincludeactivitiesinvolving
harassment, abuse or humiliatioused as a way of initiating person intoa group
andmayalsoincludean onlineelement).

Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) and Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE)

36. BothCSE and CCE are forms of abuse thatoccurwhere anindividuabr group
takes advantageof animbalancein powerto coerce, manipulateor deceivea childinto
taking partin sexual or criminalactivity,in exchangefor somethingthe victimneedsor
wants, and/orfor the financialadvantageor increased status of the perpetratoror
facilitatorand/orthroughviolenceor the threatof violence.CSE and CCE can affect
children,bothmaleandfemaleand can includechildrenwho have beenmoved
(commonlyreferred to as trafficking)for the purpose of exploitation.

Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE)

37. Somespecificforms of CCE canincludechildrenbeingforced or manipulatednto
transportingdrugs or moneythroughcountylines,working in cannabisfactories,
shoplifting or pickpocketing.Theycan also be forced or manipulatedntocommitting
vehiclecrime or threatening/committingrious violenceto others.

38. Childrencan becometrappedby thistype of exploitationas perpetratorscan
threatenvictims(and theirfamilies)with violenceor entrap and coerce themintodebt.
Theymaybe coercedintocarryingweaponssuch as knives or beginto carry a knife fora
sense of protectionfrom harm from others. As childreninvolvedin criminalexploitation
oftencommitcrimesthemselves,theirvulnerabilityas victimsis notalwaysrecognisedby
adultsand professionals, (particularlyolderchildren),and they are nottreatedas victims

7 For further information about sexual harassment see Part 5 of the full document and the Annex.
8 UKCIS guidance: Sharing nudes and semi-nudes advice for education _seftings
9 For further information about ‘upskirting’ see Annex.
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despitethe harm they have experienced.Theymay still have beencriminallyexploited
evenifthe activityappearsto be somethingthey have agreed or consentedto.

39. ltisimportantto note thatthe experienceof girlswho are criminallyexploitedcan
be very differentto thatof boys. Theindicatorsmaynotbe the same, however
professionalsshould be aware thatgirlsare at risk of criminalexploitatiortoo. It is also
importantto note thatbothboys and gifsbeingcriminallyexploitedmay be at higherrisk
of sexual exploitation.

Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE)

40. CSEisaform of childsexual abuse. Sexualabuse mayinvolvephysical contact,
includingassault by penetration(for example rape or oral sex) or nonpenetrativeacts
such as masturbation kissing, rubbing,andtouchingoutsideclothing.t mayincludenon
contactactivities,such as involvingchildrenin the productionof sexualimages,forcing
childrento lookat sexual imagesor watch sexual activities,encouragingchildrento
behavein sexuallyinappropriateways or groominga childin preparationforabuse
includingviathe intemnet.

41. CSE canoccurovertimeor be a one-off occurrence and may happenwithoutthe
child’'simmediateinowledgefor examplethroughothers sharingvideosorimagesof
themon social media.

42. CSE can affectanychildwho has beencoercedintoengagingin sexual activities.
Thisincludes16- and 17-yearoldswho can legallyconsent tohave sex. Somechildren
may notrealise they are beingexploitedfor exampletheybelievethey are ina genuine
romanticrelationship.

Domestic Abuse

43. Domesticabuse can encompassa widerange of behavioursand maybe a single
incidentor a patternofincidents.Thatabuse can be, butis notlimitedto, psychological,
physical,sexual, financialor emotional Childrencan be victimsof domesticabuse. They
may see, hear, or experiencethe effectsof abuse at homeand/orsuffer domesticabuse
intheirown intimaterelationships(teenagerelationshipabuse). All of which can have a
detrimentaland longterm impacton theirhealth,weltbeing,developmentand abilityto
learn.

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)

44.  Whilstall staff should speak to the designatedsafeguardinglead(or a deputy)
with regard to any concemsaboutfemalegenitalmutilatiofFGM), thereis a specific
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legal duty on teachers!? If a teacher,inthe course of theirwork inthe profession,
discovers thatan act of FGM appearsto havebeencarriedouton a gifunderthe age of
18, the teachermust report thisto the police.

Mental Health

45.  All staff should be aware that mentalhealthproblemscan, in some cases, be an
indicatorthata childhas sufferedoris at risk of sufferingabuse, neglector exploitation.

46. Onlyappropriatelytrainedprofessionalsshould attemptto make a diagnosisof a
mentalhealthproblem.Educationstaff, however, are well placedto observe children
day-to-day andidentifythose whose behavioursuggests thattheymaybe experiencinga
mentalhealthproblemor be atrisk of developingone. Schoolsand collegescan access
arange of adviceto helpthemidentifychildrenin need of extra mentalhealthsupport,
thisincludesworking with externalagencies.

47. |If staff have a mentalhealthconcernabouta childthatis also a safeguarding
concern,immediateactionshould be taken, followingtheirchildprotectionpolicy,and
speaking to the designatedsafeguardingleador a deputy.

Seriousviolence

48. All staff shouldbe aware of the indicators,which may signalchildrenare atrisk
from, or are involvedwith, serious violentcrime. These mayincludeincreasedabsence
from school or college,a changein friendshipsor relationshipswith olderindividualsor
groups, a significantdeclinein performance,signs of self-harm or a significantchangein
wellbeingpr signs of assault or unexplainednjuries.Unexplainedgiftsor new
possessions couldalso indicatethatchildrenhave beenapproachedby, or are involved
with,individualassociated with criminalnetworks or gangsand maybe atrisk of
criminalexploitation.

Additional information and support

49. Departmentabhdvice What to Do if You Are Worried a Childis BeingAbused -
Advicefor Practitionersprovidesmore informationon understandingandidentifying
abuse and neglect.Examplesof potentialindicatorsof abuse and neglectare highlighted
throughoutthe adviceand willbe particularlyhelpfulfor school and collegestaff. The
NSPCC website also providesuseful additionainformationon abuse and neglectand
what to lookout for.

50. The annex contains important additionalinformation about specificforms of

10 Under section 5B(11) (a) of the Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003, “teacher” means, in relation to
England, a person within section 141A(1) of the Education Act 2002 (persons employed or engaged to
carry out teaching work at schools and other institutions in England).
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abuse and safeguardingissues.School and college leadersand those staff who
workdirectly with children should read the annex.

What school and college staff should do if they have concerns
about a child

51. Staffworking with childrenare advised to maintairan attitudeof ‘it could happen
here’ where safeguardingis concerned.When concernedaboutthe welfare of a child,
staff should alwaysactinthe best interests of the child.

52. If staff have any concerns abouta child’swelfare,they shouldact on them
immediately. See page 22 for a flowchart settingoutthe process for staff when they
have concemsabouta child.

53. If staff have a concern,they shouldfollowtheirown organisation’schildprotection
policyand speak to the designatedsafeguardinglead (or a deputy).

54. Optionswilltheninclude:

e managingany support forthe childinternallyvia the school’s or college’sown
pastoral support processes

e undertakingan early helpassessment, 1! or

e makinga referral to statutory services, 12 for exampleas the childmightbe in need,
isin needor suffering,orislikelyto suffer harm.

55. Thedesignhatedsafeguardinglead(or a deputy)shouldalwaysbe availableo
discuss safeguardingconcems. If in exceptionakircumstances, the designated
safeguardinglead(or a deputy)is notavailablethisshould notdelayappropriateaction
beingtaken. Staff should considerspeaking to a memberof the seniorleadershipteam
and/ortake advicefrom localauthoritychildren’ssocial care. In these circumstances, any
actiontaken should be shared with the designatedsafeguardinglead(or a deputy)as
soon as is practicallypossible.

56. Staffshouldnotassume a colleagueor anotherprofessionalwilltake actionand
share informationthat mightbe criticalin keepingchildrensafe. Theyshould be mindful

11 Further information on early help assessments, provision of early help services and accessing services is
in Chapter 1 of Working Together to Safequard Children.

12 Chapter 1 of Working Together to Safequard Children sets out that the safeguarding partners should
publish a threshold document that should include the criteria, including the level of need, for when a case
should be referred to local authority children’s social care for assessment and for statutory services under
section 17 and 47. Local authorities, with their partners, should develop and publish local protocols for
assessment. A local protocol should set out clear arrangements for how cases will be managed once a
child is referred into local authority children’s social care.
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thatearlyinformatiorsharingis vitalfor the effectiveidentificationassessment, and
allocationof appropriateservice provision,whetherthisis when problemsfirst emerge,or
where a childis alreadyknown to localauthoritychildren’ssocial care (such as a childin
needor a childwith a protectionplan).InformationSharing:Advicefor Practitioners
ProvidingSafequardingServicesto Children,Young People,Parentsand Carers
supports staff who have to make decisionsaboutsharinginformationThisadvice
includesthe seven goldenrulesfor sharing informationand considerationswith regard to
the Data ProtectionAct 2018 (DPA) and UK General Data ProtectionRegulation(UK
GDPR).

57. DPA and UK GDPR do not preventthe sharing of informationfor the purposesof
keepingchildrensafe and promotingtheirwelfare.If in any doubtaboutsharing
information staff should speak to the designatedsafeguardinglead(or a deputy).Fears
aboutsharinginformationmust not be allowedto stand inthe way of the needto
safeguard and promotethe welfare of children.

Early help assessment

58. Ifearlyhelpisappropriate the designatedsafeguardinglead(or a deputy)will
generallyleadon liaisingwith otheragenciesand settingup an interagencyassessment
as appropriate Staffmay be requiredto support otheragenciesand professionalsinan
early helpassessment, insome cases actingas the leadpractitionerAny such cases
should be kept underconstantreview and considerationgivento a referral to local
authoritychildren’ssocial care for assessment for statutory services if the child’ssituation
doesnotappearto be improvingor is gettingworse.

Statutory children’s social care assessmentsand services

59.  Where a child is suffering, or is likely to suffer from harm, it is important
that a referralto local authority children’s social care (and if appropriate the police)
is made immediately. Referralsshouldfollowthe localreferral process.

60. Localauthoritychildren’ssocialcare assessments should considerwhere children
are beingharmedin contextsoutsidethe home,so itisimportantthat schoolsand
collegesprovideas muchinformationas possible as part of the referral process. Thiswill
allowany assessment to considerallthe availableevidenceand enablea contextual
approachto address such harm. Additionainformationis availablénere: Contextual
Safeguarding

61. Theonlinetool Report ChildAbuse to Your Local Councildirectsto the relevant

localauthoritychildren’ssocial care contactnumber.

Children in need

62. Achildinneedisdefinedunderthe ChildrenAct 1989as a childwho is unlikelyto
15
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achieveor maintaina reasonablelevelof healthor developmentpr whose healthand
developmenislikelyto be significantlyor furtherimpaired withoutthe provision of
services; or a childwho isdisabled.Localauthoritiesare requiredto provideservices for
childrenin needfor the purposes of safeguardingand promotingtheirwelfare.Childrenin
needmaybe assessed undersection17 of the ChildrenAct 1989.

Children suffering or likelyto suffer significantharm:

63. Localauthorities,with the helpof otherorganisationsas appropriate have a duty
to make enquiriesundersection 47 of the ChildrenAct 1989ifthey have reasonable
cause to suspect thata childis suffering, or islikelyto suffer, significantharm. Such
enquiriesenablethemto decidewhetherthey shouldtake any actionto safeguardand
promotethe child’swelfareand must be initiatedwhere there are concemsabout
maltreatmentThisincludesall forms of abuse and neglect.

What willthe local authority do?

64. Withinoneworking day of a referral beingmade,a localauthoritysocial worker
shouldacknowledgeitsreceiptto the referrer and make a decisionaboutthe next steps
and the type of response thatisrequired.Thiswillincludedeterminingwhether:

o thechildrequiresimmediateprotectionand urgentactionis required

e anyservices are requiredby the childand familyand what type of services

e thechildisinneedandshouldbe assessed undersection 17 of the ChildrenAct
1989.Chapterone of Working Togetherto SafequardChildrenprovidesdetail sof
the assessment process

e thereisreasonablecause to suspect the childis sufferingor likelyto suffer
significantharm, and whetherenquiriesmust be made,andthe childassessed
undersection 47 of the ChildrenAct 1989.Chapterone of Working Togetherto
SafeguardChildrenprovidesdetailsof the assessment process, and

o furtherspecialistassessments are requiredto helpthe localauthorityto decide
whatfurtheractionto take.

65. Thereferrer shouldfollowup if thisinformationis notforthcoming.

66. If social workers decideto carry out a statutory assessment, staff shoulddo
everythingtheycan to support thatassessment (supported by the designated
safeguardinglead(or a deputy)as required).

67. If, aftera referral, the child’ssituationdoes not appearto be improving the referrer
should considerfollowinglocal escalationproceduresto ensure theirconcerns have been
addressed and, most importantlythatthe child’ssituationimproves
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Record keeping

68. All concems, discussions and decisionsmade,and the reasons for those
decisions,shouldbe recordedin writing. Thiswillalso helpif/whenrespondingto any
complaintsaboutthe way a case hasbeenhandledby the school or college.Information
shouldbe kept confidentiabind stored securely. It is good practiceto keep concemsand
referralsin a separate childprotectionfilefor each child.

Records shouldinclude:
e aclearand comprehensivesummary of the concemn
e detailsof howthe concemwas followedup andresolved,and
e anoteofanyactiontaken, decisionsreachedand the outcome.

69. Ifindoubtaboutrecordingrequirements,staff should discuss with the designated
safeguardinglead(or a deputy).

Why is all of this important?

70. Itisimportantfor childrento receivetherighthelpattherighttimeto address
safeguardingrisks, preventissues escalatingandto promotechildren’swelfare.
Research and serious case reviews have repeatedlyshown the dangersof failingto take
effectiveaction2 Furtherinformationaboutserious case reviews can be foundin
Chapterfourof Working Togetherto SafeguardChildren Examplesof poorpractice
include:

o failingto acton andreferthe earlysigns of abuse and neglect

e poorrecord keeping

o failingto listento the views of the child

o failingto re-assess concemswhensituationsdo notimprove

e notsharinginformatiorwith therightpeoplewithinand betweenagencies
e sharinginformationtoo slowly, and

e alackofchallengeo those who appearnotto be taking action

3An analysis of serious case reviews can be found at gov.uk/government/publications/analysis -of-serious-
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What school and college staff should do if they have a safeguarding
concernor an allegation about another staff member

71. Schoolsandcollegesshould have processes and proceduresin placeto manage
any safeguardingconcernor allegationlno matterhow small)aboutstaff members
(includingsupply staff, volunteers,and contractors).

72. If staff have a safeguardingconcem or an allegatioris madeaboutanother
memberof staff (includingsupply staff, volunteers,and contractors) harming or posing
arisk of harm to children, then:

¢ thisshouldbe referred to the headteacheror principal

e where thereisa concern/allegatiomboutthe headteacheror principal thisshould
be referred to the chairof governors chairof the managementtommitteeor
proprietorof anindependenschool,and

e intheeventofa concern/allegatioaboutthe headteacherwhere the
headteacheris also the sole proprietorof an independentchool, or a situation
where thereis a conflictof interestin reportingthe matterto the headteacherthis
shouldbe reporteddirectlyto the localauthoritydesignatedofficer(s) (LADOs).
Detailsof yourlocal LADO should be easilyaccessible on yourlocalauthority's
website.

73. |If staff have a safeguardingconcernor an allegatiormboutanothermemberof
staff (includingsupplystaff, volunteersor contractors) that does not meetthe harm
threshold,thenthisshouldbe shared in accordancewith the school or collegelowlevel
concernspolicy.Furtherdetailscan be foundin Part four of the fullversion of KCSIE.

What school or college staffshould do if they have concerns about
safeguarding practiceswithin the school or college

74. Allstaff and volunteersshouldfeelableto raise concernsaboutpooror unsafe
practiceand potentialfailuresin the school’s or college’ssafeguardingregimeand know
thatsuch concermnswillbe taken seriously by the seniorleadershipteam.

75. Appropriatewhistleblowingproceduresshouldbe putin placefor such concemsto
be raised with the school’s or college’sseniorleadershipteam.

76. Where a staff memberfeelsunableto raise an issue with theiremployer,or feels
thattheirgenuineconcerns are not beingaddressed, otherwhistleblowingchannelsare
opento them

e generalguidanceon whistleblowingcan be foundvia: Adviceon Whistleblowing
the NSPCC'’s whatyou can doto reportabuse dedicatedhelplineis availableas

an alternativeroute for staff who do not feel ableto raise concernsregardingchild
protectionfailuresinternallyor have concemsaboutthe way a concemis being
18
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handledby theirschool or college.Staffcan call0800028 0285 lineis available
from 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM, Mondayto Fridayand email:help@nspcc.org.uk4

14 Alternatively, staff can write to: National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC),
Weston House, 42 Curtain, Road, London EC2A 3NH.
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Actions wherethere are concerns about a child

speak to designated safeguarding lead’

Staff have concerns about child and take immediate
action. Staff follow their child protection policy and

I School/college action I

:

pastoral support
and/or early help? and

Referral not required, Referral®
school/college takes made if
relevant action, concerns
possibly including P escalate —

Designated
safeguarding lead or
staff make referral®
to children’s social
care (and call police
if appropriate)

monitors locally
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| actiontaken ! | significant | identify support and/or early
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| orNsSPCCs | protection | | | services amr’t other
suppo!
e e | I plan | | I
_____________ T

Staff should do everything they can to support social workers.
At all stages, staff should keep the child’s circumstances under review (involving the designated
safeguarding lead (or deputies) as required), and re-refer if appropriate, to ensure the child’s
circumstances improve — the child’s best interests must always come first

1In cases which also involve a concern or an allegation of abuse against a staff member, see Part Four of

the full version of KCSIE.

2Early help means providing support as soon as a problem emerges at any point in a child’s life. Where a
child would benefit from co-ordinated early help, an early help inter-agency assessment should be
arranged. Chapter one of Working Together to Safeguard Children provides detailed guidance on the early

help process.

3 Referrals should follow the process set out in the local threshold document and local protocol for

assessment. Chapter one of Working Together to Safequard Children.

4 Under the Children Act 1989, local authorities are required to provide services for children in need for the
purposes of safeguarding and promoting their welfare. Children in need may be assessed under section 17
of the Children Act 1989. Under section 47 of the Children Act 1989, where a local authority has

reasonable cause to suspect that a child is suffering or likely to suffer significant harm, it has a duty to
make enquiries to decide whether to take action to safeguard or promote the child’s welfare. Full details are

in Chapter one of Working Together to Safequard Children.
5 This could include applying for an Emergency Protection Order (EPO).

20

120



Annex: Further information

Thisannexcontainsimportantadditionainformationaboutspecificforms of abuse and
safeguardingissues. Schooland collegeleadersand those staff who work directlywith
childrenshouldread thisannex

As perPartone, if staff have any concemnsabouta child’swelfare,they shouldact on
themimmediatelyTheyshouldfollowtheirown organisation’schildprotectionpolicyand
speak to the designatedsafeguardinglead (or deputy).

Where a child is suffering, or is likelyto suffer from harm, it is important that a
referralto children’s social care (and if appropriate the police)is made
immediately.
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Child abduction and community safetyincidents

Childabductionis the unauthorisedremovalor retentionof a minorfrom a parentor
anyonewith legalresponsibilityfor the child.Childabductioncan be committedby
parentsor otherfamilymembers; by peopleknown but notrelatedto the victim(such as
neighbours,fiendsand acquaintances);and by strangers.

Othercommunitysafety incidentsin the vicinityof a school can raise concernsamongst
childrenand parents, for example peopleloiteringnearbyor unknown adultsengaging
childrenin conversation.

As childrengetolderand are grantedmore independencefor example ,as they start
walkingto school on theirown)itisimportantthey are givenpracticaladviceon how to
keep themselvessafe. Manyschools provideoutdoorsafety lessons run by teachersor
by localpolicestaff.

Itisimportantthatlessons focus on buildingchildren’sconfidenceand abilitiegather
thansimplywamingthemaboutallstrangers. Furtherinformationis availableat:

www.actionagainstabduction.omnd www.clevernevergoes.org

Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE) and Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE)

We know thatdifferentforms of harm oftenoverlap,and that perpetratorsmay subject
childrenand youngpeopleto multipleforms of abuse, such as criminalexploitation
(includingcountylines)and sexual exploitation.

In some cases the exploitatioror abuse willbe in exchangefor somethingthe victim
needsor wants (for example,money,gifts or affection),and/orwill be to the financial
benefitor otheradvantage,such asincreasedstatus, of the perpetratoror facilitator

Childrencan be exploitedby adultmalesor females,asindividual®rin groups. They
may also be exploitedby otherchildren,who themselvesmaybe experiencing
exploitation- where thisisthe case, itisimportantthatthe childperpetratoris also
recognisedas a victim.

Whilst the age of the childmay be a contributingfactorfor an imbalanceof power, there
are a range of otherfactors that couldmake a childmore vulnerableo exploitation,
includingsexual identity,cognitiveability|earmingdifficultiescommunicatiorability,
physical strength, status, and access to economicor otherresources.

Some of the followingcan be indicatorsof both childcriminaland sexual exploitation
where children

e appearwithunexplainedifts, moneyor new possessions
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e associatewith otherchildreninvolvedin exploitation

o sufferfrom changesinemotionalwellbeing

e misuse alcoholand otherdrugs

e gomissingfor periodsoftimeorregularlycome homelate,and

e regularlymiss school or educationor do nottake partin education.

Childrenwho have beenexploitedwillneedadditionabupport to helpkeep themin
education.

ChildSexual ExploitatiofCSE) can be a one-off occurrence or a series of incidentsover
timeandrange from opportunistidco complexorganisedabuse. It can involveforce
and/orenticemenbased methodsof complianceand may, or may not, be accompanied
by violenceor threats of violence.

Someadditionakpecificindicatorsthat maybe presentin CSE are childrenwho:

e haveolderboyfriendsor girlfriends;and

o suffer from sexuallytransmittedinfections,displaysexual behavioursbeyond
expectedsexual developmenbr becomepregnant.

Furtherinformationon signs of a child’sinvolvemenin sexual exploitatioris availablein
Home Officeguidance:Childsexual exploitationguidefor practitioners

County lines

Countylinesis a term used to describe gangsand organisedcriminalnetworks involved
in exportingillegaldrugs using dedicatedmobilephonelinesor otherform of “dealline”.
Thisactivitycan happenlocallyas well as across the UK - no specifieddistance of travel
isrequired.Childrenand vulnerableadultsare exploitedio move, store and sell drugs
andmoney.Offenderswilloftenuse coercion,intimidationyiolence(includingsexual
violence)andweaponsto ensure complianceof victims.

Childrencan be targetedandrecruitedintocountylinesina numberof locations
includingany type of schools (includingspecial schools), furtherand highereducational
institutions,pupilreferral units, children’shomesand care homes.

Childrenare alsoincreasinglybeingtargetedand recruitedonlineusing social media.
Childrencan easilybecometrappedby thistype of exploitatioras countylinesgangscan
manufacturedrug debtswhich needto be worked off or threatenserious violenceand
kidnap towards victims(and theirfamilies)ifthey attemptto leavethe countylines
network.
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A numberof the indicatorsfor CSE and CCE as detailedabove maybe applicableo
where childrenare involvedin countylines.Someadditionaspecificindicatorsthatmay
be present where a childis criminallyexploitedthroughinvolvemenin countylinesare
childrenwho:

e gomissingandare subsequentlyfoundin areas away from theirhome

e havebeenthe victimor perpetratorof seriousviolence(e.g. knife crime)

e areinvolvedinreceivingrequests for drugsviaa phoneline,movingdrugs,
handingover and collectingmoneyfor drugs

e are exposedto techniquessuch as ‘plugging’where drugs are concealed
internallyto avoiddetection

e are foundinaccommodatiorthatthey have no connectionwith, often calleda ‘trap
house or cuckooing’or hotelroom where there is drug activity

e owea ‘debt bond'to theirexploiters

e havetheirbankaccountsused to facilitatedrug dealing.

Furtherinformationon the signs of a child’sinvolvemenin countylinesis availablen
guidancepublishedby the Home Officeand The Children’sSocietyCountyLinesToolkit
For Professionals

Children and the court system

Childrenare sometimesrequiredto give evidencein criminalcourts, eitherfor crimes
committedagainstthemor for cimesthey have witnessed. Thereare two age
appropriateguidesto support children5-11-yearoldsand 12-17 yearolds

Theguidesexplaineach step of the process, support and special measuresthatare
available Thereare diagramsillustratingthe courtroom sstructure and the use of video
linksis explained.

Making childarrangementsvia the familycourts followingseparationcan be stressful and
entrenchconflictin families.Thiscan be stressful for children.The Ministry of Justice has
launchedan onlinechildarrangementsinformationtool with clearand concise
informationon the disputeresolutionservice. Thismaybe useful for some parentsand
carers.

Children who are absentfrom education

All staff should be aware thatchildrenbeingabsent from school or college particularly
repeatedly,and/orfor prolongedperiods,and childrenmissing educationcan actas a
vitalwarningsign of a range of safeguardingpossibilities.Thismayincludeabuse and
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neglectsuch as sexual abuse or exploitatiorand can also be a sign of childcriminal
exploitatiorincludingnvolvemenin countylines. It mayindicatementalhealthproblems,
risk of substance abuse, risk of travellingo conflictzones, risk of femalegenital
mutilation;honour:based abuse or risk of forced marriage.Earlyinterventionis essential
to identifythe existence of any underlyingsafeguardingrisk and to helppreventthe risks
of a childgoingmissinginfuture. It isimportantthat staff are aware of theirschool’s or
college’sunauthorisedabsence proceduresand childrenmissing from education
procedures.

Children with family membersin prison

Approximately200,000childrenin Englandand Wales have a parentsent to prison each
year. These childrenare atrisk of pooroutcomesincludingpoverty, stigma,isolationand
poormentalhealth.TheNationallnformationCentre on Childrenof Offenders, NICCO
providesinformationdesignedto support professionalsworking with offendersand their
children to helpmitigatenegativeconsequencesfor those children.

Cybercrime

Cybercrimeis criminalactivitycommittedusing computersand/orthe internet.ltis
broadlycategorisedas either‘cyberenabled’(crimesthatcan happenofflinebutare
enabledat scale and at speed on-line)or ‘cyber dependent{(crimesthatcan be
committedonlyby using a computer).Cyberdependentcrimesinclude:

e unauthorisedaccess to computers(illegalhacking’), for exampleaccessing a
school’s computernetwork to lookfor test paperanswers or changegrades
awarded

e ‘Denialof Service’(Dos or DDoS) attacks or ‘booting. These are attemptsto make
a computer,network or website unavailableéby overwhelmingit with internettraffic
from multiplesources, and,

e making,supplyingor obtainingmalware (malicioussoftware) such as viruses,
spyware, ransomware, botnetsand Remote Access Trojanswith the intentto
commitfurtheroffence,includinghose above

Childrenwith particularskills and interestin computingand technologymay inadvertently
or deliberatelystray intocyberdependenfcrime.

If there are concemsabouta childinthisarea, the designatedsafeguardinglead(or a
deputy),should considerreferringintothe Cyber Choices programme.Thisisa
nationwidepoliceprogrammesupportedby the Home Office and led by the National
Crime Agency,working with regionalandlocalpolicinglt aimsto intervenewhere young
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peopleare atrisk of committingor beingdrawn into,lowlevelcyberdependentoffences
anddivertthemto a more positiveuse of theirskills andinterests.

Note that Cyber Choices doesnot currentlycover ‘cyberenabled’crime such as fraud,
purchasingofillegaldrugs on-lineand childsexual abuse and exploitationnor other
areas of concernsuch as on-linebullyingor generalon-linesafety.

Additionalbdvicecan be foundat: Cyber Choices ‘NPCC- When to callthe Polic€ and
NationalCyber SecurityCentre - NCSC.GOV.UK

Domestic abuse

The DomesticAbuse Act 2021 receivedRoyal Assent on 29 April2021.The Act
introducesthe first ever statutory definitiorof domesticabuse and recognisesthe impact
of domesticabuse on children,as victimsin theirown right,ifthey see, hearor
experiencethe effectsof abuse. The statutory definitiorof domesticabuse, based on the
previouscross-governmentdefinitionensures that differenttypes of relationshipsare
captured,includingex-partnersand familymembers. The definitioncapturesa range of
differentabusive behaviours,includingohysical,emotionaland economicabuse and
coerciveand controllingoehaviour.Under the statutorydefinitionpoth the person who is
carryingoutthe behaviourand the person to whom the behaviouris directedtowards
must be aged 16 or over and they must be “personallyconnected”(as definedin section
2 of the 2021Act).

Types of domesticabuse includeintimatepartnerviolence,abuse by familymembers,
teenagerelationshipabuse and childto parentabuse. Anyonecan be a victimof
domesticabuse, regardless of sexual identity,age, ethnicity,socio-economicstatus,
sexualityor backgroundand domesticabuse can take placeinsideor outside of the
home.Thegovermmenthasissued statutory guidanceto providefurtherinformationfor
those working with domesticabuse victimsand perpetrators, includinghe impacton
children.

Allchildrencan witness and be adversely affectedby domesticabuse in the contextof
theirhomelifewhere domesticabuse occurs betweenfamilymembers. Experiencing
domesticabuse can have a serious, longlastingemotionaland psychologicaimpacton
children.In some cases, a childmayblamethemselvesforthe abuse or mayhavehadto
leavethe familyhomeas a result.

Young peoplecan also experiencedomesticabuse withintheirown intimate
relationships.Thisform of childon-childabuse is sometimesreferred to as ‘teenage
relationshipabuse’. Dependingon the age of the youngpeople,thismaynotbe
recognisedinlawunderthe statutory definitiomof ‘domesticabuse’ (if one or both parties
are under16). However, as with any childunder 18, where there are concemsabout
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safety or welfare,childsafeguardingproceduresshould be followedand both young
victimsand young perpetratorsshouldbe offered support.

Operation Encompass

OperationEncompassoperatesin all policeforces across England.It helpspoliceand
schools work togetherto provideemotionaland practicalhelpto children.The system
ensures thatwhen the policeare calledto an incidentof domesticabuse, where there are
childreninthe householdwho have experiencedthe domesticincidentthe policewill
informthe key adult(usuallythe designatedsafeguardinglead(or a deputy))in school
before the childor childrenarrive at school the followingday. Thisensures thatthe
school has up to daterelevantinformationaboutthe child’scircumstancesand can
enableimmediatesupport to be putin place,accordingto the child’sneeds. Operation
Encompassdoesnotreplacestatutory safeguardingprocedures. Where appropriate the
policeand/orschools should make a referral to localauthoritychildren’ssocial care if
they are conceredabouta child’swelfare.More informationaboutthe scheme and how
schools can becomeinvolvedis availableon the OperationEncompasswebsite.

OperationEncompassprovidesan adviceand helplineservice for all staff membersfrom
educationalksettingswho maybe concemedaboutchildrenwho have experienced
domesticabuse. Thehelplinds available8AM to 1PM, Mondayto Fridayon 0204513
9990 (charged atlocalrate).

National Domestic Abuse Helpline

Refugeruns the NationalDomestic Abuse Helpline which can be calledfree of charge
andin confidence,24 hoursa dayon 08082000247.Its website providesguidanceand
support for potentialvictims, as wellas those who are worried aboutfriendsandloved
ones. It also has a form throughwhich a safe timefrom the teamfor a callcan be
booked.

Additionaldviceon identifyingchildrenwho are affectedby domesticabuse and how
theycan be helpedis availableat:

e NSPCC- UK domesticabuse SignsSymptomsEffects
o Refugewhatis domesticviolence/effectof domesticviolenceon children

e SafeYounglives: Youngpeopleanddomesticabuse | Safelives

o Domesticabuse: specialistsources of support (includesinformationfor adult
victims,youngpeoplefacingabuse intheirown relationshipsand parents
experiencingchildto parentviolence/abuse)

e Home: rationEncom (includesinformationfor schools on the impactof
domesticabuse on children)
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Homelessness

Beinghomelessor beingatrisk of becominghomelesspresents a realrisk to a child’s
welfare. Thedesignatedsafeguardinglead(and any deputies)shouldbe aware of
contactdetailsandreferral routesintothe LocalHousing Authorityso theycan
raise/progress concernsat the earliestopportunity Indicatorsthata familymay be at risk
of homelessnessincludehouseholddebt, rent arrears, domesticabuse and antisocial
behaviour,as wellas the familybeingasked to leavea property. Whilst referralsand/or
discussion with the Local Housing Authorityshould be progressed as appropriate,andin
accordancewith localprocedures, thisdoesnot, and should not, replacea referral into
localauthoritychildren’ssocial care where a childhasbeenharmedoris atrisk of harm.

TheHomelessness ReductionAct 2017 placesa new legalduty on Englishcouncilsso
thateveryonewho is homelessor at risk of homelessnesswillhave access to meaningful
helpincludingan assessment of theirneedsand circumstances, the developmenbfa
personalisedhousingplan,andwork to helpthem retaintheiraccommodatioror finda
new placeto live.Thefollowingfactsheets usefullysummarise the new duties: Homeless
ReductionAct Factsheets. Thenew dutiesshift the focusto earlyinterventiorand
encouragesthose atrisk to seek support as soon as possible,beforetheyare facinga
homelessnesscrisis.

In most cases school and collegestaff willbe consideringhomelessnessin the contextof
childrenwho livewith theirfamilies,andinterventionwillbe on thatbasis. However, it
should also be recognisedin some cases 16 and 17 yearoldscouldbe living
independentlyrom theirparentsor guardians,for examplethroughtheirexclusionfrom
the familyhome,and willrequire a differentlevelof interventionand support. Local
authoritychildren’ssocial care willbe the leadagencyfor these childrenand the
designatedsafeguardinglead(or a deputy)should ensure appropriatereferralsare made
based on the child’scircumstances. The Departmentfor LevellingUp, Housing and
Communitieshave publishedjointstatutory guidanceon the provisionof accommodation
for 16 and 17 yearoldswho maybe homelessand/orrequireaccommodationhere.

Mental health

Where childrenhave suffered abuse and neglect,or otherpotentiallyraumaticadverse
childhoodexperiences,thiscan have a lastingimpactthroughoutchildhood adolescence
andintoadulthoodltis key that staff are aware of how these children’sexperiences,can
impacton theirmentalhealth,behaviour,attendanceand progress at school.
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More informationcan be foundin the Mentalhealthand behaviouiin schools guidance
collegesmay also wish to followthisguidanceas best practice.PublicHealthEngland®
has produceda range of resources to support secondary school teachersto promote
positivehealth,wellbeingandresilienceamongchildren.See Every MindMattersfor
links to allmaterialsandlesson plans.

Modern Slavery and the National ReferralMechanism

Modernslavery encompasses humantraffickingand slavery, servitude and forced or
compulsorylabour.Exploitatiorcan take manyforms, includingsexual exploitation,
forced labour,slavery, servitude, forced criminalityand the removalof organs.

Furtherinformatioron the signs that someone may be a victimof modemslavery, the
support availableto victimsand how to referthem to the NRM is availablein Statutory
Guidance Modernslavery: how to identifyand supportvictims- GOV.UK

Preventing radicalisation

Childrenare vulnerableto extremistideologyand radicalisation Similatto protecting
childrenfrom otherforms of harms and abuse, protectingchildrenfrom thisrisk shouldbe
a part of a schools or collegessafeguardingapproach.

Extremism® is the vocal or active oppositionto our fundamentalvalues, including
democracy,the rule of law, individualibertyand the mutualrespect and toleranceof
differentfaithsandbeliefs. Thisalso includescallingfor the deathof membersof the
armedforces.

Radicalisation! refers to the process by which a person comesto support terrorism and
extremistideologieassociatedwith terrorist groups.

Terrorism2€ is an action thatendangersor causes serious violenceto a person/people;
causes serious damageto property;or seriously interferesor disrupts an electronic
system. Theuse orthreatmust be designedto influencethe governmentor to intimidate
the publicandis madefor the purpose of advancinga political religiousor ideological
cause.

15Public Health England: has now been replaced by the UK Health Security Agency and the Office for

Health Improvement and Disparities (OHID), which is part of the Department of Health and Social Care,

and by the UK Health Security Agency. However, the branding remains unchanged.

16 As defined in the Government's Prevent Duty Guidance for England and Wales,

17 As defined in the Government's Prevent Duty Guidance for England and Wales.

18 As defined in the Terrorism Act 2000 (TACT 2000) http://www legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/11/contents
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Althoughthereis no singleway of identifyingvhethera childis likelyto be susceptibleto
an extremistideologythere are possible indicatorsthatshouldbe taken into
considerationalongsideotherfactors and contexts. Backgroundfactors combinedwith
specificinfluencessuch as familyand friendsmay contributeto a child’svulnerability.
Similarlyradicalisationcan occurthroughmanydifferentmethods(such as social media
or the interet)and settings (such as withinthe home).

However, itis possible to protectvulnerablgpeoplefrom extremistideologiesand
interveneto preventthose atrisk of radicalisationbeingdrawn to terrorism. As with other
safeguardingrisks, staff shouldbe alertto changesin children’sbehaviour,which could
indicatethatthey maybe inneedof helpor protection.Staffshould use theirjudgement
inidentifyingchildrenwho mightbe atrisk of radicalisatiomrand act proportionatelywhich
mayincludethe designatedsafeguardinglead(or a deputy)makinga Preventreferral.

Althoughnot a cause for concern on theirown, possible indicatorswhen taken into
considerationalongsideotherfactors or contextmay be a sign of beingradicalised
Further informationand a list of such indicatorscan be found at Radicalisationand
Extremism - Examplesand BehaviouralTraits(educateagainsthateom)

The Preventduty

Allschoolsand collegesare subject toa duty undersection 26 of the CountefTerrorism
and SecurityAct 2015 (the CTSA2015),inthe exercise of theirfunctions,to have “due
regard!? to the needto prevent peoplefrom beingdrawn intoterrorism”22 Thisdutyis
known as the Preventduty.

The Preventduty shouldbe seen as part of schools and collegeswidersafeguarding
obligationsDesignatedsafeguardingleads(and deputies)and otherseniorleadersin
schools shouldfamiliarisethemselveswith the revised Preventduty guidance for
Englandand Wales, especiallyparagraphs57-76, which are specificallyconcemedwith
schools (and also covers childcare).Designatedsafeguardingleads(and deputies)and
otherseniorleadersin collegesshould familiathemselveswith the Preventduty
quidance for furthereducationinstitutionsin Englandand Wales. Theguidanceis set out
interms of four generalthemes: risk assessment, working in partnership,staff training,
and IT policies.

19 According to the Prevent duty guidance ‘having due regard’ means that the authorities should place an
appropriate  amount of weight onthe need to prevent people being drawn into terrorism when they consider
all the other factors relevant to how they carry out their usual functions.
20 “Terrorism” for these purposes has the same meaning as for the Terrorism Act 2000 (section 1(1) to (4)
of that Act).
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Theschool’sor college’sdesignatedsafeguardinglead(and any deputies)should be
aware of localproceduresfor making a Preventreferral.

Channel

Channelis a voluntary,confidentiasupport programmewhich focuses on providing
support at an early stage to peoplewho are identifiedas beingsusceptibleto being
drawn intoterrorism. Preventreferrals are assessed and may be passed to a multi
agencyChannelpanel,which willdiscuss the individuateferred to determinewhether
they are atrisk of beingdrawn intoterrorism and considerthe appropriatesupport
required.A representativefrom the school or collegemaybe asked to attendthe
Channelpanelto helpwith thisassessment. Anindividualvillbe requiredto providetheir
consentbeforeany support deliveredthroughthe programmeis provided.

Thedesignatedsafeguardinglead(or a deputy)should considerifitwouldbe appropriate
to share anyinformatiorwith the new school or collegein advanceof a childleaving.For
example,informationthatwouldallowthe new schoolor collegeto continuesupporting
victimsof abuse or those who are currentlyreceivingsupport throughthe ‘Channel’
programme,and have thatsupportin placefor when the childarrives.

Statutoryguidanceon Channelis availableat: Channelguidance

Additional support

The Departmenthas publishedfurtheradvicefor those workingin educationsettingswith
safeguardingresponsibilitieson the Preventduty. The adviceisintendedto complement
the Preventguidanceand signposts to othersources of adviceand support.

TheHome Office has developedthree e-learningmodules:

e Preventawareness e-leamingoffers anintroductionto the Preventduty.

e Preventreferralse-leamingsupports staff to make Preventreferralsthatare
robust, informed and with good intention.

e Channelawareness e-learingis aimedat staff who may be asked to contributeto
or sit ona multiagencyChannelpanel.

EducateAgainstHate, is a governmentwebsite designedto support school teachersand
leadersto helpthem safeguardtheirstudents from radicalisatiorand extremism.The
platformprovidesfree informationand resources to helpschool staff identifyand address
therisks, as wellas buildresilienceto radicalisation.

For advicespecificto furthereducation the Educationand TrainingFoundation(ETF)
hosts the Preventfor FE and Training Thishosts a range of free, sector specific
resources to support furthereducationsettingsto complywith the Preventduty. This
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includesthe Prevent Awareness e-learing which offers an introductionto the duty, and
the Prevent Referral e-leaming whichis designedto support staff to make robust,
informedand proportionateeferrals.

The ETF OnlineLearningenvironmenfprovidesonlinetrainingmodulesfor practitioners,
leadersand managers,to support staff and governors/Boardmembersin outliningheir
rolesandresponsibilitiesunderthe duty.

LondonGrid for Learninghave also produceduseful resources on Prevent(OnlineSafety
Resource Centre - LondonGrid for Learning(lgfl.net)

Sexualviolence and sexualharassmentbetweenchildren in schools
and colleges

Sexualviolenceand sexual harassmentcan occur betweentwo childrenof any age and
sex from primaryto secondary stage andintocolleges.lt can also occur online.lt can
also occur througha group of childrensexuallyassaultingor sexuallyharassing a single
childor group of children.

Childrenwho are victimsof sexual violenceand sexual harassment willlikelyfindthe
experiencestressful anddistressing. Thiswill,inalllikelihood adversely affecttheir
educationabttainmentand willbe exacerbatedif the allegedperpetrator(s) attendsthe
same school or college.Sexualviolenceand sexual harassment exist on a continuum
andmayoverlap,they can occuronlineand face to face (both physicallyand verbally)
and are neveracceptable.

Itis essential thatall victimsare reassured thatthey are beingtaken seriously and that
theywillbe supported and kept safe. A victimshouldneverbe giventhe impressionthat
they are creatinga problemby reportingsexual violenceor sexual harassment. Nor
shoulda victimever be madeto feelashamedfor makinga report. Detailedadviceis
availablein Part five of the full version of KCSIE.

Serious Violence

Thereare a numberof indicators,which may signal childrenare atrisk from, or are
involvedwith, serious violentcrime. These mayinclude:

e increasedabsence from school
e achangeinfriendshipsorrelationshipswith olderindividual®r groups

e asignificantdeclinein performance

e signsofself-harm or a significantchangein wellbeing por signs of assault or
unexplainednjuries
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e unexplainediftsor newpossessions couldalsoindicatethatchildrenhave been
approachedby, or are involvedwith, individualsssociated with criminalnetworks
organgsand maybe atrisk of criminalexploitation.

Thelikelihoodof involvemenin serious violencemay be increased by factors such as:
e beingmale
¢ havingbeenfrequentlyabsentor permanentlyexcludedfrom school

¢ havingexperiencedchildmaltreatmentand havingbeeninvolvedin offending,
such astheftorrobbery.

A fullerlist of risk factors can be foundinthe Home Office’s SeriousViolenceStrategy

Professionalsshouldalso be aware thatviolencecan oftenpeakin the hoursjust before
orjust afterschool, when pupilsare travellingto and from school. These timescan be
particularlyrisky for youngpeopleinvolvedin seriousviolence.

Advicefor schoolsand collegesis providedin the Home Office’sCriminalexploitatiorof

childrenand vulnerableadults: countylinesguidance.The Youth EndowmentFund
(YEF) Toolkitsets outthe evidencefor whatworks in preventingyoungpeoplefrom
becominginvolvedinviolence.

Home OfficefundedViolenceReductionUnits (VRU) operatein the 20 policeforce areas
across Englandand Walesthat have the highestvolumesof serious violence as
measured by hospitaladmissionsforinjurywith a sharp object.A list of these locations
can be foundhere. As the strategic co-ordinatorsforlocalviolenceprevention,each VRU
is mandatedto includeat least one localeducationrepresentativewithintheirCore
Membershipgroup,whichisresponsiblefor settingthe directionfor VRU activity.Schools
and educationabartnerswithinthese areas are encouragedto reach outto theirlocal
VRU, eitherdirectlyor viatheireducationCore Member,to betteringrainpartnership
working to tackle serious violenceacross localareas and ensure a joinedup approachto
young peopleacross the risk spectrum.

ThePolice,Crime, Sentencingand Courts Act willintroduceearlyin2023a newdutyon

a range of specifiedauthorities,such as the police Jocalgovernment,youth offending
teams, healthand probationservices, to work collaborativelyshare dataandinformation,
and putinplaceplansto preventand reduce serious violencewithintheirlocal
communitiesEducationaluthoritiesand prisons/youth custody authoritieswillbe under
a separate duty to co-operatewith core duty holderswhen asked, andthere willbe a
requirementfor the partnershipto consultwith all such institutionsin theirarea.

TheDutyis notintendedo replaceor duplicateexistingsafeguardingduties. Local
partners may choose to meetthe requirementsof the Duty throughexistingmultiagency
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structures, such as multiagencysafeguardingarrangements,providingthe correct set of
partnersare involved.

So-called ‘honour’-based abuse (including Female Genital Mutilation
and Forced Marriage)

So-called’honourbased abuse (HBA) encompassesincidentsor cimeswhich have
beencommittedto protector defendthe honourof the familyand/orthe community,
includingemalegenitalmutilationfFGM), forced marriage,and practicessuch as breast
ironing.Abuse committedin the contextof preserving ‘honour’ ofteninvolvesa wider
network of familyor communitypressure and canincludemultipleperpetrators. Itis
importantto be aware of thisdynamicand additionatisk factors when decidingwhat
form of safeguardingactionto take. Allforms of HBA are abuse (regardless of the
motivationand shouldbe handledand escalatedas such. Professionalsin allagencies,
andindividualsand groupsinrelevantcommunitiesneedto be alertto the possibilityof a
childbeingatrisk of HBA, or alreadyhavingsuffered HBA.

Actions

If staff have a concernregardinga childwho mightbe at risk of HBA or who has suffered
from HBA, they should speak to the designatedsafeguardinglead (or a deputy).As
appropriate the designatedsafeguardinglead (or a deputy)will activatelocal
safeguardingprocedures, using existingnationaland localprotocolsfor multiagency
liaisonwith the policeand localauthoritychildren’ssocial care. Where FGM has taken
place,since 31 October2015there has beena mandatoryreportingduty placedon
teachers?! thatrequiresa differentapproach(see below).

FGM

FGM comprisesallproceduresinvolvingpartialor totalremovalof the externalfemale
genitalieor otherinjuryto the femalegenitalorgans. It isillegalin the UK and a form of
childabuse with longlastingharmfulconsequences.

FGM mandatory reporting duty for teachers

Section5B of the FemaleGenitalMutilationAct 2003 (as inserted by section 74 of the
SeriousCrime Act 2015)placesa statutory duty uponteachers, alongwith regulated
healthand social care professionalsin Englandand Wales, to report to the policewhere
theydiscover (eitherthroughdisclosure by the victimor visual evidence that FGM

21 Under Section 5B(11)(a) of the Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003, “teacher” means, in relation to
England, a person within section 141A(1) of the Education Act 2002 (persons employed or engaged to
carry out teaching work at schools and other institutions in England).

34

134



appearsto have beencarriedouton a girlunder18. Those failingto report such cases
may face disciplinarysanctions. It willbe rare for teachersto see visual evidence,and
they should not be examiningpupilsor students, butthe same definitiorof whatis meant
by “to discoverthatan act of FGM appearsto have beencarried out”is used forall
professionalsto whom thismandatoryreportingduty applies.Informationon when and
how to make a report can be foundat: Mandatoryreportingof femalegenitalmutilation
proceduralinformation.

Teachersmust personallyreportto the policecases where they discoverthatan act of
FGM appearsto have beencarried outZ2 Unless the teacherhas goodreason not to,
they should still considerand discuss any such case with the school’sor college’s
designatedsafeguardinglead(or a deputy)andinvolvelocalauthoritychildren’ssocial
care as appropriate. Theduty doesnotapplyinrelationto atrisk or suspected cases (i.e.
where the teacherdoesnotdiscoverthatan act of FGM appearsto have beencarried
out, eitherthroughdisclosure by the victimor visual evidence)or in cases where the
womanis 18 or over. In these cases, teachersshouldfollowlocalsafeguarding
procedures. Thefollowingis a useful summary of the FGM mandatoryreportingduty:
EGM Fact Sheet.

Furtherinformationcan be foundin the Multiagencystatutory guidanceon femalegenital
mutilatiorand the EGM resource pack particularlysection 13.

Forced marriage

Forcinga personintoa marriageisa crimein Englandand Wales. A forced marriageis
one enteredintowithoutthe fulland free consentof one or both partiesand where
violence threatsor any otherform of coercionis used to cause a person to enterintoa
marriage.Threatscan be physical or emotionaland psychological A lack of fulland free
consent can be where a person doesnotconsentor where they cannotconsent (if they
haveleamingdisabilitiesfor example).Nevertheless, some perpetratorsuse perceived
culturalpracticesto coerce a person intomarriage.Schoolsand collegescan playan
importantrole in safeguardingchildrenfrom forced marriage.

TheForced MarriageUnit(FMU) has created: Multiagencypracticeguidelineshandling
cases of forced marriage(pages 75-80 of which focus on the role of schools and
colleges)and, Multiagencystatutory guidancefor dealingwith forced marriage,which
can bothbe foundat Therightto choose: governmentguidanceon forced marriage-
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) Schooland collegestaff can contactthe Forced MarriageUnitif
they needadviceorinformationContact: 02070080151 or emailfmu@fcdo.gov.uk

22 Section 5B(6) of the Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003 states teachers need not report a case to the
police if they have reason to believe that another teacher has already reported the case.
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In additionsince February 2023 it has also beena crime to carry outany conductwhose
purpose is to cause a childto marry before theireighteenthbirthday,evenifviolence,
threatsor anotherform of coercionare notused. As withthe existingforced marriage
law, thisappliesto nonbinding unofficialmarriages as wellas legalmarriages.

Additional advice and support

Thereis a wealthof informationavailableo supportschoolsand colleges.Thefollowing
listis not exhaustivebut should providea useful starting point:

Abuse

Supportingpracticein tacklingchildsexual abuse - CSA Centre Centre of Expertise on
ChildSexual Abuse has free evidencebased practiceresources to helpprofessionals
working with childrenand youngpeopleto identifyand respond appropriatelyto concermns
of childsexual abuse.

What to do if you're worried a childis beingabused — DfE advice

Domestic abuse:Various Information/GuidanceHome Office (HO)

Faithbased abuse: NationalActionPlan- DfE advice

Disrespect NoBodycampaign- GOV.UK - Home Office website

Tacking ChildSexual Abuse Strategy— Home Office policypaper
Togetherwe can stop childsexual abuse — HM Governmentcampaign

Bullying

Preventingbullyingincludingcyberbullying DfE advice

Children missingfrom education, home or care

Childrenmissing education- DfE statutory guidance

Childmissing from homeor care - DfE statutory guidance

Childrenand adultsmissing strategy - Home Office strategy

Children with family membersin prison

NationallnformationCentre on Childrenof Offenders- Barnardo’sin partnershipwith HM
Prison and ProbationService

Child Exploitation

Trafficking:saf rdingchildren- DfE and Home Officeguidance

re of un mpaniedand trafficked children— DfE statutory guidance
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Modermnslavery: howto identifyand supportvictims— HO statutory guidance

e Childexploitatiordisruptiontoolkit- HO statutory guidance

. CountylLinesToolkitFor Professionals- The Children'sSocietyin partnershipwith
VictimSupportand NationalPoliceChiefs Council

Multiagencypracticeprinciplesfor respondingto childexploitatiorand extra-familial
harm — non-statutory guidancefor localareas, developedby the Tacking Child
ExploitationT CE) SupportProgramme,fundedby the Departmentfor Educationand
supported by the Home Office,the Departmentfor Healthand SocialCare and the
Ministry of Justice

Confidentiality

GillickcompetencyFraser guidelines Guidelinego helpwith balancingchildren’srights
alongwith safeguardingresponsibilities

Drugs

Drug strategy 2021 - Home Office strategy

Informationand adviceon drugs - Talkto Frank website

Drug and Alcoholeducation— teacherguidance& evidencereview— PSHE Association

(so called)“Honour Based Abuse” including FGM and forced marriage

Femalegenitalmutilationinformationand resources- Home Officeguidance

Eemalegenitalmutilationmultiagencystatutory guidance- DfE, Departmentfor Health,
and Home Office

Eorced marriage- Forced MarriageUnit (FMU) resources

Forced marriage- Governmentmultiagencypracticeguidelinesand multiagency
statutory guidance

Forced marriageresource pack— HM Governmentguidance

Health and Well-being

Rise Above: J 3 beingand i - PublicHealth
England
Supportingpupilsat schoolswith medicalonditions DfE statutory guidance
Mentalhealthand behaviourin schools - DfE advice

Overview- Fabricatedor inducedillness- NHS advice
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Homelessness

Homelessness code of guidanceforlocalauthorities- Departmentfor LevellingUp,
Housingand Communitiegguidance

Information Sharing

Governmentinformationsharing advice- Guidanceon informationsharing for people
who providesafeguardingservices to children,youngpeople,parentsand carers.

InformationCommissioner'sOffice: Data sharing informationhub - Informationto help
schools and collegescomplywith UK data protectionlegislationincludingyK GDPR.

Online safety-advice

Childnetprovideguidancefor schools on cyberbullying

Educateagainsthateprovidespracticaladviceand support on protectingchildrenfrom
extremismandradicalisation

LondonGrid for Learningprovidesadviceon all aspects of a school or college’sonline
safety arrangements

NSPCC E-safety for schools providesadvice,templates,and toolson allaspects of a
school or college’sonlinesafety arrangements

Saferrecruitmentconsortium“guidancefor safe working practice”,whichmayhelp
ensure staff behavioumoliciesare robust and effective

Searchingscreening and confiscationis departmentaladvicefor schoolson searching
childrenand confiscatingitemssuch as mobilephones

SouthWest Grid for Learningprovidesadviceon allaspects of a school or college’s
onlinesafety arrangements

ialmediafor onlineradicalisatiorn A briefingnote for schoolson how social
mediais used to encouragetravel to Syriaand Iraq

OnlineSafety AuditTool from UK Councilfor InternetSafetyto helpmentorsof trainee
teachersand newlyqualifiedeachersinductmenteesand provideongoingsupport,
developmentand monitoring

Onlinesafety guidanceif you own or managean onlineplatformDCMS advice
ingchildrenon ronlineplatformDCMS advice

UK SaferInternetCentre providetips, advice,guidesand otherresources to helpkeep
childrensafe online

38

138



Online safety- Remote education, virtuallessons and livestreaming

GuidanceGet helpwith remoteeducationresources and support for teachersand school
leaderson educatingpupilsand students

Departmentalguidanceon safeguardingand remoteeducationincludingplanningemote
educationstrategiesand teachingremotely

LondonGrid for Leamingguidance includingplatformspecificadvice

Nationalcyber security centre guidanceon choosing,configuringand deployingvideo
conferencing

UK SaferInternetCentre guidanceon safe remotelearning

Online Safety- Support for children

Childlinefor free and confidentiabdvice
UK SaferInternetCentre to report and remove harmfulonlinecontent

CEOP for adviceon makinga report aboutonlineabuse

Online safety- Parentalsupport

Childnetoffers a toolkitto support parentsand carers of childrenof any age to start
discussions abouttheironlinelife,andto findoutwhere to getmore helpand support

Commonsensemedigprovideindependenteviews, age ratings, & otherinformation
aboutalltypes of mediafor childrenand theirparents

Govermmentadviceaboutprotectingchildrenfrom specificonlineharms such as child
sexual abuse, sexting,and cyberbullying

InternetMatters provideage-specificonlinesafety checklists guideson how to set
parentalcontrols, and practicaltipsto helpchildrenget the most out of theirdigitalworld
How Can | Help My Child?Marie CollinsFoundation— SexualAbuse Online

Let's Talk Aboutlt providesadvicefor parentsand carers to keep childrensafe from
onlineradicalisation

LondonGrid for Learningprovidessupport for parentsand carers to keep theirchildren
safe online,includingipsto keep primaryagedchildrensafe online

Stopitnowresource from The Lucy FaithfullFoundationcan be used by parentsand

carers who are concernedaboutsomeone’sbehaviour,includingchildrenwho maybe
displayingconcemingsexual behaviounnotjust aboutonline)

NationalCrime Agency/CEOPThinkuknowprovidessupport for parentsand carers to

keep theirchildrensafe online
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Parentzoneprovideshelpfor parentsand carers on how to keep theirchildrensafe
online

Talkingto your childaboutonlinesexual harassment: A guidefor parents— Thisis the
Children’sCommissioner’sparentalguideon talkingto theirchildrenaboutonlinesexual
harassment

#Ask the awkward — ChildExploitatiorand OnlineProtectionCentre guidanceto parents
to talkto theirchildrenaboutonlinerelationships

Priv atefostering

Privatefostering:localauthorities DfE statutory guidance

Radicalisation

Preventduty guidance Home Officeguidance

Preventduty: additionahdvicefor schools and childcareproviders- DfE advice

Educate AgainstHate website - DfE and Home Office advice

Preventfor FE and Training- Educationand TrainingFoundation(ETF)

Extremism and RadicalisationrSafequardindResources — Resources by LondonGrid for
Learning

Serious Violence

Seriousviolencestrategy - Home Office Strategy

Factors linkedto serious violenceand how these factors can be used to identify
individualdorintervention- Home Office

Youth EndowmentFund — Home Office
Gangsand youthviolencefor schools and colleges- Home Office advice

TacKingviolenceagainstwomenand girsstrategy- Home Office strategy

Violenceagainstwomenandgirs: nationalstatementof expectationsfor victims- Home
Officeguidance

Sexualviolenceand sexualharassment

SpecialistOrganisations

Barnardo's- UK charity caringfor and supportingsome of the most vulnerablechildren
and youngpeoplethroughtheirrange of services.
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Lucy FaithfulFoundation- UK-wide childprotectioncharity dedicatedto preventingchild
sexual abuse. Theywork with familiesaffectedby sexual abuse andalso run the
confidentiaBStop it Now! Helpline.

Marie CollinsFoundation— Charitythat,amongstotherthings,works directlywith
children,youngpeople,and familiesto enabletheirrecovery followingsexual abuse.

NSPCC - Children'scharity specialisingin childprotectionwith statutory powers enabling
themto take actionand safeguardchildrenatrisk of abuse.

Rape Crisis - Nationalcharityand the umbrellabodyfor theirnetwork ofindependent
memberRape Crisis Centres.

UK SaferIntemetCentre - Providesadviceand support to children,youngpeople,
parents, carers and schools aboutstaying safe online.

Harmful sexualbehaviour

Rape Crisis (England& Wales) or The Survivors Trust forinformationadvice,and details
of localspecialistsexual violenceorganisations.

NICE guidancecontainsinformationon, amongstotherthings: developingnterventions;
working with familiesand carers; and multiagencyworking.

HSB toolkitThe Lucy FaithfullFoundation- designedfor parents, carers, familymembers
and professionals, to helpeveryoneplaytheirpartin keepingchildrensafe. It haslinks to
useful informationresources, and support as wellas practicaltipsto preventharmful
sexual behaviourand providesafe environmentsfor families.

NSPCC Learning:Protectingchildrenfrom harmfulsexual behaviourand NSPCC -
Harmful sexual behaviourframework- free andindependentidviceaboutHSB.

ContextualSafeguardindNetwork — Beyond Referrals (Schools) providesa school self-
assessment toolkitand guidancefor addressing HSB in schools

Preventingharmfulsexual behaviourin children- Stop It Now providesa guidefor
parents, carers and professionalsto helpeveryonedo theirpartin keepingchildrensafe,
theyalso run a free confidentiahelpline.

Support for Victims

AntiBullyingAlliance- Detailedinformationfor anyonebeingbullied alongwith advice
for parentsand schools. Signpoststo varioushelplinesand websites for furthersupport.

Rape Crisis - Provideand signpost to a range of services to supportpeoplewho have
experiencedrape, childabuse or any kind of sexual violence.

The Survivors Trust- UK-wide nationalumbrellaagencywith resources and support
dedicatedto survivors of rape, sexual violenceand childsex abuse.
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VictimSupport- Supportingchildrenand youngpeoplewho have beenaffectedby crime.
Also providessupport to parentsand professionalswho work with childrenandyoung
people—regardless of whethera crime has beenreportedorhowlongagoitwas.

Childlineprovidesfree and confidentiabdvicefor childrenand young people.

Toolkits

ask AVA - TheAsk AVA preventionplatformhas beencreatedto support education
practitionersacross the UK to developand delivera comprehensivgprogrammeto stop
ViolenceAgainstWomenand Girls.

NSPCC - OnlineSelfassessment toolto ensure organisationsare doingeverythingthey
can to safeguardchildren.

NSPCC - Resources whichhelpadultsrespond to childrendisclosingabuse.

NSPCC also providesfree andindependentadviceaboutHSB: NSPCC - Harmful sexual
behaviourframework

SafeguardingUnit, Farrer and Co. and CareneFirmin, MBE, Universityof Bedfordshire -
Peeron-Peer Abuse toolkitprovidespracticalguidancefor schools on how to prevent,
identifyearlyand respond appropriatelyto peeron-peerabuse.

ContextualSafequardindNetwork — self-assessment toolkitfor schoolsto assess their
own response to HSB.

Childnet- STAR SEND Toolkitequips,enablesand empowerseducatorswith the
knowledgeto support young peoplewith specialeducationaheedsanddisabilities.

Childnet- Just a joke? provideslesson plans, activities,a quizand teachingguide
designedto exploreproblematicmnlinesexual behavioumwith 9-12 year olds

Childnet- Step Up. SpeakUp a practicalcampaigntoolkitthataddresses the issue of
onlinesexual harassmentamongstyoungpeopleaged13-17 years old.

NSPCC - Harmfulsexual behaviourframework an evidenceinformedframework for
childrenand youngpeopledisplayingHSB.

ContextualSafeguardindNetwork — BeyondReferrals - Schoolsleaversfor addressing
HSB inschools.

Farrer & Co: Addressing childon childabuse: a resource for schoolsand colleges This
resource providespracticalguidancefor schoolsand collegeson howto prevent,identify
earlyand respond appropriatelyto childon-childabuse.

Sharing nudes and semi-nudes

LondonGrid for L eamingcollectionof advice- Variousinformationand resources dealing
with the sharing of nudesand semi-nudes.
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UKCIS Sharingnudesand semi-nudes: advicefor educationsettingsworking with
childrenand youngpeople- Advicefor schoolsand collegeson respondingto incidents
of non-consensual sharing of nudes andsemi-nudes.

Support for parents/carers

NCA CEOP Thinkuknow Advice/resourceson howto dealwith concernsaboutwhat
childrenmay be doingonlineincludingadviceon how to helpchallengeharmfulsexual
attitudesand start a conversationto support positive sexual behaviour
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